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The high cost of new homes 
-fduis a taste for the style and 
designs of another age ate 
pushing many would-be 

• hdme<Mftneii into seeking 
wtgo^buysinolderhomes. 
jThe;the0rif is that an bid, 

perhaps somewhat rundown 
house can be purchased at 

, an affordableprice and reno­
vated for, less money than 
either a new! or already re­
built dwelling. 

• ' If you are considering such 
a project, designer Peg 
Walker who assisted a young 
couple frpni Connecticut 
with an extensive remodeling 
job, offers: this advice: Al-

. though the redoing of an 

. older house may be a labor' 
of love; treat it just as you 
would any other large mon­
etary investment because 
that's exactly; what it is. 

An old house can be fixed 
up and turned into a worth­
while investment if the pros­
pective homebuyers keep a 
few-rules in mind. 

In most cases, an old house 
should- not be purchased 
without taking a careful look 

. at"the surrounding neigh­
borhood. Miss Walker says, 
"If you are going to spend a 
lot of money renovating it, 
look at the neighborhood 
closely. Are there other peo­
ple in that area investing 
money to upgrade their 
homes or is the neighbor­
hood continuing to run down, 
Market value of an individual 
horne is greatly influenced 
by the prices of homes a-
roundit. | ." 

Remodeling projects could 
go perhaps S5,000or$10,000 

. beyond market price-but no 
/more^U theseUingprice of, 
a houseand the remodeling. 
costs push it $15,000 or 
$20,000 beyond market val­
ue, normally you won't be 
able to get your total invest­
ment out oflit if you decide 
t d s e l l . V ••} '. •_• • ••• >. 

Because many homebuy­
ers are loofcingat houses as 
ah inflation hedge as well as 

J.L 

a nice place to live, this is a 
, l ey point to keep in mind. 

K Another, item which can 
push the price of the home 
beyond market value is the 

! high cost of labortoday; For 
a substantially remodeled 
home to really make sense, 
the new owners should, plan . 
to do as much of the work 
themselves as possible. 

••';' As is the case with.any 
structure'to be remodeled, 

' Miss Walker cautions would-
be buyers to try and deter­
mine what is behind a wall 
before the unit is purchased. 

As an example, in newer 
homes wall studs are placed 
16 inches apart- In older 

ADD LIVING SPACE AND 
St 

homes, this might not be the 
case. In the Connecticut unit 
for instance, it | was not the 
case: 

"When we opened up the 
walls," Miss Wal ker says, "we 
found that stud distance was 
variable; Some were 16 inch-, 
es on center anpsome;were 
30 inches or 32 inches on 

•center. •<„•; I". 
Because any extensive re-* 

modeling project must ad­
here to today's ^building 

' codes, this meant that" more 
studs had to be purchased 
and installed, if his was an 
additional cost which could 
not be foreseen in advance 

: unless we had been, fully 

aware of the condition be­
hind the wall.] 

• : - . • - • - • ' • • • ' f 

A second mortgage is usually" but it is an added monthhJ| 
paid of̂  a lot .more quickly burden, until it is, *" 

A TIME HONORED TRADITION 
FWN8HEO OR UNFINISHED FLOORING 

SOLID OAK THAT DEFIES TIME „ 
AND WEAR. GREAT FOR MQH 

TRAFFIC AREAS, KITCHENS. FOYERS 
- AND FAMILY ROOMS •'.• 

. SKCUUirrSM HARDWOOD FLOORING 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

454.2533 " 
HARMAN FL00RIN(3«..fe 54^2m • * « « 

Robert D. Mead 

ROOFING SPECIALIST 
FOR 12YEARS 

— Quality Work at a Fair Price 
/Vent i la t ion insulation 

Aluminum Trim Gutters 
FREE ESTIMATES 

265-1525 
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Alt MAKES 
& MODELS 

OFHEATMG 

O U R EXPERTS 
C A N SHOW Y O U H O W 

All REFINISH1NG 
• MATERIALS 

TO HELP YOU. . . 
(WHETHER 

TOUChSUPOIL 
fOVERrALl-
PAINT JOB . 

MOUSE of PAINT 
J2376 LYELL AVE. 384 JEFFERSON RD. 2008 EMPIRE BLVD& 

S|At Howard Rd Opposite Sputhtowh Near. East way :-g: 
424-2244 671-2520 

BEFORE YOU 
START WORK 
Building codes are on the 

-books of virtually every town, 
city and county in the nation. 
But they'vary widely from 
one municipality toanother. . 

If you plan to add a. room' 
to your home or convert an 
existn^cn^famiUarizeyour-: 

selfwithtot^blujkttngc^des, ; 
says the National Home Im-. 
provement Gouncil. 

. Asagenneralrule, a build-
ingpermitis required when-' 
ever structural work is in-; 
volved or fwhen the basic 
living area ]of a residence is 
td'be altered- .. ..-'•; 

As an example, if you plan 
to partition off an unfinished. 

, area of your home and turn 
. it into a rojam you'd need a ^ 

buiUingpennit in nrost locali­
ties because you're changing 
an area from storage to living 
space. ' . * • --' 

.Code requirements-and, 
details on building permits 

. are usually available at your;'. 
town hall. You simply pay 
the required fee and assume 
responsibility for failure to 
file required permits, ISoise 
restfictiops. Sunday work, 
-rules., strejet blockage and 
cleanup requirements shduld' 

/ be carefully noted*; as should 
any/«lectricai or plumbing 
-needs. 

Whatever the Application 

the Numbers 
to Prove It 

HOT WATER 
ELECTRIC 
BASEBOARD 
HEATING 

Central/ .heating"./system? 
waste, up to 30% of the 
energy they consume. JN-
TERTHERM "/ Hot Water 
Ejectri'c Heat' is fully efficient 
l - . yo l i are saving: money! '*. 

The warm water continues to 
heat after the INTERTHERM 
unit is shut off. Your. elec­
tricity is running less often 

.you are saving" money! 

The INTERTHERM system 
allows you ip turn 'down, or 
oMj heating units in unoc­
cupied rooms while main­
taining complete comfort in 
other rbpms :. . you are'= 
.saying money! 

4 
INTERTHERM heatin 
provides the nearest floor-tt|f 
ceiling unjfbrmity of Jerrif 
perature of all heating 
methods tested. No heat i§ 
wasted at the ceiling . . . yp|i 
are saying money! , .$' 

Using, , INTERTHERM p i 
, table plug-in ; units. :[ 

bedrooms allows you to turi 
down, or off,* central heatitj| 
systems at n igh t . . : you are 
saving-money! , i' 

• ' • ' • ' ' " • ' ' • • • ' - " • • • ' ' . % 

INtERTHERM Hot ** Water 
Electric Heat' gives ydjd 
super ior corn for i , , 
economical operation arid 
safety—greater safety thah 
any other heating systerfj. 
Come in or call today for full 
information. ./'•.. :•&• 

Absolutely QWET! | 
WTERTHERM 

Has No Blower 
or Moving Parts. 

WARRANTEED 
10 

YEARS 

NO ROOM IS HAM) TO HEAT 
WITH INT^irmERM 

OVER l,6ft%00<> SOLD 

SfeEJiWTEf^ 
ON DISPLAY ATTHE •-
FDLLQVy! NG DEALERS 

"'#]• ALrtARFS ELECTRIC 
I i 110 CULLER BDrRochester 

AfiWAY SUPPLY 
ROUTE 15, East Avon' .'•> 

MORAN'S DECORATING CENTER 
3760 W.Hen rietta*Rd.- * * ^ A 
21.50 W.: Ridge Bd, . . - • . - 3 5 ° 
2171 Monroe Ave/ -
Eastview Mall 
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