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_' .'Famrly Plannmg of Funerals

When an. emergency plea for help.comés to the B
volunteer fire.department headquarters in the small, .

- beautiful, lake-side’ vrllage of Cazenovid, two things

1mmed1ately happen a srren sounds and phones
'fl.ﬂ& <
Through a specral telephone hook -up, the message

-~ . about a-fire or some type; of accident requiring.
' - rescue service mstantly gets communicated to the
“ . homes:of 50.residents affiliated: with the department
" The brief word ‘states what happened, where it.
A loccurred and who i§ mvolved .

One of those houses is St James rectory, where -

" either the pastor; Msgr. A. Robert Caséy, or his -
" youthful partner, Father Louis Aiello, mioriitors the

call: ‘About- ten. times a-'week they will then quickly
‘jump in the. car and -drive to the scene, ~always

. responding to acctdents and even traveling to fir ires; 1f‘
" _they Judge their presence would be supportlve :

"This i lS small town, rural Amenca m whtch

e Cathohcs tend to be a minority; but in that en- : :

. . virofiment those many who are Protestagt, Jewish or -
“unchurched often will welcome the-concerned =
'presence of a priest:in the midst of - such a tragedy.

Because of that telephone arrangement wrth the .

" fire department, the shepherds atSt. James have -
.- 'close contact with famrhes -who have suffered a

Ceath. They either expect a panshroners imminent

) '»demrse or w:thm moments reoerve notrf canon of the

- relative or friend to proclaim the biblical text; on
other occasrons, they have chosen appropnate musrc :

: Fr Joseph |
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Our Church Famrl’y '

person ’s exprratron To thelr great credrt, one or botllt
withotit delay then visit the home, offer condolences, -

lead the family in prayer, and in- a délicate- way . f o

dlSCllSS preparanons for the funeral hturgy

They carry with’ them two items: first, a book by_ '

this: writer which contaifis the readings and. prayers
- “for the Mass of Christian Burial together with an
*_explanation of the funeral service itself (“Through

Death to Life,” Ave ManaPres, Notre Dame, Ind. |, : " cums

46556); sécond, a selection-form upon ‘which the-
- family can note its-choices of texts and other -
suggestrons for the ceremony. - -

.These Cazenovra priests. eelebrate about 15: 20
funerals each year and in 80 per cent of thése the
fanuly becomes actively- mvolved 'with the plannmg'
of ‘the liturgy . rtself

" At the very least they wrll select the scnpture
readings; in many instances they-ask a family

‘Church as’ xprelsed in the mtroductory guldehnes '
*-for the “Rh ' of Funerals HURERE

I t should consrder the vanous crr-
' andmpartrcularthewrshesofthe

"n,'wnth the help of the, eommumty o

famnly, to reflect. the mdrvrdual srtuanon

person, support them'i in time-
d as much -as possible involve them in
funeral eelebranon and thechorce of

v

Netghbors m Need

‘Neither-a lender nor’ a- borrower be wrote the
. Bard who for‘all his bnlhance tended toward

: stuffmess

Obvrously he. neVer knew what 1t was to,be a

" siburban housewife, cértainly- knew nothing about -

the-price of a tank: of ‘gas.and most definitely hadn’t .

"-\nerghbor has on hand i

‘Fot the-past seven years — or is it elght" _
'Yvonne who: lives next.door and I have been
carrying.on a fending program-that has served s
well in the dlrest of times. - . -

As any housewrfe can attest there is no sorner h

“|+individual than.a woman whose husband is due -
.| “home expecting a hot meal and. who has forgotten to ‘
- pull anythlng out of the freezer v ‘

. -When that happens here, as it dm frequently in -
‘ splte of excellent intentions, I head for the phone
and the negottatrons begrn .

ugf you have a pound of elbows w1th whrch 1.

- could -whip up some. mamrom and cheese I begm,

- weekend is gomg to help

“the slightest-idea-of how to. make do with what your‘- .

If she eant get to.the supernmrket ar has no =

“f: leftovers on hand her srtuatmn worsens 1 - “Temf ic™.1 answer thankful that snll another

. j'S“a“rah
. Ch_ild"‘

- h

. :.’AII in the Famlly

“I’ll ‘see that you get it back tomorrow, or, if you
like, I can send over a pound of spaghettr in ex— -
change T

. “Let me see,’ she counters and puts down the
phone to; examme the contents of her cupboards

. forget. about paymg her back that she sttll owes me P

acan of tomatoes “We'll-call’ it even

domesnc crisis has been averted

© In‘the time we have lived next to. each other wc; —j“'

have traded just about everythrng in each other s |
- house: not exeepting our children — the: latter on a
temporary basis, of COUrse, -

“The miost. commonly exchanged rtems are ﬂour c

: ),sohee 1
y xsanother day)andadvree (youean get rt

a most sattsfactory arrangement. B

I want to write today about the unspoken .-

- '-_mamage ~— the Catholic marnage of:long duratron
" which has stopped- bemg a marfiage. In- this-

" . marriage, partners. long ago gave up any hope of -

- recapturing a love there once was. or dlscovenng one

L there never was. .

For reasons of famrly or church dlvorce is out of .
" the question for them. Most of these individuals live
" _the life described by Thoreau as one of quret i
' desperatlon .

Why wnte about these marnages" Bemuse we
tend to: presume that marriages are either happy,
dissolved or-in need of enrichment. We -haven't

o acknowledged these in whiich the partners live a- hfe

of misery-and which no mamage ennchment

K]

I’ve been .aware of many of these sad mamages

e through reader mail for-a long time, but the idea to
" write about. them came from my friend, Father John " -

Biuett of Orlando, Fla. diocese, who told. me. that

“when:he- announced in-late December that there -

would be renewal of weddmg vOWws at Mass the

L - following Sunday, several panshloners confided to: . |

“him that they couldn t be put m a posmon of

ki3
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renewmg thenr vOWws to one another After hstenmg

to them, he decided to preach on the. subject -‘We ¢ are .

mdebted to him for these words

_ “q have always felt our divorced persons weré the -
~~ - most hurting group-I had ever worked with, Tam |

"now inclined to believe that those who are fiving in
- marriage situations where there is no I6ve have a .

- more difficult cross to bear: What we 5o often see on _

- the outside surface is not what is going on inside. It .
never occurs to-us that they feel like they are living =

" Ca lie, struggling beyond belief with: their relatronshlp

‘And they keep it well hidden from ‘each other, thelr

- friends, and the world at. large. Forrmany, thenr kind
of Situation 1s a llvmg hell ‘ -

' “While there is much- nghtful understandmg and" .
| support of those who-are divorced, staying ina_ | =
. pamful and often futtle relatlonshtp can. bea much' -

st ,ggle than bemg drvorwd Yet all too )
¢do not even give token support to these =
fact, for the most part,. I dom’ t thtnk we

¢
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d are those who teel alone n marnage,* they -

issad are those whoaredtvorwdlseparated they g f

.can sti bepartofeommumty
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