-ln conjunetlon mth We Care Sunday, the parlshloners of St. Joseph s in Penﬁeld
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: ecumenical
. _Southern Tier-
"Human | Development May

' -By‘MartinJToombs.‘
Southern Tier Edrtor
Elmrra -7_- “Weé  Care”.:
Sunday recerved an

push at ~the
Office - of

- 28, as representatives of Tecal. .
‘churches and human- servrce

agencies explamed “ their.

‘perspecttve on the statewrde
drive to.get pubhc assnstance

= grants’ mcreased

f,"speCtal |observance in the
" Rochester
. weekend ‘A letter ffom. Brshop

--for , an { increase " in “public .
: assrstance or” -welfare; grants
.inthestdte.” :

along with otheichurches in. that area, jomed inja canned food drive that culmmated
. with 2 caravan to the Food Bank on.Clinton Avenue in-Rochester. Some of the = -
* 3,200-plus. caris. of food are being loaded: by Carol Lehr. and Sue Costrch into one of

.-the vehlcles whtch proceeded downtown in 2 caravan..

FPON

kahaﬂer

At a press’ eenferenoe Iast
Frlday, ‘a ‘group of . area
religious - ~ leaders, mcludmg
Bishop -Matthew: H.. Clark,

_called on thé Siate Legislature
- for an.incréase in the public
assnstance basrc grant level

The’ Ieaders of etght
‘rehglous denominations called ..

" LaApon: thelreﬂocks “during this

£ season:of Péeniecest toilive-ou
the message ‘of the’ Chnsttan
-Gospel and take -action .on .
- behalf of the poorest people of
our commumty

They pomted out that the

. monthly. . public - assistance -
“levels: have not-been adjusted
since.:1974 -and that. the
“current monthly ‘cash

_,educatton

-'publxc~ assistanée

By
i

consrdered unemployable

.beciiuse of -(1) language *dif-

ficulties. (2) mental of physncal
. impairment, {3)° lack of
(4) Jack " of
vocatronal trammg
stamps
recipients
over $2

Even wnh food

receive just “slightly

: perday per person forfood

ln‘a joint pastoral
“leaders of . eight

ht |religious -
bodies- teld. their’ flocks,

“We

- -write to you in the conviction .
that concern for the jpoor and -

the hungry is not an_optional
issue for Chnstlans We close

1978 Lambeth ‘Conferecne of,
the Anglican - Communion -

_”pre'ssUre
. and -in

etter. the S

"in others by. the resistance and
denuncmt on of evil. by
- fearless * wrtness 10 . -truth,

righteousness and freedorn, by-
on -publi¢ opmton
“other- ways, " it_ is.
possrble for Christians to help
bring abour . social _change;

thus actu;1g as the salt' and’
light .which « Jesus ", sald “his -
followers houldbc

a

S0 jt

_ today So wnll lt
-dlways be :

Amen

- %

: l_nfaddr ion'1o Blshop Clark

- -the pastoral Jetter was-signed -
with a siatemient from, the

by . Bishop "Robert: R.. Spears

- Jr: of the Episcopal Diocese of

" Rochestei; The Rev: Dr. John'

assistance. of -$258 is' ‘based ‘which we heartily. endorse and, Beeg. dean of the ‘Genesee,

upon prtces of January I972
“lnﬂatlon they stated
“has. eroded- the value of the
pubhc assiStance by more than
50 peroent .smce _the last
i adjustmem

A fact. sheet they released
- stdted that “there are- 9,976 .
.. public ' assistance .cases jn
‘Monroe: County, involving a
-total of. 27,300 persons. . 66
“percent - (about . 18,200) are-.
children;" the remainder- are
_their mothérs- or single or:
. married adults who fall’ mto

o the'Home Rehef‘ mtegory ’

) The fact sheet declares that

- the *“Monroe - County-.

Departrient of Social Services

-handles 1,900 Home Relief -

_cases serving 2300 ‘persons.

Fully a tlurd “of

commend to. you

’ “We have 110 doubt that
like Christ and in hls ‘Name,
the church today should take
its * stand - “alongside:, the-
-deprived,. the- drsadvantaged
--and. the oppressedt in ‘the
strong: solidarity of- love We'*
also believe that [it -is a
Iegmmate — even .an
- obligatory - — extepsron of
Christ’'s  compassion- that
. Christians involve themselves -
-.with others'in .the quest for
- better ecoriomic - and: “social
structures. Unjust - structures -
dehumamze people
“why - Christian compassion.
demands JDSNCC for them,
Christians’ " are. |not. as-
- powerless as they often think.
~ In-some situations| only. by

.- prayer. sufféring and the silent
them are

xhib ion o a‘better wav. but

-that is_

- Valley IDtstnct Lutheran
- ..Church rn Amenca the Rey.
Margret e B.J. Brown
. executive presbyter “of "the.
United" Presbyterian Church,
US.A.; the Rev. Jack Cassidy,
-area conference ~minister of -
“the Umted Church of Christ:
the Rev.:Raymond Graves,
. president] ‘United’ -Church
Ministry: the Rev. . Dr.
~Richard | W- - Harrlngton
_district | superlntendent
Rochester "District,” United -
Methodtsl Church; thé Rev:
.Hugh" Q: Morton; executive’
| minister; Amencan “Baptist
"Churches : of " Monroe
ASSOCIalﬁ) “Mrs. - [sabel,
president)’ and - the: Rev.
- Lawrence: E. ‘Witmer,
-executive’ dtrector both of -
Genesee Ecumenical -
‘Ministries| also srgned the
letter -t -

dioceses,)

~the

* . Association “fof -

* - funds . .available
assistance - recipients

* - First

“We Care Sunday :was a.-

"~ diocese last.
Clark-asked pastors to educate..
their panshee about ‘the* need

The move: for thei mcrease is
bemg sponsored statewide by
a yariety of gl‘OUpS, including
all -the state’s - Catholic.
the . Federation: of
Protestant Welfare Agencres

Jewish Federdtions, the state
Councit of Churches the-state
chapter | of the. National -
the Ad-

" vancemerit of Colored People
"{NAACP),” and ‘the- Unitéd
. Way of New York State ’

Smce the effort began the

. state Assembly has approved

a.10 percent increase ‘in -basic
grant . levels That proposal
presently is sitting in a Senate
committee; with the
legtslature expected to ad-
joum soon for the summer

. Materials drstnbuted to the’

-parishes’ explam that” due. to )

-the: food ~stamp . program,
1o - publlc
“have

state Association of -

*. who .is ‘the” deputy ‘majority

leader- in the Senate. She

. noted that-points he has made .

in. ODDOSIUOI"I to thei mcrease in

"~ a letter to hisfellow Iegrslators :
have been refuted by-the state -
" Catholic' Conference, and by-
the state Commtssroner of-

Socral Servxces s

l"ather Nell Mlller of OHD

noted. that the drive’s purpose

s 10 get people. to ‘write their
-legrslators in- support of an
increase.’ -

In his letter 10 the drooeses
panshes Blshop Clark .asked ™

.that petitions be distributed,
.-and offered a resolution for
. .discussion - :

-adoptron by pansh councrls in, 3

and  possible

support of an mcrease

CHLDRINE SPEGIAU
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. increased-by 18 percent’since

1974. But durmg that" same
pertod “the- ‘consumer -price

,mdex has increased 46 per- .-

cent, erodmg the purchasmg
power of grants which ‘weré _

The matenals also state
that 70 percent of those"
réceiving publrc assrstance arg
chlldren

Alan Smlth of” Tn County
Action ; Coungeil, -a housing
agency,l pointed out that the -
‘state’s housing-allowarices are
substantially .below actual .
housrng costs. The situation
means: that families on public
“assistance” must live in ‘sub-

"standard -housing; or take .
- money-| from “their already -
.“inadequate. hvmg allowanceto’
- make up the rest-of-their rént

-For
he noted;

Schuyler:-
the

‘payment:
County,

’ maxrmum,rent allowance for’

a famrly of four is $]77 per.
month:| :But’ surveys’
agency ‘conducts indicdte that

_housmg for such a family
“would ‘cost $58 ‘more than
“that.’

‘Rev. Clint Barlow of the
Baptist Church ; of

.Elmira reported that while his

" church} . lik
‘downiown he expected has

like “the others.

. always had many persons-call -

oon it for assistance, Wwhere
prevnously they nee@d food, -
they now need morey to pay

- -their rent "The grants; he:said, -

have": become mcreasmgly

;madequate, and the churches "

" are_.unable to provide “the

- additional . assrstanee famlhes

- ,on publfc assrstanee now need..

Giovina Caroscno of the -

Office lof - Human Devélop- -

' mient (OHD) poirited out'the .

opposmon to a_grant mcrease

g by :‘the/" local ‘state senator,

Wllham 'I‘ Smtth ‘of Brg Flats

i e . .
~ 3 e R
. P
P + -

"his -

-considered to be at a survrval* |
level in, 1974

yoooouwlth plenty of parkipg..
smnum Men. -mn map.m. ut.la.-.-u.-‘.
s-nnu.-.-zu

Prlen llo In ston only and subloet o ehango without notlee -
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Cathohc Medrcal Mlssmn Board s '

ARCHBISHOP

'rmHONJsmumf'

"LEPROSY FUND :

I wtll remember you. . always

Archbrshop Sheen served on the CMMB board
over 27 years quretly and wrthout fanfare

-He once placed hrs face alongsrde a

Leprosy.Patient in a mission hospttal and
.. said-.-.".“1 Wlll remember _yoti in a- very

:specral way always o
" Keep his spmt alive — by helpmg those i
" heloved so:much — the sick — poor!. "

- (Today, over 15 million suffer from Leprosy. ‘With
; proper medlcauon tt can be controlled and even cured )

™, s o ) N *

Serving Man . For God‘ Thlough Medlcme

l cathulrc Medical Mission g,a'..g |‘i.j:'- S

10 WEST 7tk STREET — NEW. VORK N Y. 10011
" Rev. Joseph Walter. S-J . drrec:or ] .

: DHE(ersmyglﬂOIS L T R
> . . Kindly make donanons payable o CMMB

.o Please send me ‘atreé leafiet descnbmg your work

Lo

Name

: 'Cllyv

State - e
- stsmns nw8s Ct)untnes helped bv our 52.year program

"} (Archb. Sheen) - Gitts are tax deducltble
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