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Q^|ME^J(C^BNAL Wednesday, April 9,1980 

Following jure excerpts irpm a meditation -given by 
Pope John Paul II on the Feast of St. Joseph. 

^Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take. Mary 
your wife^for that which is conceived in her is qf t̂he 
Holy'Spirit; she will bear a son and you shall call his, 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 

;' We find these words in the 
first chapter pf the Gospel 
according to Matthew. They, 

.especially in the second part, 
sound similar to those that 
Miriam*, that is Mary, heard at 
the moment pf the . An-
nunciation found in the Gospel 

' according to Luke: : 

Subsequently Matthew notes . 
again ; that;, after r Mary's 
marriage, td Joseph, "before. 

" they came together" she was 
fpundto be with child of the Holy Spirit." . • 

In "this way, therefore, then? was accomplished in 
Mary the mystery which had had its beginning at the 
moment of the Annunciation, at the moment when the 
Virgin replied to Gabriel's words: "Behold, I. am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it bedone to me according to. 
yourword," ; ; ' . - r r-̂  •' 
, As Joseph became aware of the mystery of Mary's 
maternity, "being a just man and unwillirig'.to put her 
to shame, (he) resolved to divorce her quietly," as 
Matthew's description says. 

•'.' And precisely then, Joseph, Mary's betrothed and 
before the law already her husband, receives his 
personal "Annunciation.'' • 

. During Uie night he hears the words we quoted 
earlier, the words which are an explanation and at the 
same time an invitation on the part of God: "Do not 
fear, to take Mary your wife." '..;*" , 

niystery, the fulfillment of which hadbeen awaited for 
so many.,'generations by the race of David ana the 
whole .'-'house of Israel," and at the'same time He 
'entrusts to him everything on whiclil the fulfillment of 
this "mystery depends in the history of the Peop 
G o d . ' , . . " ; - ' : • ' • • . / • ; . • • [ U '• 

• Froni the?mpinent when these words reached^his 
consciousness,: Joseph: becomes' the man. of Divine 
election: the man entrusted with la special • respon­
sibility. Mis pjacein the history of salvation.is defined: 
Joseph takes this place with the simplicity and humility 
which reveal, the man's spjritual depth;vand he fills it 
completely wkh his life.. . 

Shortly afterwards, he ijeturns to his nativf 
Nazareth. . ~. ' " | 

•-it" 

"When Joseph woke from ,sleep,"i we • read in 
comr Matthew, " he did as the angel of the Lord 

manded him." In these few wordsth'ereJs everything. 
The whole description of.Joseph's!life and th<.full 
characteristic <)f his holiness: ''he> did.|" Joseph, the one 
we know from the Gospel, is a mart of action. 

At the .same time God entrusts.to Joseph t 

He is a man of work. The Gospelhas not preserved; 
any word,of his. j t has on the contrary described his 
actions: simple everyday actions whiieh have at the 
same time a limpid meaning for the fulfillment of the 
divine Promise in the history of man; works full, of 
spiritual dfepith andmatureSimplicity. ]- ;, , 

Such is Joseph's activity, such are his deeds, before 
there had.been revealed the mystery of the Incarnation 
of the Son of God* which the Holy Spirit fiad effected 
in his betrothed.. Such also is Joseph^ subsequent 
work, when — already aware of the mystery of Mary's 
virginal.maternity — he remains at her side-in the 
period preceding the birth of Jesus and above all oh the 
occasion of the Nativity. *.'•'• '•'•'!.'.".'•'•"' .:" 

Then we see Joseph at the.. moment of the 
presentation in the temple and of:-tlie. arrival qf the 
Three Wise Men from the East. Shortly afterwards the 
drama of the new-born babies in Bethlehem com­
mences. Joseph is again called and instructed by the 

• voice from Above on what to do. 

There he finds again at last his house and tl 
. workshop, to which he would certainly hav&returni 
.before if Herod's atrocities had not prevented hitilj 
When Jesus is 12 years old, he'goes with Him aril 
Mary to Jerusalem: ''"•'..'' -I'-' 

. -, In the temple of Jeruslaem,. after they have both : 
found Jesus whom they had lost, Joseph hears these 
mysterious, words: "Did. you not know that I must be 
in my Father's house?": -'."-• ..H ' 

•' - • . • ' • • ' • - • • • • . " • ; . • . ' - - • • - i 

Thus spoke the 12:year-6ld boy;.and Joseph, like 
Mary, knows Very well about whom he is talking. 1 

. Nevertheless, in. the. house at "Nazareth, Jesus waf • 
.'obedientto them both, to Joseph and Mary, just as | . 
son is obedient to his parents. The-years of the hidden 
life' of the Holy Family "of Nazareth pass. The Sbn-4f_ 
God, sent by the Father, is hidden from the world, 
hidden from all men,-even from those nearest. Only 
Mary and Joseph "know his Mystery. They live in his 
circle/They live this Mystery daily. ; 
• •' ' ' ' ' ' • * ' - i i 

-The Son of God, the Word-Incarnate, remained 
hidden for 3.0 years of his earthly life, hidden in the 
shadowof Joseph. • ' ,••' ^ -•-• /"'"..*.." 

At the same time, Mary and Jose'ph| remained 
hidden in Christ, in his mystery and his mission: - :- ? 

- . ' , ' • ' • . •', •''•• . ' • " . • • . . • ' . ' • • ' . .. • " - ; ! 

The Church has always been.aware of the one wh|, 
in the eyes of men, passed for the father of JesuS, & 
perfect, incarnation of fatherhood in the human and1 af 

' the same time Holy Family. - . . . ' • • ' -
Since we are preparing for the-Synod, of Bishops, the 

subject of which is "the role, of the Christian Family;*, 
we feel all the more need of the -intercession of St. 

he 
He undertakes the flight into 

Mother arid the Child. < 
Egypt with the 

The Church-which calls herself the :Family of Goo\' 
also sees'S.t. Joseph's vejy.special place with regard 4o 
tliiis great "Family, and recognizes him as her special 
Patron. , •. .• - • • .". . v 
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ff YOUR FQMAL PLAN 

A pew pamphlet titled 
"GretmUon^WhrtDdesti 
know available. 

n 

A DONATION TO MEDICAL 
J- •;•;••.-; RESEARCH 
Just sent apps^cardqr call lis ~- we 

nail a 
ation. 
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m 

White Haven Atrium Mausoleum and Columbarium 

interior of Atrium Mausoleum \ '>•• 
' View, of' Interk^ihoMrin^.'Nkhn. 

• The domed skylights, allow naturai'.iight f fttcep the trees 
• and shrub*'growing in this-indoor.caMien.. ,_*£".' ' -

A coqliniKKJi trfarigetiient of - It vinu. flowers, pay* «ibu|e'r 
'to-tHe nwmcwv of. ouKcteparted loved ones. --. 

All of this plus the lettering and perpetual care is included 
in the oneiime. charge f of thVpeace,and comfort of Knowing, 
vour'loved ones wilt be cared foe. ,• 

TmS INFORMATION IS A PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF WHITE HAVEN MEMORIAL PARK 
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210 Marsh Rood 5 8 6 - 5 2 5 0 Pittsiofd New Yofk 14534 
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Tlye OpenWiiylo^ 
ByFuherLMKiJ/Hohaisa . 

the Church 
Does Permit 
(Cremation. 

Dor Father HthMa, 

• <StM*KLMJOL 

0mUM.O., 

' Wc «m:.im««i«t flm 
<}M«iMfctfort.Tl« Church 
hw aotMcnfit to pNMicoB 
u>r fact am croMiiaii »'• 

torn of in 

icrmcai. iTtic. ide* -of 
cremation a not in >n>'icrue* 
•unChnMiarv- bwi *otac tune 
ate' the Free' Matorii of 
Europe made crenuuon » 
Ulri.of the~ndicukXBr idea-
of-ihe naurrection of the 
body. It wat-a mockery d ' 
that dectnae. at owen at-to; 
a y (hit if you' kumt a body ' 
tocmderi there iwu no way 
it could be fettered in the 

' muntrnon Tnai particular̂  
mockery and threat hat long 
ana omad, and the. Church 
lull 4ecs fii.'lo attow* ths 
pl>lisjupractjceatk)n«ai 
a does not carry with it Uut 
connotauon. As' i matter̂  
tact. J raited Ho*y Sepulchre 

' Cemetery, and fkey have a 
-ptaoe'forcrcnttwt reaaint- '_ 

'. O K afcr conynent - it 
aeam.io ate ihal-the wae . 

. w»7 k - i raxMBiy, j<« i> 

laatf.̂  i tMok that . • -*ay 
beyond our ova- Kfnaw,. 

arcaliiy. In atmn pawn it. 


