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' seaon ‘and out of -seasonfor the intettiational

‘ : feiteration. of the woids pf»Paul

- € to follow The questtons of
eorrscnpnomfor'mrhtary SErvice. arcpart of the -

; res‘
e broader polrtreal rnoral issue of war and peace in_the. nuclear
. < age. But fegistration*and conscnptron bear so directly on the
. moral decrsron that they require: specific: attentlon Coe

" The US Catholic Conference and its- predecessor the

. Nanonal Catholic- Welfare -Conference, . have- spoken ‘to_the

quistion: of .péacetime mrlrtary ‘conscription-"five times -since-

* 1944. The present débate in Congress and the media raises- both

- old"and new "questions; we offer in this. statemént a’body of -
principles. and a senes of posmons in response to the publlc

. debate, )

~

©We recdgnwe' 26, f course, that thequesnons of regtstratton and
.conscription arise,-as Vatican 11 said, because, “war has not
.been.rooted out-of. human affarrs ”In thefaceot' ‘the sad truth of
this statement, our. resp -as. ch.m
- POPES

the. iSame. a5 that ot' ‘alk
mm umty tQ
“turn'from war and to:do the works of peace: The: ‘primary.
obligation-of the nuclear age'is fo; banish tesort (o force. from the

" daily affairs:of natiofisand:peoples: From Pius X1I to John Paul -

11 the.cry- of the churchandthe rayer.of :all’ behevers isa:
[: “No- *MOTe; War,, war|never
agam!" Thrs must rem@u our. p"maly response to ‘war {oday

" Only in. the context-of .this. Statement can. we cons‘tdef the’
.- Question of what is the Iegmmate role of governments and the
. responsrbllrttes ‘of .citizens regardmg mtlltary conscnptlon “We -
. see - regrstratron, eonscnphon and -participation. in- mrhtary

sérvice as moral”questions. :as- well -as. political rssues -Our
perspectve on these issues is shaped by Catholic moral teachmg

A _on the role of the stdte. and.the_rights and: responsrbrlnres of -

citizens when both citizen: and state are confronted by questrons

- ofwarandpeace P . i

With Vattcan ll we recogmze that ‘as long as the danger of

. “war remains and there is no competent and suffi iciently powert‘ul
~.- authority at the international level, governments cannot be. -

‘denied -the right to- legmmate defense once every- means of .
peaccful settlement " has ‘been ‘¢xhausted.”. This pnncrple
acknowledges -the nght of the state to ‘call citizéns.to acts of

“legitimate. defenise.™ To this right_there corresponds the duty
~each.citizén has to contribute to the common good of. socrety,

including, as an essentral element, the defense of soclety Both
‘the right of the state and the responsrblhty of the- cmzen are.

L govemed ‘by moral prmcrples which seek fo protect ‘the welfa
- j of soctety imd to preserve 1nvrolate the consclence of. tlre cmzen

l

The moral rlght of the. sta}e ,to use ,force "severely lumted

s both in tefms of the reasons for whichforce is employéd and the

fnean. to be used.. While.acknowledging the duty of the state-to-

. defend society and ifs correlative.right to use forte in certain " Sf F
. circumstances; we also affirm-the Catholic teaching that the = .
>state’s decision fo use force shouid always be‘morally scruttmzed

by citizens asked to support the decision or to parttcrpate n-war.

B,
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nd Draft

ion- i whether ‘women’ should be regtstered and .
) hit ted’ on the sdme basis as men. Thts is 2 complex
questton whtc touches-several issues, It s our posmon ‘that the
jpast. practice: of smaking military sérvice:an optron for wonren .
.but not an obhgatlon ‘hias served us well.as a society. We donot ™
see’ good- reasons for ‘changing ‘this practice and so we oppose‘ o
;both the: reglst atron and the conscrlptton of women: o

6) Methods of Reglstratrom Whlle we acknowledge the nght
of the state to regrster cmzenS, we are disturbed by proposals 10 <=
-use methods lof registration which .would: reguire schools to-
provide . mforlmtron for registration. Stch-direct- access by .
pubhc authorities, to records for this sensitive: oral issue could -
raise-.serious | issues _of church and. _state.], We' éxpress -our .

- opposition to{this:méthod of registration; we support methods.
.which do not| diréctly mvolve the prrvate o rehgtous sector m .
the reglstratto‘ _;process. . y

ese principles and polrcy consnderatlons there isa -
nade directly to the community. of the church. .

elationship of the church-to guestions of war and"
peace is'as &' hroral teacheér. With- Vatlcan It Jwe affirm that “all-
- those who enlter the military. service in loyalty o their country
_should Jook:upon themselves as. the custodians of the secunty -

and freedom of their fellow countrymen; and when-they carry
“out - their duty properly, they are’ contnbutmg to the main-,
tcnance of i peace H

I E A ,‘ g l

- We alsoal lﬁrm that th sion: to enter mrhtary service: and
subsequent _sr 0S| m‘the ifie of military, dufy involve ‘moral
questions of tmportance Hence; the issues of registration
and.conscription raise questions of the kind and.quality of moral
education - . takes place - in our - educational system. .
.Specifically, [ it raises .thequestion :of .what “educational :and -
counselmg 1ESOUrces are:available toa person facing reglstranon )
or. conscrrptlon In adoptmg thrs -statement of public policy on” -
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. final point to
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registration and ¢consctiption we call upon-schools and religious
~ educators tg. include systematic formation -of. conscience on
questlons of|war and peace'in their curncula ‘and we pledge- the
-assistance o approprrate diocesan. agencies in ‘counseéling any of
those who: face questlons.of mrhtary servxce L
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Geneva - A final report offrce ‘for. - regronal ' l-L::::::ms )
from_the group studying the . .répresentatives from. two: to” W . to bétter
feasibility of|a diocesan board  three years, and @ proposal SERVE /
-of education-will be one itern  giving the Seléction of:Bishop * ‘YOU!
.on the agenda- of the Diocesan; - - Commiittee, the. responsrbthty R
Pastoral’; rrcil (BPetwhenl {0 updaté the- diocesan needs .

it

r A AY 7 assessment statement each
from

. 62:45 p.m:at year R SR
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‘ “The . task force exammed . )
’ ‘thé formation of a board they A
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. use of force can. produceaposture of respopsible participation in - ‘group which identifies needs, * -
.. the. governments decision- or conscientious objeetion to some  ses”
- .reasons for using force, some methods of using force or even' programs fand establishes-

* - specific positions:

- registercitizens for the purpose of military. conscription, both.in
. “peacetime and in tinies of natiohal emergency. Therefore we- . formation-
.. find no objection in- pnnctple to this action:by the goveqnment

- .‘: . :‘for this. at: any partrcular time.

‘{nstitution’ of mitlitary consctiption except-in the case of a -

.- draft system which requires-the chief executive to- obtaxn anew:
: 'authonzatton to inducta spectf' ic number of nien into'the armied .

.+ forces “if clear 1purposes o£ adeqpate defense demand
’ -.conscrlpuon sl

I dimensions as.a central element in Catholi¢ teachmg[\ on the -
*_ morality, of ‘war. [First, we support the right of ‘conscientious - “authority
-~ . objection asa vahd mioral position, derived from the Gospel and
- Catholic teachmg, and: recognized.as well.in'U.S. civil law ‘The " dency for the same persons to * .
¢ . legal protection-'provided for: conscientious ob;ectors—os 2 be named to.various’ boards;.
-.- .commendable -part. of “our . pohttcalfsystem which, must be
- _preserved in any pohcy of conscrtptlon SN o

B objection as:a moral conclusion which: can be- vahdly!denved
_from. the ¢lassical’ moral teaching -of Just war - theory. ‘The
- position. of selecnve conscientious objection ‘has not yet found . :

. . give this legmmate ‘moral position a Secure legal status. The
* . experience- of -the Vietnar War- highlighted . the moral and .

. -welcome a dialogue with legrslators, lawyers, ethicists, and other
. relngtous leaders about how to transpose thls moral posrtlon mto

‘ ‘-hatre in -the_past, a’ universal .or national ‘service corps, our:
L opposmon “rests . upon its: compulsory character -
o proportronate threat tq the natton qr need for. rt is.not clearly

. ewdent - )

‘,,qu‘estro’ns ‘m' fhe publl

From the perspective of the-citizen, the moral scrutiny- o'f every defined -as. l“a representative -

goals, recommends

‘some specific branchés of the service because of the mtssrons policies to give direction to.all
they may- be: asked to perform (cf. “Human Lifein Our Day )., educauonal ministries of the

In Jlight of these general prmcrples we, are led 10 the followmg d'°°°5e

“The - tas k -force’s repbrt )
notes four advantages 10
r)f such a board:-

I

1y Regrdratmn. We acknowledge the- nght -of. the state to -

-increased [lay involvement;
- introduction ‘of business .. |
. expertise; the possibiity of a-..
‘broader concept of education,
2) Mlhtary Conscriphon. We arc opposed ‘to any. re- and anincreased credibility if

more. people are involved in. -
seting - drocesan pohcy on
educanon issues.

However, we believe it necessary to present convmcmg reasons. -

national defense emergency. We support the present standby

thﬁculttes hsted in the v

“report 'are cost -and: time"';:.
- traveling-
*3) Conscieatious Oluecuon We regard thrsquesnon rn all its - possible-inc ease p
limitations| on the board’ ,
nsxdenng current; i
‘ pansh aufonomy, thie. .ten-..

l

- and questrt'ms ‘concerning the:

_effeciiveness of -a_diocesan ' |
“board ‘consjdering the. present’ |
“condition of.the regions and of

Seeond, we- support ‘the nght of - seleottve conscrentious
educatron commtttees

Consr
-the - com!
rt, it

g these pomts, -
ittee "stated in its =
il fecommend that . .
t-he. J reactivate” its-
“Teaching Mission Committee
10. promd’ ,development.- .
‘of -parish | -
- mittees, -and to -continue to
2 R s v “re:earcl:)de eld;uct;nonals lrlreedsi

: , and. ‘m or . collegial -
4)[lﬁiv€issl NatfodtlSemeé: ecohtmue tooppose,as we decisions on 'local, reg: onal
and dlocdsah levels

expressnon in our fegadl system, buta- means shiouid be: fpund to

political: stgmt“reancetof prectsely thisquestion. “We are sure of
-the moral validity.of selective conscientious objecnon, we would--

thena.

: :, B Among other |tems to be
e LT .ol - . discussed

5) Women and Military Conscnption. One of he new mént to'the’

( debate about regtstrat hat W ;
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