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The "good and faithful, 
pastor" has left. John E. 
McGafferty, a transplanted 

•New" Yorker who made his 
career in the Rochester 
diocese 

He had been an auxiliary 
"bishop and vicar-general for. 
more than 12 years, and 
cathedral rector since .-V972-.' 
Earlier in.his career he served 

• the diocese in administrative 
jiosts for .17 years, in Catholic 
'Charities and the Tribunal, 
He- was a former pastor of 
Holy Rosary Church and. 

- forrner Southern Tier vicar. 
Son of. the late Joseph and' 

Mary Cavanaglf McCafferty, 
he was born in-New York 
City and spent his first 13 
years there. He attended St., 
Nicholas, of Tofentine 
grammar school in the Bronx 
and entered DeSales High 
School when the family 
moved to Geneva. 

"I: remember serving Ar­
chbishop Hickey'sMass in St. 
Stephen's .[Church every 
morning all [through my high 
school years,,' Bishop Mc-

• Cafferty jsaid in an interview 
12 years .ago.. The late ar­
chbishop^ he explained, had 
retired to the St. Stephen's 
rectory "••• and was teaching 
religion at DeSales. 

Trained for the priesthood 
in the diocesan seminaries, he 
was ordained March 17,1945, 
by. Bishop James Er Kearney . 
at Sacred Heart. Then, after 
less than two years in parish 
work — at' St.. Mary's, 
Cariandaigua, and Im­
maculate^ Conception, 
Rochester— the young .priest 
was sent to study canon law at 
Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. 
He returned in 1949 with a 
'doctorate, served two years as 
assistant director of Catholic 
Charities and iri. 1951 began 
.his 15 years as officialis, ,or 
chief-judge, in the diocesan. 
Tribunal. . 

Before the cqurt̂ years were 
oven,; he was* assigned in 
October 1965 to the pastorate 
of Holy Rosary Church. 
There, he- remained"-into His 
first year as auxiliary bishop. 
His; "appointment by Pope 
Paul VI was announced by 

Memorial Mass 
Elmira. — 'A memorial 

Mass for Bishop Jolin. E. 
McCafferty -was celebrated 
Sunday evening at St.. Mary's, • 
Sout'hside. Homilist was 
Father Thomas Wheelandi 
the' • bishop's longtime . 
associate. 
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Notes from Sacred Heart pupils were included in the offertory gifts. 

Bishop Fulton J, Sheen on 
Jan. 10, 1968, along with that 
of Auxiliary Bishop .Dennis 
W.'Hickey. The consecration; 
took, place the.. following 
March 14 at Sacred. Heart 
Cathedral. lit' September, 
Bishop McCafferty left 
Rochester for Elmira, to serve 
as vicar for the Southern Tier 
until his recall as cathedral 
rector in January 1972. -

He was the first chairman 

of the diocesan' Ecumenical 
Commission,. 1965-68, and 
first president of the diocesan 
Priests Council;; 1968^69. He 
was a member, ex officio, of 
the state arid national bishops' 
conferences, and since 1974 
had served on the New York 
State Catholjc Committee. In 
1971, BishopTJoseph L Hogan 
put him in charge of planning 
for the Diocesan. Pastoral 
Council. 

From time to time, Bishop 

McCafferty: commented; 
publicly on his various ac­
tivities'. The ecumenism 
program, he remarked, "has 
done, a great deal to open 
doors between personalities in 
our many' church' groups. I 
treasure the fine associations I 
have been .able to make with 
clergy and -persons in 
professional life in this diocese 
whom I had never known 
before, 1 believe that the laity 
have welcomed ecumenical. 

A mourner pays respects at the bier as hundreds* filed past during the day Thursday. 
The- priest in line is.Father Robert R McNamara of S t Bernard's Semihard the 
diocesan historian. . . " 
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At one cf his first Southern 
Tier mectir gs, he told a group 
of Coming women that Pope 
John XXIII had "demolished 
many of the ceremonial 
barriers thi t existed" between 
bishops aiK their people. '•; 
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simple geography; 
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there must be a 

effort if we 
about the true 
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"overwhelmed . . . it is a 
terrible responsibility in this. 
age." He reported later, from 

' Elmira, that as Southern Tier 
vicar he never had had what 
he could call ah average day: . 

But two. years ago, posing 
with Bishop Hickey-for a 10th 
anniversary photograph, he 
didn't talk about his work. His 
"statement," delivered with a 
grin and seconded by his 
colleague, "was simply,.."We 
stand on our record." 

of his Holy 
pastorate as -"an 
fulfillment" of his 
There never was 

I didn't feel at 
1 he told his 
in his farewell 

1965, he took 
ixmsecrationof the 

Episcopalian 
Christ Church, and 

at the time as a 
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When hts appointment as 
auxiliary jishiop was an­
nounced lie said' he was 

They Came 
To Pray 

• Large tarnoats at a scries 
of rosary services for 'the 
ailiag Bishop John E. 
McCafferty erkfeaced the 
popularity and respect' for 
him, according to Father 
Thomas WbeeUad, Sacred; 
Heart associate.pastor aad 
secretary to the bishop. 

The first of the 10 sertices 
drew betwea 600 awl 700 
persons 'to the Cathedral, 
Father Whcdaad sakt Eight 
more oasaccessiTe. Bights 
before the bishop's death 
were attended by 300 or 400, 
father WheeiaBd said. 

"Awl thea m the trst 
night after his death, the 
ebarch was fall (800)." 

Cardinal' ference J.. Cooke offers condolences to Joan 
McCaffer y, Bishop McCafferty's sister and only living' 
.relative. I r their respective homilies; both Bishop. Clark 
(Friday) a id .Bishop Hickey (Thursday) extended the 
sympathy of all in the diocese to IVliss McCafferty. 
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