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. found in her commumty a "&oncern for othets, a
spmt, an at homenels

" Sister. Helen Edward Dobb a Paughter- of Chanty, remlls

" . that,-although her famrly had 'a_ “strong ‘devotional life,” one

. marked by membershtp in Catholic societies and strong parish’
- affiliation, it was she who made her own- decision to- enter-the.’

g relrgrous life: None of her brothers or srsters entered mto it;she .
. sard . .

Srster Mary Lourdes of the Srsters of St. IoSeph § sard that the
" foundatiori .of her vocation- “was. in' the environment in which,"

-, we- were. reared, a .very: devotional life.” She described her

- .-parents as “éncouraging the children to- lrve the Chnsttan-
M Catholrc life, thethmg they admrred most.” oo )

.
>

She commented t?at for her religious life contamed as “much- -
fulfillnent as possible. My relrglous life has been happrly and

R /l'r

lovmg. M

". Sister Mary Lourdes sard that the present is a—very excttmg .
- time in which to be. a rellgrous I .am now in- the penod of en- 1

o= Joymg today what went before

Srster Manlyn Pray States that relrgrous life-has: enabled—her to'

3

) grow personally. When she. entered, she said, “l was ‘completely. -
* . "ignorant of:the religious values except that I felt these women
© - -had values whrch L wanted to0.” .

Srster Jane Mane, a nurse for the past 10 years, said that she
first felt summoned to religious life because “I felt I'had-a talent . _
- to grve and entenng the commumty has made her “very -

happy

. developa relationship, with God i

For 'some."men the - relrgrous voeattorr evolves: somewhat

R drfferently -As an example, Father Thomas Schmidt of the

- Redemptorists first wanted to be a priest. The reahzatron that

T hrs vomnon was toreligious hfemme later

' Hc descnbed hrs order as. ha‘vmg a“ greet oommumty splnt,
. _brotherhood a colleglalrty, a shanng in, «coricerns.” .

" For Father Carl. Behsh a Baslhan the -desire to serve as a

" Basilian. foundatrons .the dtstrnct mll to religious life came.
- Commumty is'the: drstmgmshmg mark- of religious life, he said.
- “Rehgrous life comes much easrer in commumty spmtualrty

For men, too -there” rs a significant drfference in’ the - per-
" ception” of relrgrous vocation. For some there is a call-to the
- religious lrfe whrle for others there rs a call for the: relrgrous
pnesthood . ;

None of the Holy Cross Brothers mtervrewed for example

- areordamed

i Brother Mark nghtly said. that hts “vomtlon bmlt up. over
“several years. At first 1 was. attracted .by-the community life. I
was living in- Washington (DC) in the 60s, and that ajso: af-
. fected.me.. | was interested-i in the altemate hfe style afforded
by the reltgrous commumty ’ St

Also a Holy'Cross Brother Andrew Boone satd that he was
- first attracted to the commiunity becatise “they could deal with~

" people ona human level.” He said that his rehgrous view of the i

eommuruty matured as he grew older

Commumty life also ‘was the msprratron of Brother Gerard
- Suddick.” He . describes. himself ‘as “.grégarious’ by nature™ and
msprred by the “common work” of his community. _The fofmer

missioner to Africa.said that he entered becasue: he felt:a “need
- to" grow ‘with others;” and Since: Jmmng the Holy Cross Brothers :

*he hais “felt: that ieed fulﬁlled >
For Srster Shrrley Krttagawa, a Relrgrous of the: Cenacle, the'

mllmg 10 be 3 religious wis a specific thing, however, one- which . :

rnrtlally “smred “l was slmply ealled to relrgous life. One

" bulance - driver,

- of Mercy,

Brother J.F.. Costello, C.FC., chairmanofthe sclence departmentatl
) brology Iaboratory exercise. - .

Stster Loretta S. motrvatron wasa: “destre to have the abtlrty to -

srster had a great rmpact, on that eall. Today, Srster Shtrley

" finds it excrtmgtobcarehgrousandtosharethedeepmmr

search for'the Lord.™

ttherrhrstory membersot‘relrgrwscommumhes
havebeenengasedmavanetyofmmrsn'm,andsomettmes
what” appear to be extraordinary
stance, a religious monk ‘who formulated: what would latér -

. become the oontroversral scrence of. genetrc research Gregor
."Mendel .

_-priest also-came first . and ‘only “as I grew older: and lived- in . -

Today,rnthedrocese therersarehgroussumon an am-
“teachers, chaplains; pastoral * assrstants,
mrssroners, admmrstratorsand preachers. N

The. scope reflects, in the words: oﬂStster Marilyn Pray,

need for “religious life to be reincarnate in the situation thatrs
) changmg Relrgtous ife reflects a changmg soctety -

The unique contnbuuon that relrgrous make to socrety is. “to

‘be reallyrntune wrth the Gospel andthetrmes”Srster Manlyn
said. - el

“

In each commumty, however, all. of thrs is centered on prayer, .

both in private and in-common. BN

Dependmg on: the shape the loeal relrgrouscommumty takos A

this" prayer, can_occupy. from one’ to several hours-a day.-

Morniastic -and. cloistered . religious commuriities, are engaged

. officrally in.worship and meditatjon for longer periods than-are
communities whose aposto_lates are more varied and in cﬁntact

-eact with secular socrety

Prayef life centers on the Mass and the Church’s saying of the
“Hours;” canonically detenmned scnpture readjngs and psalm

’ recttauons wl'uch span‘the day. =

“ A

waking hours. The monks at- the: Abbey of the Genesee, for -

."example, nearly all work 4n their bread factory and: out in the . .
- ﬁelds The monks also, grve retreets anddo. extensrve counselmg

The Redemptonsts on the other hand, have mmrstnes dn
parish. admrmstratron, grve retreats, are actrve as mrssroners act
aschaplams ‘ : ‘, o s '

‘And the Srsters of St.J oseph long known prmcrpally for therr

" work in‘education and ‘missionary-and- hosprtal ministry, are also

widening their scope to include parish assistance, ‘community
_organization, pnson chaplamcy. socral work and a number of
other fields. ) -l . .

. The Jesuit Fathers are engaged not only in edueatron in the~
dtocece -Also to be found in-their -ministries are commumty'

orgamzrng,wntmg, theater andeven movres - D

s Each communlty is umque has its.own: spmt' On oceasron a T

_community is also:marked bya “fourth vow,” a pledge over:and -

- above:the*ones to payerty, chastity and obedierice.

E Chartty The Jesuits pledge fidelity to the pope.

. ‘But,overall,therehgtousrs“.todotheworkthatChnstwas- ¥ |

FatherJosephTrovato,(SB,euﬁhhgtngoh
FisherCollege, and senior Larry Kurmis peruse-
- materials available to those: mterested in pursumg a E

voeotlon to the reigrous Irfe.

truth lnstttutrons are not domg the work of .lesus, ~[,and itis the
functioni of - rehgrous to |mprove those mstrtutrons
both inside and out.”

bop Kearney High School, conductss

occupations. Itwas,form- A4
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' We Service - -

3ES & BOILERS] :

Monastrc commumues also- stress. Iabor as part of- thelr . B

Sisters . ]
pledge service to" the ‘poor as do theDaughters of { g"_
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