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- assembly lme to have a nngt 10, ltfe in the famlly

- ByFatherJames Hewee - / '
'Dioeesamﬂttman Ltfe Commtssron ‘

What the famrly is all about i chtldren and parentmg -
(as distinct from marriagé or other institutions). The. famtlyf
is called th¢ “domestic church” by the Second Vatican™ | |
{1 Council. “This is so ' because theére is a- strofig- parallel inits”

mission. “The: church is: called to be the-presence of the °
‘love of Christ on earth, The church is the place-where all -
members are given equal importance-and* dignity. Itis tbe
' place where new, and unwantéd’ life is welcomed and .

" nourished with the love. of Christ. The famrly remains the
- place_ where new life begins. It is the life-giving climaté of
- security and: stablhty in whrch each mdrvrdual member can
grow ‘and’ be nounshed .- - '

Screnttst Deon Kass notes, “T he famrly is raptdly

becommg the only institution in_an increasingly tmpersonal :

. world where.each person. is loved, not- for what he does or -
makes “but simply because he is.” In other Words, a-pérson.
" is-Valued and has dignity srmply ‘because he/she-is.a -
member: ofthe Tamily:. Itis. not due to anything one does:
_ or perfection one¢. achieves: Smularly in the church, one’s’

" worth.comes-from the fact that. God is- ‘hisfher origin: and-~

- destiny.-In Jesus becommg hurhan,, He has given.an
"absolute affirmation of each. person’s infinite value. The-

- family, the domestic churchr and the universil‘church have..
the same life: -giviiig call to. revere each person for thetr ’
mfmtte value o )

The famtly isnota self sufﬁctent soctal mstttutron lt
always has had a close working’ relattonshtp with, exrstmg )
-educational, polmcal and:social institutions. ‘The family :
affects these lnsututrons and is- affected:by them e

-The Amencan Catholtc famtly then i, not only affected
by the church teachmg, but also by the cultural and social -

R " settings in'which'it finds itself: The pathological condition "

' affecting the Catholic family (and:all families) is. the ac- -
“ceptahce of ‘abortion as normal by the political, legal and

| medical institutions of our Amencan society. ltis -
‘becoming institutionalized :and even promoted by the sub- -
. systems | of our. socrety, including the famtly The main
reasons for doing abortions today (97 per cent) is. because -
the child is unwanted or handtca)ped ‘Yet, the family's

© very existence ts because everyone can’ feel accepted and-

. loved: There is'no need. fo be a perfect ‘specimen off the

Yet the underlymg value system bemg accepted and
perpetuated 'on- the family is 'that ‘'one can do away with
unwanted life. The, frightening-thing is that a recent -

survey showed. that 32 per cent-of abortions were second " - - ;

- abortions and 23 per cent.were third; abortion and the - X
. underlying belief system that allows it is bécoming a way
. of lifée. The: Very purpose of the family — to procreate and
nounsh life — is bemg lost. - N

What happens to the relatlonshrp between a. husband
and wife in a family when a woman decides 10 abort her
child? As the law stands now, the husband- hasno; tight to
. interfere. in his wrfes decision:. If a ‘man_has no say
_ concerning the ‘fate-of the child he has fathéred; what
hope is there:for mutual respect and trust within the "
famrly" ‘Abortions are performed on teenagers without
parents’ knowledgé or consent. The avoidance of paréntal
" notification eliminates accountablhty and responsrbthty by
~the child to valués of the family untt. It destroys:the”. -

responsibility, of parents for-the cdre and .guidance ‘of thetr :

" children; however difficult.that responsibility may be
dunng trylng crrcumstanoes What of the chtldren whose s

“.damental rrght

' mothers or othler fnends’ mothers have had aborttons"

What felings and attitudes-will ‘children’ have when they
~.come to understand ‘the’ ‘nature of abortion: and know. their
- mothef’ destroyed an unborn brother or sister? What - - -
happens ‘whenithe emphasrs on gontraception :and wanted
children (thus paving the way for “mistakes” Lyge
‘wanted. chtldren") makee pregnancy become ltke a dtsease
- (Why take-a
pregnancy" Is it a disease like polio?)?. ‘In this: atmosphere
children |
from the Lord} Parents can fail to see themselves-as ‘co- -

“creators of this magnificant life. What can thrs atmosphere_i_'

do but. tear aphrt any: hopc for" strengthemng ithe family.

The Supre e Court dectston on abortlon has setina

" ~cycle of mdtvrduahsm setting one member-of | tie family - -

. against the others-and ultlmately destructivé of the in-
. stitutional-character of the family. The: Supreme Court_has

"-found that thé womian has-a “better right” to control the’ —

abortion declslon and-all the other members of ‘the famtly

" -abortion decisjons-leaves nothmg protected. “The fup- -
to life and the inkerent drgmty ‘of one of

" -the members of the famlly (the. unborn) are-denied. In. -

"-ofher words; the
. td orie member ; of the famrly ~= the.uniborn. 15

basic-issue at stake is the lack of ‘ Justrce '

The Whtte House Conference on Famlltes (WHCF) is.

" looking at varjous- rtghts and duties toward the family.

- Yet,-without -
" their meanirig
*. ot only an-issue-of the family, but an issue

his basic- nght to lifé; all ‘other rights lose
‘This _béing: the case, . the issue of abortion is
of justice for

““the wholé human family. Since it is an issue 1of social’.

: ‘cyclicals’ such

. justice’ {not personal morality-or. sexuallty) it, 'hds on its srde -
©a long htstory

of the social teachmgs of the ¢hurch. to- back
"up-our position. This is articulated in-many soc1al en-
as Pope John XXlll Y Peace on Earth,
"where he states: - .

rl-

l

“Any human socnety |f it'is to be well ordered and-
-productive must. lay. down as'a ‘fouridation -of ‘this prin;

~ciple, namely, that every human,bemg is a person;.that is,

" taken astarid|for- abortion. We submit that abortlon is the -

.. -his nature is endowed with: mtelltgence and free will,
" Indeed precrsely because-he is a person; he has rights and
. obligations- flowmg directly and simuitaneously from his

very. nature, and these rights and obllgatronsL are umversal

- and mvrolate, so they cannot, in any way beLsurrendered

There are rnany nghts that Pope John XXlll addresses
but, the first i§ the: nght ‘10 hfe, on which’ all other rights .

‘brought in adequately to the- dialogue. “The' WHCF will

-

ili?” Why ‘are they developing a “vaccine” for .

ga ltabthty and-a.hindrance instead of gifts - |

. are left powerless. The- highly individualistic nature of- the ]

Several’ state conferences on the famrly have already _ o

. only the abortion decision. that is doirig thrsi biit the values

o destruction o} the traditional famtly at its roots 648 not

" and ethical .principles that underlie aborttons .as well as
" the attitades and. condmons it perpetuates that are so.

destructrve to[the famrly L 3 ;
We the lHu'man Life Commiséion urge our delegates 10
- “the Whrtc,House Conference on.the Famlly in June 10.

Human Life Amendment which’ protects ¢ all members of

.one's. famrly dnd in jUSllCC protects; the mherent dlgmty of -
) the human famrly as- well: } i .

-"-continue. to bea _strong voice in ‘asking support fora = .

lmmedtately after Mass

- -focus on how|to help the- famrly in'its mrssron of- charity; rt 1.
. must also equally talk about the justice wit m the famlly
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Lkmg Back

gtat “before-departing from Skibbersen recently; Most
€Y
address at Lisheen church; néar which his ‘parents - resrded :
" prior to Ieavmg for Amertca He-told.the people that a fot
-of people who'left Ireland regretted it Some had suc-
*.ceeded: but the: great. majority, got submerged-and-they

) 75 years ago this week — lt ‘Was a- dull week news- wrse” :
|- fof the Courier, and when that happens it's 2’ good idea to*
* turn to'the “News from: Ireland” page: There we learned _ ™.

Dr. Casey,. bishop of St John, Canada, delivered-an R

. would -never hear of them. They would read glowing - I

“aceourits in letters of ‘the one that succeeded but-they
" never heard of the ‘fhinety-nine. that fatled He advrsed the

”

. people to remain-at. home L0 .- -
And some of the news was of the most drre and DI

* provocative nature: “At Wellmgtonbrtdge police station,
" April 13, Constable Cronin cominitted.suicide- by shooting
" himself.” O, “Mrs. Patrick Kelly, wife: ‘of a dairy- farmer, - _

hvrng on the canal banks, ‘was: found drowned lately in~ the

rrver Shannon near the Heaton woolen mllls ?

- <

. ) e e ' \

50 years ago thls week The lead -story. of the paper '
announced “The 100th-anniversary of the founding of
Our Mother of Sorrows.Church, on the Latfa, Road;-

' cornier Mt. Read Boulevard; will. be celebrated

_with fitting religious-and civic ‘ceremonies next Sunday,
“June §th. The Church, and’the entire community. will e
*hionored by thé presence on this occasion: of - Governor ]

" Franklin D. Roosevelt and Hon. Charles H. Tuttle, US. "
.District Attorrey of New' York, who-will give addresses m.

1 keeping with the occasion. Thesé addresses will be

" broadcast over WHAM begmnmg about 11: 45 A M.,

" Lower on the same: page was news of a” “$2§ 000

. -check by Rockefellér sent to cardinal.” The Rockefeller

was John D., Jr.! the cardinal was Hayes of New York;

.and.the check was for. the Cathohc Charmes of Greater__ o
- "New York: - S

o

And-ih the world of local commerce Duffy Powers was. '
offering.a *“Smart Straw Hat” for $1.98. And how many
knew that they gave ) &H green stamps that long ago?

25 years ago thts week — Graduahon news took up

much of the front page with the most riotable- .

memorabilia, “Frsher College Llsts Frftyexght ln Flrst
Class ‘ ) .

And the forelgn news was. unhappy, as usual — _‘Peron :

Regtme Qusts Nuns Carmg For Orphans Aged

And from—the world of entertamment “Ed Sullwan Says

-l are based ] N Pubhc Warits Clean TV Shows.™Thank God, Ed does riot -
. CEP ST ~-, - - have to sit m on the current fare o -
So as- the HCF consrders many of the rtghts and Ce : ' .
. :dutres to theTamiily; it is imperative. that this basic right is - | - o .

10 years ago thls week — The editor tried to get fancy )
Because it was the anmversary of the D-Day landing; the

front-page was a inontage of the Page 1's from lhe.Couner' L

of ‘June 8.and the Democrat and-Chronicle of .lune 6 —

both of 1944; Over both was an-outline headline, “June 6 .- -
- 1970, War Times- Cry for’ Prayers “Fhe-“war Ume of o

l970 ‘was Vretnam

Whnle much’ of official: Catholtc reactron 1o’ en o
tertamment efforts’ always seems. 1o be of thecritical Kind,
‘back in 1970, the National Catholic Office for Motiori -

Pictures- actually advised folks to attend a certain movie.
. The film was “Z" — a French-made film set in Greece - -
'A about polmcal dlssent and vtolence ina. democracy\ o

On the local scene 1t was announced that 2 Parlsh

Schools In Inner City Plan To Consolidate Efforts\ The -
' schools were’ lmmaculate Conceptron and St. Lucy s

v

~impoftant impact .on postal: *

rates, would amount to a
qutck execution. : Moreover;
-there are very few. of "these

publications which have the .
.to motnt ‘a ..
E rssue tocourt they aredead

~resources
challenge in, the courts
Thls 1ssue is tmportant not

Testriction - ‘on" the "

g parttcular Joumaltsts but as.

A couple of . dtooesan candtdates stands-on,values E T — -

r newspapers -have defied -the '..-espousedby th'e publiwtion. ‘Fr. J()hhv .

* Internal Revenue - Service : .
ruling - which. “would” . - Several - points. should be- 'Rﬁed.‘y’_
- - emasculate - the ltmd "of-. made -on this rulmg R

- political mforrnatton sand .

- r';tment allowable tosuch Though it falls wrthm the D o o
- pu lications. . ,-,,general principles - of.. the '; P S NP o
: * prevailing law on tax exempt - | Looking for the Lor d
ThlS rulmg s tncky lt institutions;; ‘its .specific - ¢ — -

. pretends: to hthitdd first "’ ‘appllcatton represents_ . . , A Zl T
: :%%‘:g::‘e s‘tllt‘,hlgret;orttmgetstnd ' f:‘ggﬂ:gg:: w‘and dtfferent " to trace Th"e is a_strong representattdn . at. -the--.
edrtonahzmg in itsel In ‘ susp|c1ton that .. this: rulm% Vatlcahn,fl pubtl‘lc lald _tg.
stead, it-says that. if such The rulmg, whtch has. the arose -from - the. concern.of ~ -parachial schools, and
-publication -.chooses- to - effect - of - law, tid not go ~~ Some politicianis: about the * . distribution’of birth °°“‘F°‘
- exercise: thesc -rights" under . througha leglslatlve process -__effectlveness of ~ prolife mformat on and dev:ces

" thié first amendmient, it can. in - which— elected - = EroUpS ‘g particular_ ca‘t?e Co e
“lose ttstaxexempt status.” ‘représentatives- ..are.. held - paigns. -But ]you cant be ‘. was very expllclt in
- _ . accountable_to thelr "con:. ':‘;ﬁa‘}ﬁ: fgrt °{vf;’;, any - challengm‘g “the .national
. Among the things that.ax - :l‘:;l‘;‘l’;lcﬁocgls[t::ddf o Yg: " Rappened to|decide. on e l?Zﬁled oval Smith and Jofn
. exempt publmtlons cannot - agency;. it stands . as Jaw - mterpretatton at this - par . Y‘i_ : .

" But scmehow".the-hat{ion'-'

decided’

—— until some non- -

elected , bureaucrat in IRS -
“that this sort “of. .-
R *collaborate -on a challenge to .~

‘thtng had to’end It may

reltgtous tax exempt - -have been pure comcrdence :

‘organizations. It focused on _ - that this Judgment came at

-such _issues| -as alcohol, the timé that several in- -
gamblmg, legtslators

et

drp_lomattc ’ .jfluen'tial

are‘.

restriction: - ‘on.
. numbers of citizens who are.-
fserved by these publtcattons'
. ‘and :<the churches they

co represent

. \l =

. At present, l See no srgns
*that ~ the - various rellglous
_press: groups- arg Urying to

the, rulmg Nor dolseeany. .
evidence that groups like the.
u.s’ Cathollc Coriference
’ .and the Natlonal Councrl of

feelmg the heat from prohfe ‘.Chhrches'- -are \Wil,ling_.
people lt may have been' - supportsucha challenge. - *
.?,- For most reltgtous _ At t'his‘ Atim'e,- “thosg"
. publtcaitons the' ‘loss of the .~ publications “which . have
- tax exempt status, with. its - defied the ruling: are -

‘standing dlorie- and very

vulnerable, IRS ¢an ‘simply -

- declare them. .in * violation_ °
““and strip ; them of their tax -
exempt status.” Unless they

firid some way of taking the

5\:.
v

to -

large ; -

CoeaT

I regard thlS as too 1m
'portant an™"issue | for -
freedom of -speech m this’
~couritry and for the.chur-
ches — to Be ileft to the | -
‘arbrtrary mterpretatron of .
‘IRS staffers .

, The reltgrous _ ﬁre’ss- -
- organizations: and . their - -
'sponsormg ‘churches ~had~
-;better start . thmkmg
»senously about collaborating . -
ona court challenge. If ‘they- -
- don't, they:— and the niation’ »~
. may be forfertmg far -
. ‘more’ thanthey realtze




