- your work for a moment

PopeJothanlrecendyaddrasedﬂreprelatoswho~" -
are preparing for next fall’s general synod ofblshops.

Followmg are excerpts. from his addre&s.

o qIts with Joy that I me€t you: this mommg in thrs :
- hall which witnessed the first general synod, and where'
_you. have kindly arranged to hold the last session of

" your council, thus making it possible for me to JOlIl in

subject: “The . .role of * ‘the

Christian family i in the modern _

._:world

. . Our age m'akes it necessary, e
-in fact; to throw full-light, in‘a.

- comprehiensible ‘and suitable
-'way, on the_ ' permanent

-riieaning of "this institution, -
which has. long been' rightly .
‘_“»the _domestic -

‘defined . as
Church *

On ‘all. srdes the secretanat of the- synod has.'
gathered the. observatrons of the eprscopal conferences
the experience. of .pastors, | /the way in whrch the .
evangelrcal ferment is.-at work in very " different

situations. -On ‘this basis, -you are drawrng up’ the
- background document which-will pérmit thorotigh, and
frurtful work on the. part of members.of the synod

I do not wish to. take up again here all the rrches of_ '
_your drscussrons or to dwell on all the problems which."

~~ you think it niecessary to submrt to the next synod

s
4

This synod ‘will. involve,.

~. world:

*An important part wtll be: dedrcated 10 theology, to:
the Catholic doctrine-on the famrly The synod must;
- in fact, strengthen: the convictions of Christians. It is -
wrthout doubt less a. matter of ‘giving again-a

systematrc ‘exposition of - facts that” are -already “well.

~known and well established <as.if we_wefe : starging - -

- from-scratch, whereas the Church has. been living by:

“thern. for -two thousand. years — as of  finding. the .
language and underlying motrvatronstthat illustrate the -

~ permanent doctririe of the Church in a-way that will

reach and, if. possrble convince the 'men of today, in-
" their concrete-situations, whrch will enable them to:

separated from mamage for o

the couple first forms: the

~ family and maintains its-

The next’ synod has as its

value, even n the absence of
chrldren T

- partroularly wi

_ in the first place, a
- description: of " the- situation ‘of farmlles and of the -
different-problens it raises. It is necessary to begin by . -
lookmg clearly at the way in which family life is lived
. today, as far as the causes.and. lines of evolution, in -
_ ‘order: that evangellzatron may really penetrite thrs

: only in the sensé that it'Has

e

: reply, - for example, to certain tendencres whrch are

spreadmg, such as that of consensual union.

The synod W1ll ‘not provrde an answer to all

probiems; but it will have to show. clearly that it méans -

to follow Christ in thrs field; it will have to deﬁne the

‘dead-end; it will have to help Christians and men of

good wili to form on these points, an enlightened and
' ﬁrm conscrence, accordmgto Christian pnncrples e

Fmally and. above all the synod wrll seek

_*realistically to. permit families to find again these

values or having ttiem, to live by them, to Spread them

:. around them, step by step Thrs will be the drrectly
S pastoralpart o, K

Consrderatrons of the Chnsttan famrly cannot be -
separated from mamage, for the couple first form the ;
family and matntams its value, even in the absence of

- children. Anid ‘there; it is necessary to reach the deep .

meaning- of ‘marriage, which is. a union-and love

" between.a man.and-a womail, a sign of ‘the covenant.
" between Christ'and his Church, love that jis rooted in
Trinitarian. lrfe The characteristics of this union must:
" then’ appear in- all: therr clarity: unity. of the couple, -
- farthfulness of the unron permanence of the conjugal
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The famrly must. be enhsaged as an institution, not...
s pBCEATIE fancin

in ‘society andin the Church, that it must. have

%

- juridical - guarantees ‘for - the. accomplishment of its o
] guar . o . Popc John Paul n luo cpoku!

-dinties, and in‘erder. to have the stability and mﬂuence

' ,.-expected of it, but. in the.sense that. in-itself it tran- |
- scends the. will of ‘the individuals, the spontancous . I8
- ‘projects of the couples, the - decrsrons of social- and.‘ ¥

governmental organisms: Marrrage r's “the . wise 'in-

tms*’“ o

-

stitution of the Creator to-realize in mankmd his desig

PopetoVnsrt Afric

-Vatican City (RNS) — Pope

" .:Johh Paul -II announced he

«. will visit six nations in Africa.

. “May 2o May 12 in the ﬁrst« .
papal trip to the contment m L

~llyears

The pope sard he’ wrll visit *
- Zaire, the People’s. Republic

" of the Congo, Kénya, Ghana,

Upper Volta and the- lvory

-Coast. It will be the: ﬁrst papal

trip to Africa since Pope Paul -

‘VI spent three days i in. Uganda_ .
" in July 1969

Pope John. Paul noted that

‘ - both Ghana and. ZarrT are

l

‘celebrating: thrs year the
centeriary of ‘the arrival of .

Roman Catholic mrssronanes

in the two countries: . -

He said- the purpose of the .
Journey- “corresponds’ to my - .
 today? Itlsan essential pmntof pastoral work. S o

universal pastoral * mission.”

* The- pontiff added that he’
‘hoped -to  meet. “personally - .
with the pastors and faithiful .

of that
munlty

flowermg com-

. 1. Gospel Rudmg

_ of love

. The’ pope has vrsrted the
- Dommlcan Repuiblic, Mexico,
- *Poland, Ireland; the United - -
'States and Turkey C o

e

It ‘will be necessary to’ pay partrcular attentron to‘, .
. preparatron for. love and for. marriage, which: is
" necessarily also.a preparatron forefamrly life-and family

responsibilities. How can this preparation be cnsured

" Priests must be prepared and formed for the famrly‘

qu their : |
*attitudes tow tds.alk the members of the famtly in the'

" wide sense,:among whom-there must be teal solidarity;
ith the sick, the handicapped: and theold.

SUpport” from he famrly, while ’themselves maktng a

fine eontnbutl n, through their expenence and therr_,

Tl'le formatron of these lay people is doubly rm-‘

" ‘portant, in order - to initiate them' to.Teal Christian

".. values without: which’ ‘sociéty’ plunges blmdly intoa. . values; and- to ‘enabk‘ them to bear witness o them,-

- for, under pr

ent-day. conditions,’ the: cvangelrzatron

of famrlres will camed out mamly by other. famrlres

Frnally, we 5t hall not forget the pastoral solicitude

, requrlred by. difficult-cases: separated.couples; divorced
- .. persons, who.have coritracted -another civil marriage,

.and who, wrthout ‘being able” to have full access to |

- ‘sacramental’ ife, must be accompamed in theirspiritual . - |}

needs and' the -apostolate which is possible for them;

-widowers and- w1dows‘persons who alone are in charge ) '

-of children..

— These few' words," ‘esteemed brothers and dear |
. friends, give you an |dea of all the interest the Pope-| .
- takes in this synpd, and the great hopes he lays m 1t for- |

. theChurch

l

We will all pray to God to enlrghten mmds and

' .prepar¢ hearts -in order ‘that - the: expenenoe of - the .

~ synod may bring about an increase of convictions,
resolutions -and. enqouragement -for . the “holiness . of

-families. "We .are -entrusting this work: to - the: in-. oo
f:the mother of Chnst who is the Mo thcr, do

tercession
"'of”'heChurch e
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e "l‘llc Art of Natural Fl-llrm .
M . is|the finest,most complete book on natural
lrtheontml ‘How to-use the 99% effective’ "1
pr sympto-thermalmethod Hwtoaehtm e |

pregnancy -. . . How to avold pregnancy = "

" How to enrich: yourChrisﬂan maniagc C %E
-A lllletime value for thccost of a two months.- i CLj

supply of the lel. $5.95 postpaid;

apostolate forafundamental part of their role consists-. ;f o

-7 in -supporting lay people in their responsibilities,

personal and’ social, ‘certainly,. - ‘but. also ‘family

. responsrbrlmes Do they appreciate this~ family . ~'_‘
-apostolate sufficiently? Are they - initiated- into its - -
» complex problems" ‘As pastors, we. do not have to solve

Sunday Sa'ipture Quiz

EDWIN:SU LEWSKI
FUNERAL I?IRECTOR

v P.0. mucu.q-moucmn

B Luke 24:13.35- — .re.Q.. brmgs the two dlsclples the
‘|| message, death's meam ng. .

Below isa key passage from. Sunday 5. (m-rpel readmg You can .
. [ determine what this passage is by finding the answers to the
.-} questions below.the puzzleand. then putting the lettersin thelr--
. ;lppropnlte box: The fi nt onc u done for you, .

Bned l}n lcrlpture rendinn for Sundny. Aprll 8, 1880, C

3Cyce

: ‘Following are key lugen from Sundl s lcrl iure readin .. Flll in the . .
* missing words. P y P £ ) b Eastﬁr"

ST ‘ T N -1 BaA spectal dinner,-new clothes, family gét-togethers, thelll - .
" I1. First' Reading: Co L . Second Rud! : Eagter-bunny, 00|ﬂ0 to church together :- ‘Easter means @i " =
: i T Bl T Acts 10:34,37-43. — Peter proelnm Colossians 3:1-§ P-ul zen- us thpt  lots of things to lots of people. But,. regardless of the:
RELN EEEEAAEE - 2 ] | the:meaning of Good Fﬂd‘i'&mf ., we too will have & personal Easter. . symbols we use-in recognltlon of the day, itis truly a tlme

: S | Phrase: Peter addressed the Phrase:. Since have' been‘  of celebratlon N .
in; these .~ “1 take ‘it ‘you- s Up N _with -
et your . op what pertains to n Observed by chrlstlans as the day of Christ's resurrec-

what ha< been reported all - .
" about _ of - "higher realms where Christ i seated at. . | tion, Easter has long been- an_important part of the.
" ﬂuht — on ' religious community. The Feast of the Passover, regarded.
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i over .

.. beginning in . Jith

ol Way

Relurrectron day:
A 2. Jaun defeated rt
3 Foretells' [utur.e» ‘
vy : Trnvelisi on,‘trac_ks:i
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7. Man’s fiame: e
‘ . ‘. " .
-8, Led-lsraelites:-*

Affirmative:

840 29

’ the baptism

. Jained fogether:
. Concealed si:l‘f:v"

12, A greeting; ¢

things.—
on. eaﬂh

- preached: of the
anointed him. - ‘

S AnswersonPageG

Pnuge Liwords: Easter,
~adore. prophet. ‘heer. | |
death, hi; Moses. hid. Hal. }-
umted train; yes. -
. Passage 1 words: |’
| Judea. Nazarcth. people:”
F God: v.nrds John. Galilee,
=k Jdesuk, know,-
‘P-suge 11l-words:
1 Christ, ("qmpnnv ahove.,
you: intent.:

‘ ~rnsed hand ,

ralher than on thmg~ ¥

- 1.“

God's. heart. | &~

' by Jews as one of the. most important. celabratlons of the,_
yaar also occursatabout thosametime " l i

We .join wlth you ln rocognizing a day that is lmponant to; 1
- all'of us ~ and hope that you are able to’ enjoy lt with the .
peopleyou love, - , . . N |
HappyEaster! R Lo

Use our lending llbrary, audio vlsual aids and audiot

casséftes on- dylng, death, bereavement - and' related’ Ii
subj{ects \Neare avartable for group, discussuons : ’




