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‘ Followmg dre.- exeerpts t'rom a rnedltatlon grven hy
B Pope John Paul lI on the Fenst of St. Joseph .

o - ~“Joseph, son of Davrd do not fear to. take Mary
- your wife, for that whrch is concewed in hér is of the -

* Holy Spirit; she will bear.a son and you shall call, hrs . -

. name. Jesus, for he wrll save his people from therr sms

We ﬁnd these words in the
first “chapter  of the Gospel .
- according to Matthew.’ They,
. especially in the second part; -
,,_sound similar 10 those that ~
_ Miriam, that is Mary, heard at-

--nunciation-found in the Gospel

-the - moment ~of thé: An- = -
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for s
E E) many generattons by ‘the race of Davrd and. the
- whole *héuse-of Israel,” -and at. the" same- time He
 entrusts to him-everything on Whch the fulfillment of -
' th‘r)sd mystery depends in the hlstory of. the Peop e of
: : f Lo
From the moment when these words reached his :
;oonscrousness, Joseph ‘becomes' the man. of - Dvme
eléction: the man entrusted with|a specral respon- -
" sibility. His piace.in the history of salvatron is defined;
Joseph takes this’ place with the srmphctty afd humrllty
" which reveal the man’s spiritual depth and he fills rt .
: .completely wrth hislife..- - l, B

“When Joseph woke from sleep, i we- read in--

- Matthew, - hg did as the angel of the -Lord: hom- .

Shortly afterwards he retums to hlS natlvg

T Nazareth o S %

: There he’ fmds agam at last hrs house and thg

.workshop, to which he would certainly havereturned ~ -
.before .if Herod’s: atrocities had not prevented hiri, ~

When Jestis is 12 years old he goes wrth Hrm and

',N‘MarytoJerusalem -

- In the temple of Jeruslaem after they have both

- found Jesus whorh they had lost Joseph ‘hears these -

in my Father S house"”

‘-Mary, kr%pws very well abouttwhom he is talkmg i

mystertous ‘words: “Did. you not know that I must- b‘é

Thus spoke the lZ—year old boy, and Joseph lrké

A comtnuout amngemcnl  of fivin, tlowet

1 sto-tHe memory of. cuideparted ofies.” .
" Allof this plus the lettering and gerpetual care is mcluded
. in the one.| time. charfe fot the peacé.and comfort ot nowmg .
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'accordmg t° Luke: i, . manded him.” In ‘these few words: there is everythmg Nevertheless in, the house at Nazareth Jesus w
i *". The whole description ‘of . Josepli’s.\life .and_ the. full . obedrent to them both, to Joseph and Mary, just asa
. Subsequently Matthew notes. characteristic-of His holiness: “lié did.” Joseph, the one " son s obedient to his parents. The-years of the. hrdden
4 -nagam that S aftelr1 . ‘l‘\{i)ilfry S . weknow from'the- Gospel is a man of; actton - life of the.Holy Family.of Nazareth pass. The Sonréfﬁ
T S T ‘marriage. t6, Josep ore. - -God, sent by the Fattier, is:hidden from the-worl :
I o " they came iogether she was = - Heisaman of work. Thie Gospel. has not preserved hidden fromyall ‘men, even from those nearest. Only SR
, -found'tobewrth Chlld of the Holy Spmt - T -.any word of his. It has oni the contrary descnbed his: . .~ "_Mary and Joseph know his Mystéry. They- hve in ms S
: ‘ : - actions: srmple everyday -actions whtch have at the circe: They live thi sM terv dail l
In thts way, therefore, there was accomphshed jn -, ~same timea limpid' meaning for the fulfillment of the - ey ystery datly. YR
- Mary the.mystery Which had had its beginning at the dlvme Promise in -the history of man; works full of " The Son’ of God; . the Word Ineamate, remamed .
‘moment of the Arninunciation, at the moment when the - - 'splrltual depth and mature srmplrclty - hldgen for 30 years Of his earthly life, hldden in:the
. Virgin ‘replied to Gabriel's-words: “Behold; I am the - Such is Joseph's activity; such-are|his doeds, béfore , Shiadow of Joseph. - - .
. handmaid of the l_ord let |tbedone to me accordmg . . there had-been revealed the mystery of the Incarnation -~ - At. the same. time, Mary and Josephl remamed
... your word.” ' -+ -of the Son of God, which the-Holy Spirit had effected . . hidden'in Christ, in his mystery and hismission. © ~: -
", 'As Joseph became aware of the mystery of Marys . “in"'his betrothed.: Such also is Joseph.s subsequent oSS ﬂ
" maternity, “being a just mari and unwilling to put her _work, when — already awafe of the mystery of Marys " ' Thie Church has always Deen aware of the one whd
. to shame, (he) resolved to divorce’ her quretly, ‘as ' virginal maternity — he remains at herside-in the  in the eyes of men, passed for the father of Jesus, the
: Matthew sdesenptlon says. " period.preceding the birth of Jesus and above all'on the - " perfect iricarnation.of father hOOd in-the human and af
'occasron of the Natrvrty . l,. A “the same ttme Holy Famrly Lo S
And prectsely then Joseph Marys betrothed and . : ' o E -
before thé law already her husband receives hls Thcn we see Joseph at the moment of the L Smce We are preparmg for the Synod of Blshops, the
personal “Annunctatlon presentation in the temple.and of the arrival of the: "SUDJCCI of which'is “the role.of the Christian Family,” ..
. ‘ R Three Wise' Men: from the East. Shortly afterwards the " 'we feel all the more need of the mteroessron of St ‘
, Durmg the ‘night he hears the words we: quoted ~ dramaof the new—bom babies in - Bethlehem com-.. -~ Joseph R ) S T -" N
g earher the words which are an explanation and at the ... mences. Joseph is again called and. mstructed by the -
.same time an-invitation: on’ the part of God: “Do not ' ‘vorce from Above on. what to do fo . The Church\whrch calls herself the Famrly of God
fear 10 take Mary your wrfe - e : ‘ oo . -_.;also sees'St. ‘Joseph’s Very: specral place with regard to
" He- undertakes the ﬂlght mto Egypt wrth the - "this ‘great Famlly and: recogmzes hrm as’her. specral - 4
) At the same trme God entrusts to Joseph ‘the * - Motherand theChlld C R ..Patron N T TN A s .
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