When S told a fnend that I had agreed to serve on-

our state’s White. House: Conferernce for Families- and;

- also to-present a workshop at the Conferencé, he.",

‘ R said. “I knew you were a writer but Ididn’t know
) you ‘werea masochrst to.boot.” :

Actually, it was nsky, what wrth people in other '
states.all-but hitting one another with. picket signs-in
order-to save the famrly from each’ other and évery
special mtereqt groupan America trying to use the
Conference fo foster its own. interests. But I agreed -
_bécause' k sensed what the Conference could be and

" . - do for families.

In many. counftries. there is a famrly watchdog

. - commission it government Whose purpese it is to let-
- legrslators know the impact of proposed legislation

and rules on the famrly -Our_country has no such’

official body working on behalf of -the family and we'_ .

- complam loudly about that. “Who cares. about. the-".
. family in Washmgton" "we ask. - Whos lrstemng to
“the family?” ' .

,legrslanon arid federal monies, there was ari im--
" mediate national reaction: “The federal government

. is trying to take over the family.” Placards were ~

--made, meetings were called, and most. of the state

groups
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l’m happy to say that the conferenee in the state

" of Colorado was not one. Therefore; it didn't recetve .
- the national publicity of those who "self-destructed, .~
'From the beginning, our plannmg Commission . -
. -worked toward cooperatmg and shanng ideas’ and
facilities for supporting the family_instead of

competing for the controllmg relrgtous |deology or -
secular philosophy of the famtly We were almost

,'successful ;;n both counts AN >

- 1-had some trepldatron about my worl(shop s

. ~because of its topic: “The Church:as Family. Support
. But. when the Whrte House called.a Conference o~
) lrsten to families. and to find ways of their lmpactmg .

Center.” L spoke on the use of local:churchies as. -

-~ effective centers for’ nerghborhood parent. educatron
-~ family communication,.drug educition; day care,
" elderly. and other services:. 1 mentroned many
* churches-around the country that are alreadydomg
. this, the problems they encountered and the -
conferences effectrvely demohshed by special- mterest L
- : xand they could have used it to battle one another :\ ;

gratifying results. There were 80 in my workshop
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> .

in’t pr'eVent them from’ talkmg
g :ble ways of dealing with subjects

ng. tsolanon and chrld abuse L .

1nterested in the welfare of: famrltes can . Ol
gether ‘withoat. drmmrshmg the beliefs of ong/
. I'Ve:lost patience with-those who come to A

* suchrefforts tol sandbag.them and then latér coin--
plain| that the government doesn’t.care. It caresas |
‘much as we care, no more, no less, and if we mdulge
in the qu' ry of battle rather than the more prosarc

| city. of Corinth please come forward.”
- Father' James Lang. issued. this strange. rnvrtatron
{ to a group of. eight young men and women on a

" recent Sunday afternoon it St. Augustine’s tiny
church in.Baldwinsville; N.Y-. However;: he seemed-
the logtcal persen to make that summons. After all,
this priest from another parish-had guided them.
'| through a unique: live-in retreat which beganon *
. Friday night of the eventful weekend and concluded -
“but a few. hours before they recerved the Holy Spirit *
| .in Confirmation. . . - .
.| There was reason behmd the crty of Cormth”

| " label. This column: explams that, and -describes the .

firmation program.. -

| [Itall started two years earlrer when the candrdates
_ were seventh grade students. Gathered in clusters.of -
| eight, they began an everyother-week year and a

. . half long preparation Session in a:specially- trained

couple $ home. During that time they followed. the
* staridard curriculuin for a confirmation class. “These’ -
- | ‘meetings and the compamon service projects, .

T ﬁmtatron weekend. . -,
: ".Each leadershrp couple knew they would be
A ~responsrble for one of St. Paul’s cities.on this-
_|. weekend and consequently studied .their assrgned
: letter(sl for months in advance under the drrectron of

' A thh Conﬁrmahon Program

% _“Will the.candidates for, confirmation from the .

i - highlights of ‘St. Augustine’s. remarkably rich con- ‘_ N

" nevertheless; kept pointing to the retreat on con; i
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'the pastor, Fathier Thomas McLaughlin.
. Upon arrival at the renewal center, each cluster
‘ recerved a new leader couple and was given the,

: : fname of 'a city addressed by St, Paul‘in his epistles
" — Corinth; Ephesus, Rorie, etc: Throughout their

three-days they -examined ‘the main themes of that

.- specific letter In addition, the “Church-at Corinth,”

to.illustrate, ate, prayed, discussed, worked and
played together.
* Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Costello of Syracuse

‘_-' “who was to’ confirm them that Sunday afternoon. at’

3, opened the retréat on Friday evening, thus’

' developing a closer relationship with these young

men and women which would gréatly enhance the
later celebration.-of ‘this sacramerit. -
‘Father Lang assumed: the dynamrc leadership fole

‘-for the rest of the-weekend. He cmployed many.

techmques common today in Such spmtual ex- s
periences for youth, but:geared them to- con- . .

fashronedl- "‘banner reﬂect therr lei
Paren " askeq”t_'o w'h?’ezletter_s

which ‘weré hand-delivered just - pnor’ to.

iy ceremony and brought tears to. many

d fathers. = :
t concluded at noon, offenn; the
just enough time: to-return home,

d reassemible for their Confirmation mass. .

that kind of preparatron, the candidatés . . |
ed: unusual excitement, joy and enthusrasm E
‘ hturgy They came iorward mto the

; t.eight ¢

. “_,nt personally.decorated with, symbols of |

after commumon recerved a candle

e

_ Some men marry glrls for their cookmg (or 0 rt rs ’
Co- commonly believed). At our house tiie situation was - ‘

 reversed, although the. head of the house’s Prowess ..
- in.the krtchen was-only one of a dozen or more
' reasonslsardyes T e N
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_On our first date e invited me.to the ‘horie of

some: friends, Sylvia and Roger Gorman, and once :
- there proceeded to- create dmner for all of us.-
A - )

- The drsh whrch he orrgmated and named is
©  dubbed “Balted Rrgoletto” due to ‘the fact that it

. . .utilizes the pasta known as figatoni and- because the |
i chef happens tobea Verdr fan o L .

T Whenever he offers 10 cook on the weekends
-. Baked. Rrgoletto is the standard request. In our pre-

X 'dret days we. used to consume it wrth 3 loaf of crt.sty i

-f ifmation. Thus for example they leamed apv
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“FAitin the Famlly

S »'.ltalran bread and a bottle of Wme Now in the in
. “terest of savmg caloriés we skip:thie bread and drink
-~ alitile extra wine. (It doesn't ! save any calories, but
. ..by the time we ve had the second glass’ we "don’t care
..'.any more) o

»
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PoSstbly the best feature about thrs drsh (after the

E l_fact that it tastesSo g00d)-is that this particular ‘chef*. -
_ . washes;’ dnesland puts. away- -every pam; potand.

. utensil\as he usés. rt What more could any housewrfe -
; ask" K o , ‘

‘/z ~pound momrella

2 meédium greéen peppersj B ¢

xpound Italran

‘ na httle water chk

and 'dram‘ at. Shce : d'set asrdea I”n separate pan.
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