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Ithaca — Father iftruoe -
RitterS description of his. 
work ,in the midstoof- New •' 
Yorlc pity's; j^indusi t i^asx 
obviously deeply affecting to . 
tne-50 persons listening to 
him in the basement of First .' 
Presb;yteriaa::Church May 
12. - -.'-": ' • ; . • - • 

His talk was ̂ filled with*i! -; 
stories :of • particular>..v-. 

• teenagers who found their. . 
way $6. tnei child ' care •-,: 
agencies he founded in" the - -
Times Square area .of 1S[JS# ;.. -
York City. But, he said;.'•-_' 
everything he would say was: 
an understatement. \ '_.'; 

He told ofah H-yeaMikl 
girl who liad been arrested 
eight times for prostitution, 
and: each time fined $100 in 
adult court, a fine which was 
paid by her "pimpi*''!ahdvsli6 . ' 
went' back' on?4he street, 
None of the eight.times, he 
pointed out, had,anyone,. , 
even her 'cOTrt:ar^inted"-' 
Iawyerj bothered to find out;*: 

that, she was tob'ycmngrfolr' -? 
adult court ' • " . - "' "*;%• 

And of the lO-year-bld 
boy who came into."Under" 

".21," sat down on the floor 
and played with toys he-had 
brought. You see,. Father 
Ritter explained, he was top 
young to ask for money, and 
so his "Johns" had paid him 
by buying him toys. 

The .runaways*/-- some : ̂  
20,000 of whom wUlftock to 

, Tunes.Square thi$/y§aj, are;., 
quickly victimized by" drug•* ". 
addicts, arid ^*f>inntpiBd;";i 

Father Ritter said, forced to 
sell themselves by the hour. 
Unless giVen; a Way out, he 
explained, most will die an 
early death. In the. last 
several months, he said,<nine 
of "my kids" have been 
killed oh the streets, "victims 
of this victimless crimes'/a/, 
concept which isahe "most ,• 
bizarre mythfoistedoh the ; 

pubiic^headd&d,;' 

.f A priest-
ventuaf 
Father-
got involved in ; thr :wbr£h one agency official toW him 
with runaways* i r h ^ ^ p j n ^ f t heshad-a "senp^.o^gation 
that brought alterr^tirig^ fo^ -
laughter and. anguished *:;*.J . ' .: 
expressions from' his But; he said, "as these kids 
.audience. .̂ - ' C kept reminding;Sne;I tiad a 

- < ' - ' • " - . " . " • ' - ' : • • -, • , ; j ' " • . • 

Mtssioner Named To Conference Committee 

Father Bruce Ritter during Us talk at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Ithaca. -* J 

bed and they did not." .'.. It began, he related, in 
1968v after a Mass he 
celebrated at. Manhattan 
College, where he was 
chaplain: Following a 
homily in. which: he asked; 
the students when they were 
going to "sell out," a student 
leader interjected (hat he 
should "practice what you 

'preach." That started, a 
thought V M O P J ? ^ . that . 
resulted in his asking per
mission* to move to New 
York's lower East Side to 

' wojk with the poor. : 

Later; on a cpldv: snowy/ 
night, six. teenagers knocked 
at his tenement. apar|hient, 
asking to sleep on the floor. 
The next day one left and 
cameiback withfour more; 

• and.as Father Ritter related 
their«idents,:r^avasln^.to 
uu:,Jcarcpusinfc%. 

He 
got cots for them, and more 
teenagers came. At times 

• they even drove drug addicts 
from the. building to get 
more space. And then, for 
"revenge," he said, hie wient 
back to Manhattan-College 
to get students to help. . 

;Ev?nt^ally he; 'had. 
tecriageKsfjIivihg inv'18 
apartments in the building, 
which* feecsuiie ' "Cbvelrfaiit 
Hbus^" '- - I - AC'' n ( ! • • ' . - • " . ' 

" . i • • 

he had ho 
operate a child 

he noted, he 

Although 
license to 
care center, 
began getting referrals from 

; farhjly court judges who; 
couldn't find agencies 
Willing to take teenagers 
who came before themi And 
in 1972;. Covenant House 
received a license. 

. ' • ' • . " ' > - ' • " . ; : ' " 

Still needed was a facility 
to. receive teenagers o%ah ' 
"open intake basis" 24 hours 
adayvhe noted^and^with the 

. blessing of Cardinal Cooke 
and donations; from many 
sources, he...-bought a 

' building oh] 8th "-Avenue; 
which was dedicated April 1, 
1977, as "Under 21 ;> .'-'-

Sister Jane Kenrick, of- the 
.Rochester Sisters of Mercy, a 
native of Ithaca who has 

served as a missiorier for the 
past ;13 years, in Santiago, 
Chile, has been elected to the 

Zimbabwe Celebration 
To be Held Saturday 

committee that will plan the 
second Mercy . Latin^ 
American-Caribbean Con-

conference will 
next year- in 

ference. The 
be held 
Guatemala. 

Two- men front Zimbabwe 
who have . professipnal-ieyel 
jobs in Rochester-wiUleadjthe' 
cheers at a local celebratiorLof 
their countrymen's new/ToulidF. 
independence. 

; Dr. Isaac Dombo, a 
teaching physician at Strong 
Memorial Hospital, and Prof. 
S. Qbiwara Ushe, of the 
anthropology and sociology 
faculty at Monroe Com-: 
munity College, are>-both 
natives • of' the. country IOTT 
merly called Rhodesia. They 
were members of the Patriotic 
Front that led their country's 
black majorityHtto':, political, 
equality with tlw formerly 
doimnantwhite minority.^; ; 

" > , , • ' •' ; > . ' , * . : , . / , ' / ." '., • '. -' 

The celebration will begin 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 31, at 

Eureka Lodge 36, F & AM, 
12iL4 vHoeitzer St, ,,It will 

,fdlloWtr« final coriifnuniO' 
• c6ru1irence:ih .a. series.'pf ̂ six 
sponsored .by-the "Marcus 

'. Garvey : Memorial Black 
"Solidarity^ -Committee^ and 

MCC. -The conference, from. 
noon until* 5 p.m., is entitled 
"The Individual in Black 
Cultural Heritage/; A panel of 
scholars in the humanities, 
drawn from four colleges, will 
discuss age and sex roles-in 
societies of Africa,. Caribbean 
countries and Black America. 

The evening program will 
include a performance by the. 
Bjaffalb Ihiier,city Ballet 

".' Company. :Furtner -details 
?*r«^b^*'oDuune*: iron* the 

^ ^ i k a n C u i t u r a i JPrbjec,t, 
•325*6900, or Prof, Ushe at 
MCC, 442-9950.' ".'••'. 

. . Sister Jane 
;the first 
'Sort, in 

: Feb. 22-28. 

: Mercy 

committee 
write a 
for Latin 
who might 
Mercy congregation. 

was chosen at 
conclave of its 

Kingston, Jamaica, 
The. .planrhhg 

was directed- to 
program of formation 

American women 
wish to "join the 

. In his talk, Father Ritter 
emphasized; two concepts: 
that the teenagers are "good 
kids," deserving of help, and 
that much of-the problem in 

. Times Square is caused by 
the fact that "we want a sex 
industry.", ; I - . . ' , ' -

that _ the "sex? 
industry" is a $1.5 billion, 
business within 10 blocks of 
where he lives, Father Ritter 
said that organized crime is 
hesaYily involved; 

"The teenagers caught in 
the street Jife are good kids, 
"most of theirr just trying to 
survivev'TIe has never rriet;'a / 
young prostitute — boy or 
girl: -rr-; who. wanted, to .be 
ohey.he said, or who hadn't 
started as a runaway.-

. . "We are trie proMem;," he 
said, "We elect the judged 
who dp nothing about these 
criminals," the drug addicts 
and organized crime figures 
who exploit the teenagers. . 

' To make his point, he 
noted instances when 
society has shown' its 
willingness to let the "sex; 
trade" go bnf He reported . 
tha t a Brooklyn 
congressman, arrested in 
•Washington for hiring a boy 
for sexual purposes,., con
fessed in a district 
newsletter,' .and theri, 
following a dinner in support 
of hirri attended by many 
nationally-known figures, • 
was re-electedi'Father Ritter-
hypothesized-that those who 
voted for him wouldn't have 
if-it Had been their son he 
bad bought. I . . . 

' Fa&fRitter;S-stpp atthe 
Presbyterian , Church was" 
part of his continuing effort 
to keep:. the • programs . 

k operating, and to^hatik the 

congregation for its support 
in Ihe past. He noted that 
about̂ ; 20 percent of ilie: 
agency's budget comes from % 
government sources. The 
rest,' $4 million, is. raised 
privately. The agency y/ill 
aid. 10,000 teenagers this 
year, he sa|d with a staffi of 

250, 40 ,of whom are full- ; 
time volunteers. -. ' 

. In addition to financial" 
support, he also, expressed 
the need for more volunteers/ 
for the program, and asked | ' 
for the prayers of those g:1 
~**^*L~ •"• '. • •" M 

• - j ' < | . attending. 

BIO-GUARDR COMPUTERIZED 
V/ATMR ANALYSIS 
The Bio-Guard ®P|pol Water AnalysisCenter. 
can give you an up: to the minute, computers 
ized read-out on fhe'sfatus 6f your pool's: 
health. It will shbwyou what Bio-Guard^ 
pre^uefsto useatjariy tirtieof theyearto 
correct any Water imbalance and toprotect 
your pool, it's com'plete, it!s instantaneous,, 
arid it's free. _- '"•" ^ . - . •"".*'" 

Bio-Guard^..] cpntinCiQusprotection for 
sparkling blue pool water, . 

frw faring *{MinH Store 8S9-9624 
"1B YEARS OF SERVICE** V 
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CNEIKUS •MCtsSMIES '•«0M. HITS • » « 
Chili'&'Pau'] Rd —.JDDP0Site;Star.& K-Mar.t 

: MonFn 9:30-9;00|Sa"t.9-30-5;.p0 

This free booklet tells 
why every father 
should make a w i l l . . 
even if he's young 
and healthy! 

Sixteen pages, 
arid colorfully 

ciearjy written 
illustrated, tell 

why you should make your will 
and how'to go about it. Charts 
on page 3 show what your heirs 
can lose if you die without a 
will. Page 5 discusses, why you 
need a lawyer's help in drawing 
up your ,wi|l. Page .6 goes into, 
detail about how; to start and-
what ; to Include. ] No father, 
young or old,.should h^lect I. 
his wi|l. Maryknoll's booklet 
will convince ,you! . 

" . • - " ' " ' • • - • " , . - ' . - • • ' 

Mail the coupon for . 
. your free copy today! 

The Jamaica conference 
drew 40 delegates from the 
United States,' Panamaj-
Honduras, Belize, Guatemala,' 
Guyana, Argentina, Peru, ' 
Brazil, Chile and Jamaica.' 
Discussions [centered chiefly 
on the Puebla Documents 
produced by'the•Conference 
of Latin American. Bishops, 
with the conference president, ' 
Father; M^teo Perdida, • 
guiding the study. Sister Mary,, 
Judith Heberle, superior 
general, and Sister ,N6ree,r} 
Grarwyattended. •" 

Free Booklet on Wills 
The Maryknoll Fathers -^ 
71 Jewett Parkway • 
Buffalo^ NY 14214 : 
( 7 1 6 ) 8 ^ 4 1 6 0 6 5 ' • ' . , . ' . 
Dear Fathers: • 
Please send me your booklet on making a will. I 
understand there is no obligation. 

- NAME •- " • v^~- ••'•'..- ; .••' -.-•'- '-

ADDRESS, 

CITY 

STATED. -.ZIP, CODE. 


