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; N w atiihexofKliisiori o£this dayrso;intcnsc and rich in<. 
deep e i^ ibns and ta^ you,' 
ysiS^S^^^^'-pi^M^.:^^-'^ whote~of Umbria, 
Cogethlir with thosi: of you who have gathered here to 
sttgNJJJliBy^^0nit,m^ha.i generous dedication that you 

jointly displayed immediately after 
the disastrous,earthquake which 
struck- these hard-working people 

| last ̂ year. You bore at that time a 
aluminous witness^ all the more to 
be appreciated because it was a 
spontaneous; expression springing 
from your dynamic and serene 
spirit of sacrifice and emulating in 
the- work of assistance and 

| solidarity the example : of 
-precocious maturity offered by the 
young Benedict whose mind— as 
S t Grejgdry the Pope says — , 

rratuiedfnm«hjldh6od, anticipating age with virtues. •-. 

Inspired by.such a resolution to cooperate in the good of 
the community and especially of those living in painful 
conditions of hardship; you set yourselves in the true light of 
the Christian humanism proposed and livedby the Saint of 
Norcia, and which can be summed up" in true respect ft» man _ 

Jn every expression of his value; in efficacious love for him, 
especially when he reveals the countenance and the voice of 
suffering. - ~J ' • • . 

« Accept therefore dear young people . % '.• of the. various 
ecclesial groups, my affectionate greeting in this birthplace of 
St. Benedict and above all, my congratulations on what you 

. have carried out with your youthful enthusiasm: 

• • = & . -- Youricommitmeht of charity and altruism has found its 
place inlne age-old course of the Benedictine message. The 
latter invalid and relevant today, also because it is firmly 
attached <to perennial values, which; were they ever to-require 
new expression and verification, are such as to vivify and 

. elevate the human experience at all times.This message.must 
attract and win over also the young people of the present 
generation, who are often disappointed and confused in the 
maze of a hedonistic and permissive society. 

" In fact, also thesad times in which St. Benedict's spiritual 
experience found its place, were full of deep contradictions, 
ambiguous- and Utopian aspirations, vain resolutions. of. 

. grandeur; those times too, were marked by desolate moral 
wretchedness, and very low living standards, under the 
impact of peoples in-expansion, but still dominated by 
promptings of violence. The Saint of Norcia, however, 
nourished by thecertaintiesof the faith, reasserted the: power 
of a Christianity that taught moral dignity and spiritual 
freedom; and was at the same time the architect, of 
civilization. - . . ' - . \ , 

As. you Have clearly experienced, the conquest of interior 
spaces, offers God his rightful place in the human spirit, 
all that commitment, in a word, which we could distinguish 
with the primacy of the command tp pray, is absolutely not 
in conflict, but on the contrary brings relief and grants 
creative intuition to .true openness to,the social sphere, to 
daily duty deeply felt, to the living forces of work and 
culture, thus animating with fervent inspiration and spirit of 

' service thegreat and agitated world of work. 

What can I say to you in particular? . 

Continue, dear young people, with the. witness you 
generously bear, because while it is in harmony with the 
values of Benedictine tradition,' it is at the same time faithful 
to modern men, interpreting their deepest aspirations. " 

You have felt the urgent need of rneetirig the Absolute. 
and therefore you have discovered the importance, of in-

teriority; silence and meditation, to beVible-to grasp the 
definitive and reconciling meaning of your own existence. 
You have tasted the sweetness of prayer and of that ever" 
renewed and persevering reconciliation Of friendship with1 

the Lord established in hearts by. an existential attitude of. 
humble and active obedience to the Heavenly Father. Place., 
yourselves often before the interior Master, and those who 
represent hirri, in the attitude of the true disciple, who knows; 
how to be silent and listen. 

You, dear young peopfe, have discovered charity and lov% 
which are manifested in'solicitude for your neighbor and ih ; 
open dialogue with brother^ respecting their, dignity ana ; 

being able for a diffusion of reciprocal contribution. . ! 
• . . . ' • ' • . . . " . • • . ; . : • • - . t . ' 
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You love beauty which is {he .splendor pfjDrder ana 
therefore majnly innocence of life and harmony of the spirits 
.. The powerful call of the Benedictine message to seek XJO| . 
and his, will, to establish a social, context permeated hf 
brotherhood and order, takes oh an extraordinary "anf 
topical note in regard to the very serious problem .d| ••"• 
terrorism in Italy.. 'V f 

• : ' ' * - • ' . • ' " . ' . • ' • ' • ' ' • . " . - ' : , - • ' " . $ 

.The violence that is upsetting the social fabric of the ' 
Italian nation is hot fortuitous: it is based on a -precisf >. 
program, it is born of the spirit of hate. The origin of violence 
islhere; only here. Peo^ie must not let themselves be deceive! -
. by-other motivations,' That is why it is so' necessary fo|* 
Christians to be able to discern this spirit, understand-ii| 
intrinsic perversion arid-riot let themselves be contaminated! 
so that they can withdraw themselves from the. spiral of hat® 
and not let themselves be taken in by its promptings. On th|f 
contrary be clear-sighted and generous apostles of love. f 

Dear young people, you have picked out the ideal, .aril v. 
"main values of St. Benedict's witness arid, with the grace -dj\ 
God^you have undertaken to put them into practice in you|.v 

.lives. Coritinue to interpret them and embody them witfe 
courage, generosity and enthusiasm, convinced that the'Lordi 
himself is the only" guarantor, as the Psalmist says, of S i 
building with solid.foundations,"and therefore of a just„ans}|. 
human future, a peaceful and.productive society, ands 
harmonious arid brotherly order. '\k' 
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Use one to save the other. 

V 

Athome.andwork,therearelofsof • 
ways your phone can help you 
save gas. 
For example, instead of driving all 
over town; use the Yellow Pages to : 
locate trie store which has exactly 
what you want. Or.Skip the trip alto
gether—order by p>hone and have 
your merchandise delivered: 
Before you drive somewhere to. f . 
visit, telephone, ahead to make sure -
the people you want to see are there.' 

And use your phone, to schedule 
several appointments along the 
routeiof a single trip.-
Businesses can save by using the 
phone to hold meetings, replace . 
sates calls, collect overdue bills, 
update inventory information-,.. 
and get the job done just as 
effectively^ . : 
By getting more mileage from, your 
telephone, you'll save time and 

. money and ease up on the gas: 

• f 

@ 8 » ROCHESTER TELEPHONE 
.;*••*» Still the best way. to! g^t^round. 


