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Death Comen o the Arcios

- Whose Life Was. Deyotecl to'

SanSalvador (RNS) Few
may realize that Archbishop
.Oscar Arnulfo Romero y

Galdamez, who was shot and ;

killed. during Mass here"

- March 24 apparently because -

- -of his championingof - human

. nghts, was at’ trmas oonsrdered B

a CO!]SCI‘V&UVC

Archblshop Romero 62, a -

vigorous opponent of
governmerit repression’in this
Central American country,

- was' guined - down by four

Welldreased meén -who shot’

worshrppers, “mostly -nuns; -
" watched .inn- horror ‘jn tHe
of - the.
Provrdenee Hosprtal

He had ‘been ‘a
nominee for the. Nobel Peace

) Pnze

1979

. 'him at close range as 125 -

1v1ne ~

Duting hrs years as blShOD A

. ¥ lived a very private life —

anonymous, you might say. I
could " have - been called. a
conservative, I suppose. but I

" in_the'small town of Santiago . &
de Maria (1974- 1977), he said,. -

~followed _the -principles of*: -

* Vatican - with considerable b

mterect and noted the changes

“we were being - asked to -

make -

Tt was at Santrago de Mana
that ‘be “came " close to: the -
problems. of the peasants and -
-the- repressron “their orgamzmg
efforts aroused .

,When»_ - he beca’me". ar-

February 1977 the military
government of the. now .
deposed “Gen, . Carlos.

Romero (no.

relatron) voiced.its satrsfactlon

that a “conservative” prelaté, )
in 1

“Salvados’s - political - problems,

wasmcharge of the oountrys

ma]oreee O

" The government was m for

‘abrgsurpnse s .

'f the govemment

. condemned the

. nghtwmg extremists.

Archhrshop Roinero 'S
succession. - coincided  with'
“allegations of - fraud. in-
presndentral clections, which
“in ‘turn_ provoked & wave of -
repression -and the killing- of.

two priests. It Jed the prelate
tolashoutfortheﬁrstumeat

Hrs '
pastoral

strongly-worded :
letter protested

asamst “krllmgs, torture, and

repression” brought to bear

agamst peasants and workers,r :

and " the “disappearance -of .
. hunidreds -of polmml op-
ponents of the | government

Pope Condem

Vatican ‘City (RNS) —
Pope John . Paul I has

assassindtion”
chblshop Oscar Romero y
Galdamez

“The official Vatlcan darly, :

+ ~L'Ossérvatore Romano, ran
-a large. front-page headlme

+ - reporting . the :death” of the’.

prelate who, police, believe, .

was shot’™ to- death by

*The pope said ‘the' murder'.
“vidlates in a cruel .manner -,

~’v--the dignity .of, person and'

pef

*.denyi

sacPlegous :
- the
" fog

: February

““Yes, I have»changed,'” the
s mild-mannered .-archbishop

admitted -'in an  interview.,
“Before, I was different —
more spiritualistic, I guess.you
wotld say  —

dn"felent

ed"hesaid.
' El Salvador t.rapped ina

x of left-right violence, is
mall,
pred mmantly

country of 4.5 million, where

tortu

an -elite .two percent of the -
.population .
;pereentofthelandandsells :
. cash.
“honre

‘controls .- 57

-crops .abroad whilé: at_
hunger: -
malnumnmremamendemrc

fstaunch advoeate of land

dem tlon of leftlst terronsm

. F r- “his
freqQ

“C

by government offrcrals

.+ {Archbishop. John Qumn
of | San Francisco; NCCB
-president, pointed out -that
slain -archbishop: called
- cessation, of . arms
. 'shipments .in.-his own letter
to| President Carter, jn‘

“We in the Umted States

tend to'look at everits'in a

+ " ‘country like El Salvador ina™”
. 'deached -way, as if we were:
" urjrelated. to.them: In' fact, -

- hgwever, the 'posture’ \and

“strikes the conscienceof the -~

ecclesiastical- commiunity as-
-well as all thos¢ who nourish
. sentiments of.- humane
brotherhood »

(And in Washmgton, the

president of - the National -

" Conference of Catholic

Bishops called on: the Carter
administration
American military aid t6 El

~Salvadorasamemomlto A\
i_thearchbrshop -

. to halt -

Fully

because I
- thought -that was what' the
Lord wanted of .me, Here the -
. srtuatron is very different and
. somy response +as to be very

_.."‘Our people are’ "poor and )
oppressed and:they are bemg

impoverished,
. Catholic .

- and-

Archbishop Romerof‘
‘never let up-in: his‘attacks on’ .
-the government, or in his
iation of - violence by
the armed forces. and- right-

wing groups, -or .in his cor- .

pains, he was
ently threatened with'
death. and’ vilified. as a-
munist” and a trartor"

_Envmi‘; nocuesrsn smcsr -

’ Archbrshop Romero assassinated M

busmessmen .and ."the

. eountry S conservatwe press. -

He was even at. loggerhwds

-with four of the other six

bishops. in El Salvador, in-

. cluding ._Bishep Arnoldo
" Aparicio ¥ Qumtamlla of San

"Vicente, who blame Com-

- munists for the unrest in therr
) 'eountry :

Bishop Apancro and his -
three ‘colleagues  criticized
Archbishop "Romero’s:- pro:
land reform, antygovemment,

" anti- -repression - campaign as .

enwuragement ‘o Com-
muhist elements. bent’ ‘on
‘manipulating the’ church and
overthrowing - our - con-
'stltutnonal govermnent.

“There s a lamentable
Cleavage arhong the bishops,”
the' archbishop said - in an.
interview with ~ Religious
News Service :in January of

" 1979. “Some think there is no

persecution. TFhey don’t
demiand the reform that is so
'nemry . But I believe the
church is not Just us brshops.

The church is the campesinos, .
“the ~ small basrc‘ Chnsnan

commumttes
“After last October S mthtary

. ‘coup. against- Gen. Romero,

,Archbrsuop Romero

. mutrously supported the. five-

‘man junta that took over; buf- -
became dlsrllusroned over its

N

ns Assassmatlon

'pohcxes of our - natron\

“directly’ influence the daily
life. of “the poor in EI .

- Salvador, ‘Archbishop
Romero called attention_ to
" this himself in his prophetic

- letter'to President Carter on -

. Feb. 17. In a direct personal .. -
" plea to the- president, the .
K archbrshop requested that - |
* no- more military assrstanoe

" be -given to “the El-

- Salvadorean government.

!As yel, the plea has not been
“‘heeded.”). - . :
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' Archbrshop

- in"asking Presrdent[Carter to-honor the. reques
- Romeromot to send/military. aid to El'Salvador.-

) getworse "'-, - . :',"

- to the:heroicli

:‘é?"m",:s "°;

Whena ew government of
two colo els - and-' three
-civilians replaced the junta on -
Jan. 9,. A chbrshop Romero
.eontmued pressfor needed ™
, social. cha , .charging that |
“the eoun s, .entrenched,
\nghtwmg ohgarchy was
continuing| tg prevent any
notable qsocio- economrc
reform.

~

The n W government
"launched Ca

lly |
- program, . nahonahzed Bl

banks, and imposed a 30-day
state of sicge. But government
oppresslon" nd violence from_ -
‘both the. oft and. right con:
tmued. At ‘least 150 persons

. .died tly in the-week.
rmmedxatel preceding the-
.archbrshopsassass:mm

" He was nommated for the
-Nobel Py
‘Amefican | l X
Brttrsh | members

rtselfrsthéprtze‘-

o
‘to me. 1 ould accept i
vformyselfbutasana vai

my love fi ,'

people pa tllcularly the poor

| ASTMAN OPERA “na'RE |

Francis Poulenc

Eastman Thectfp

e ] .
PR P

T.oxets .

“in El“Sal‘vidor‘ ‘s’ﬁ’tﬁit we hono"r’:ﬂi pTlﬂClpl&}",f cace and|

ce. Prrze byt_
and -

. ,’o.f"..

L2t

In an. mterv:w

I1

prevaleht -’rmEl

has A im
commission -asks drowsans 1o ,pray not onl?”’fer \7ehbi
* Romero but.also for;the Salvadorean people.

_ Wesjoin Al

Qumn ‘president.of the Natronal Conference of CathplicBi

% of mpm’
4-Jeit gﬁ[

montha,go, the archbishop wrotc; “I am appealing g& becaus
‘you are a-Christian and ‘affirm that you defend Homan fights. -
Pleasé demonsirate this, because with military - help i m\ L
Salvador, the lmustlce and reprwsrpn agamstour people wﬂt

rd, “There can be no more' ,gngtrmum [
ofthlshol'y
wouldfollowgl i. “) _ ..x ot N
r FETErg . .- A A
dmcesansto.amtethe
y-léssen the role of the U'S, in

Archbrshop

and ask that the
Justree toall:

. The. statement was issued by commission staff;, M. Lourdes '
Perez-AIIbueme Msi Audrey H. Renna, MrchaelJ RyanJr. .
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