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- With Rehgtous Vocatron Week and Mother's Day

e marked so close together, it was only-natural, I

- suppose, that. my thoughts returned- recently to my
freshman year ata small college for women m Ene

Most of the: gnrls were day students. Only 4 of us
" freshmén were boarders, a hallway separatmg the

: ,school wmg from the convent

- 1 do not. know 1f the proxmuty was. responsrble
-but during the spring of that first and-only year I -

* was 10 spend ‘there;-a total of six friends crept one
“by one€'into my room to confide that ‘they had come.
to a: momentous dectsron S

By the tlme the fourth one had put in an ap

pearancc :she did- not-even-have to finish- ‘the sen-

*7 - tence. I would-do'it for her. “You.ars goitig to ]Olll
" - the sisters at the convent

I would say and she o
:~ would nod happrly - C

, We wauld hug each other I would: offer B
congratulattons and she would go off down the. hall
- to confide in: still another, while I would srt on my

' '.bedwrthmy head in my. hands 5 .‘j .

;,'.lnteroeing Past thferent Pl'%ent — - -
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. \hasme(haha) Alsoshehasmydad

~ her simple cléthes, quict-demeanor and kitchen

- the academlc world

3 expenences

Secretly I was homt?ed ln sptte of a Cathohc
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*‘Dont Choose Me, Lo_rd . But He Dtd

fe

© . arrival:12:years after the last child: had been born,
-- . had taken us all by surprise. Pink and:cuddly, she
" Was dehcrously soft'and huggable At 18 I was not -
- . much taken with the’idéa of rharriage, but I was .
o 'deﬁmtely enthralled by babies and hoped they
- belonged in-my- future. L
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' , | AII in the Fam:ly

upbnnglng whtoh mcluded bemg versed in the ardor

of the saints, F'was.at least 20' years away. fiom

" . knowing about the kmd of love that outburns any E
~ worldly- relattonshlps ' : .

More tmportantly, at least from my pomt of view,” . -

~there was a new baby at homie. A sister, whose

: “Don t ctioose me, Lord,” prayed gulltrly that
spring and it was with great relief 1 left that corivent-

) college atmosphere in June eonvmwd He hadn’t

But of course He had Although for somethmg
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- thank

for my -vocation and assurc Him that all
., these rs Iater, P’m still-‘enthralled by babies — - .
. ‘both httle kmd and those asleep down the hall .
- now grr)wn wp.. g ,

dtfferent 0bvrously He dtdn’t thmk I was any more’
fit for|Sisterhood than I did. Argumentative, in-" ©

. dependent; Stubborn and mostly mouth, I wasn’t ﬁt
. for alnythlng much except tobe left alone to grow
up. |- b S
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T Well I wasnt left aloné. ‘But, l was helped to
- gTOW' Up . very. slowly And, somewhere in.the

: mtddle} of it all | was made to see that in'spite of my

endent self it was not I who was. calling: the
. The choice of what 1 should do with- my life
n made for me, probably long before 1 ever
| that silly-prayer.:Once I ‘got that’ through

a my. l\ei:i everythmg was eminently easier.

' As Mother’s Day approaches 1 tlunk of that long

o ’-ago g?yer -and the Lord’s almost certain amusement B e

about my day, tearing out my hair,
ng sometimes at the top of my- lungs and -

- 'wonde ng aloud. what Iever drd to. deserve such'an.
: _mcom 'blecrew L ._,t. : .

And l mtagme "His srmle last thmg ‘at mght asl

Age 5) My Mother
*. My-miother-is nise. ‘he Jikes me. We gota dog. Mork

.o ’

- (Age 9 My Mother

Cub scout bage. My mother is a little bit young but shes

"'t allmost old. She makesime clean my-room but sometimes .

'takesmeshmg.Shelikescheescakredherwdrntogo

"1 - out and my dad. She doesn't like mudhzzerdsloudmusrc

- -liver or when we fight. She makes good spegéty and

.makes my 100 words (oownung the tltle)
_ (Age’ 12) My Mothe

¢ My.mother js probly‘ like fost other mothers except

- shes-different. You saidto write-about what makes.her -
different. Well, for. one’ thing, shes different because she

- (Who'aren't as -nice as-| am). She likes to sew..On" -
Valentmes Day she sneaked mto our dressers and put .

I am- writing this assrnment about ‘my mother to get my. -

meetballs, When she :was" littie shic lived on a farm and had-
I'1-cats and a dog and cows and chikens and horses. This =

2

and my two brothersr

; _ﬁ'hearts on all our under —_ (oops)
pretty niice except whensshe gets mean, Like when we used
‘her curhng iron to. drill holes in our snowmen. -And she

| Mother - Ltfelong AsSrgnment

all our shrrts She‘

‘. won’t-let me’ watch Saturday thht Ltve Othcrwnse shes
."mce B , S

.

, (Age 16) My Mother :

‘My mother.has-a 79 Rabbtt that gets 39 rmles to the

_gallon. It has a fuel mjectron engine -and mag wheels but -
-she doesn’t want to have it customized.- Somettmes there’s -
- a shrver in the transmtsslon but 1 think thats because she - -
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- -flourish: -
'utudesglo eoutseareabttmnuuve,butmsptteoftl\ose, .

[

yellow th a cream top and I think that’s.cool; Her next

" car migh beatransAerthaTBarsunrooformaybea
‘Datsun 280ZX with spoilers.. Well, lguessthats all l‘ve B
\'gottosa aboutmymother ot

tAgez-lMmeher o

msprteot‘hereerlymaleducauonandthehckof ‘
authentic|survey data back then, she has managed to. .
uately in-the modern era. Some of her at- -

- r.fown’quamt traditional way._ -

L tethlsworktomymotherwhohstenedtome
was boring, who-suffered me when I was in-

" sufferable and who loved me when l was ‘unlovable. .

theclutch nghtt Sheusedto have a 55 Chevy,

lproﬁleofmy mother will mdtcate that . .

"In:the St. Cloud an dtocese the extérnal .
appearance ‘and current actlvuy of two peopl@totally

- nnceal therr qulte dlfferent pasts

Kathleen Kelly works day after day preparmg
‘meals, washmg dishes; changmg beds and cleaning

[ rooms at “The Dwellmg Place,” a. Franclscan Retreat.

House located in Sauk Raplds on the Mrssrssrppr '
Rtver '

When first mtroduced to Kathy, I Judged from

labors ‘that this ' Woman lived-in the neighborhiood

* and had been hired by these Franciscan Sisters of
thtle Falls to help wrth the housework )

My judgment was far off the mark

- several degrees, including a Master’s in sociology, and
schose this life style durtng her sabbattcal year from '

i

Her past pla_ces and‘

She taught socxology at Vlterbo College in the

. mtdwest became the first woman residentat.

Catholic Umversrty 3 Theologtml College or..
_.seminary ‘preparing young men for: the priesthood,
~-served four yéars:as a campus ‘minister at the -
Umversrty of Cincinnati and supervised: for. three

-years the development of a preé: marriage inventory . .
_ program as well as "doing some marital counsellmg in:

ts reveal remarkable IR

" the Crookston- diocese prior to assuming thé role of =

Kltchen Lady at “'l"he Dwellmg Place M B o

. l.’ v
L

Fr JosephM
-{Champlin -

‘ OurChurch Famrly |

Those frequent uprootmgs have helped her‘ in-",

" -task in-a- small rural diocese near the Canadian. - -
" border meant: leavmg behind oomfortable pattems of-

L hvmg and close friends. to start-over in-a. strange
- _terrttory Such transfers cause pain; leave Us uneasy

o * . in‘unfamiliar surroundings, push persons to rely
oo Shei is Srster Kathleen of that commumtyv, holds = . ..

-!

Stster Kathleen reflects here the steps towa‘rd

il

_5. detachment practiced by. her-model; St. Franqls Thrs .
‘sabbatical year of quiet, hidden, manual- laborl '
- +'likewise mirrors’ the humrhty of the Samt from
_ Assrsr R D

-

Havmg acqutred all the degrees or courses hwded

rand traveled as a lecturer or student-around the
- world, she lthought it mtght ‘be i keeping. with the
Franctscanr spirit to withdraw from' the hmeltght for
..a year, to Spend ‘her months in this quiet way. with. -

the physical works, solitude and reflectlve prayer
o ,whtch accompany lt |

‘i' N ."v..-‘

. -._-tensify a spirit of powerlessness before-the Lord:To .~
- move from instructor.in the nation’s capitol tp anew -
~ministry ; at an Ohio-university to an. administfative . °

R

trme, tlhe immediate thought comes to:mind, “He

- must be the-older pastor of a nearby- parish.” This
- big, talllman with full, but greymg hair wearsa.

rtcal surt

retired at 55 from his secular job, accepting full ‘time
employ ient for the diocese at'a salary then 90

" percent below hts _previous.amount. For the next

_five years he:not only kept at his post, but also o

' eritered he formation- program for permanent ;

) Kruch
- the marketing ﬁeld By visitirig with priests'and

. -the design

' wnlls

s deacons, bemg ordarned on June 2,1978.
upon other people for help, and above all, -to tnist. m .
the Lord.- 4 L

As diocesan development dtrector, Deacon 4
n has been using the skills he sharpened m

leadersh p persons, he has formed a picture of pansh
fiscal | . With-that information, Ken has begun
of programs which will increase Sunday
collectiops, provide Catholic alternatives for persons

-—l

“money, establish a diocesan annuity investment plan
and offer gurdance for panshroners in drawmg up

" }Are t ere- other people hke Kenneth Kruchten in_ -

mlar world who would hke to retire at an.

jor sin the. state, earning at the time a six ﬁgure L
fy common for top flight management people in" - -
8. Married and the father of elght children, he "~ "

"who have received-an unexpected srgmfmnt sumof ©
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