. - Wednesday,.

. Rome after the Second
* Vatican - Councrl had ap-
* proved: the."litlirgy in. the
vernacular, -and . -1
- congratulated him on whathe
x‘_hadachleved,t .

e Hecertamly wrllbemmd
. bybothpnestsandpeople

S e time - .of Father. Atwell’
;editorsllip.) “. : ;

... .
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By Rabbr .lntlea Miller

‘ Thrs year there ‘will be an
PR empty seat at pur Passover_
~"Seder. Father- Henry ‘Atwell.

=

Jewish famiily ritual that has

. celebrated the|.

JIsraél -from ¢t is for
’ . Jews .today - “a’ joyous. .
© - family: eelebra .My wife -

and children felt that Father
" . Atwell.-was like)d member of - -
. our famrly He: tllbenussed

Thereareotherswhowrll
© write about Father Atwell’s
accomphshments as priest and:

* munity leader He was all of-
i did them

'“nd whb
"and joy that Loftenfelt: "~ ~

o For long hours we would
 talk-together about the. Nazr

. - Holocaust. The direct victims-
. were'six: mrllron Jews, somer
.members ‘of my own. farruly-
He would listeriland share my

, grief over their loss: and my
e Joy at the rebirth of ‘modern:
-+ " Israel.  He felt

human compassron He said

.. he - was - coneerned “that -
" - religions people ‘were ot
asking the: ‘moral questrons'

" that'the atrocrty raised. That's' -

. why he said. he feared it might
- happen again; agam, if not
‘to. Jews, then to *other -
vulnerable mmo tres ~

. . Maybe tha “was- why
,Father Atwell volunteered 10,

Jewish commumty to protest -

* IIL: He attended|as'a mourner -
;- the - memorial “services. held

" million Jews. martyred by the. -
‘Nazis,” and- the * meniofial
. service' for the Israeli children
" -murdered by |terrorists.” at-

' 'Maalot. Wheneyer there was
.bigotry . expressed agamst"
-groups of any race or religion, .-
sgentle ‘Father Atwell would
feelandexpress outrage

There is an old legend told -
generations ‘ago by - Jewish
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world is . able| .t ‘survive -
- because in each generatlon no.
~ matter how porrupt -and
- - violent it may be, there are.at .
- least 36 nghteous people. Tt is -

for'the sake ‘of, tltetr goodnéss
. that the world is able to -
- endure . yet - another

that though- they may suffer,
these 36 never réafize that it is .

t . ‘l":j, eee
Iremember'meetm hlm i

© (Msgr. ‘Flyu managed‘
-Courier-Journal | during. -the .

‘was. an honored guest-at the,,

Exodus or'

pastor and: edltor and. .com-

“that * the "
_Holocaust was a threat to all -
. 'sense of ‘moral values .and.’

. ~ speak at the mhetmg of the"
" .. the-march of Nazis in Skokie, -

cach year to renpmber the six -

‘ - 'mystics. .They said that . the .

. . “gerieration. But [the. tragedy is -

- they*who justify.the survival *
of humamty W never know;

: haveasusprcron ofwhoone'
“oof them rnny| ave. been, 5

: liy i‘-‘atheréPal Cudily‘v ¢

A rnutual
frtendshrp wrth ‘Father Henry

. Atwell began:with-an ecclesial .
. collision;: We eontmued to _ -

collidé with. varying degrees of

intensity through'more than a -
. ‘dozen years.|By riature he was .
: eelmly brash quick to ex- .-

penment, and -enjoyed: ‘the

image of:. a maverick." By .
nature I'am cautrous, heedmg :

Alexander Pope’s counsel: “Be

not. the first by: whom the new
is tried nor yet the- last to lay'.

theoldasrde” -

Our t‘irst eolhsrons began
Misin-.

‘after. Vatican II -
terpretatron of ‘the council
documents:brought division in

-the Church; L&olpgrcally and -
pastorally,. _and none .more -
_shaip ‘than- lm ‘the ‘document "
umenism, which- few:
'umenrsts seem 1o have ;

¢

e
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.13881'490

‘my . opmron,

o T
dtisa measure of the ‘man
that after both private and-
publrc debate, he".wrote: this- - -
. invitation. to me: “Theére are

_people who! think as you: do.
Why . don’t  you . . write " a
column for; the Courier?” If,

.was he.who fgave the tntle, “On-

‘thé Rrght Stde

column. for the Couner;

espousmg hberal causes in--,

- tertwined fwnh tradmonal
“Catholic ' Farth all- with a

- certain; unpredictability; But:I.

thmk ‘that neithér he nor -1
‘were - reall

ofChnst
.He' had* an’.

devotton to Our
- Mother, -

‘banquet,
handed me’a.booklet.on. the

Tosary, saying: “I am giving "
one to each member.” “Why,'

-Father Henry,” 1 replied, “I

< am’ surpnsed to. find you
promoting ‘jthe fosary.” He .
.answered, “Why should: you?-

I say the rosary every day, and

teach it on the third lesson for-
converts, It ties.. in - perfectly-
.‘with the Incarnatron of Our )

-Lord.”

.-He studled Sacred Scrrp-._
ture, ‘history ard theology, * -

_and mterpreted ‘the Signs of
: the Times!| with  faith - and

.intelligence.; Just two: weeks, -
“~beéfore.his death, he sént.me a

- post. card.-. wntten with a

weakernied hand “You .often
' recommend,’ books ‘in.” your
‘column. Why not recommend .

some: good “‘Catholic

Magazines, like the:Catholic

Anthony s
Com.
monweal?” I‘he last was a sy

St..
or ‘even

Digest,
Messenger

pullmg of my leg

. He celebrated the hturgy.
wrth devotion .and. § grace,- and -
- with an ifritating dtsregard for. :

" rubrics. But within it all he.

expressed ‘With” utter © con-
. viction, his reverence for God, -

-his faith in the Church. and;

the Communion’;of -Saints,- -

and a profound ‘sense  of
fellowshrp with™ all people
whrch is the heart of: genume

. =ecumemsm 1

Lol

».

reaard and N

" Valley,

Tt followmg reeolutlon

Shonly after Father Atwell

. was’ assrgnedpastbr*of Avofi, -
and grief* 4 but e continued to write /a

/ understood by- -
many Few, understood ‘that

f B i
we both, 5‘°°d of the- Church " wholeness of the Church as & .

'imelli,gc'n,t ,
Blessed

One afternoon, I.
dropped in. to 'visit- him; -He .
‘was- preparing for- the: Altar " .
‘and Rosary Society.: annual -
-and smiling, . he. -

e denommatronal members

The Rev Robert Wam-".

. ecumemca]

He was 4 frrend whom I

- shall greatly miss. May . hrs
:,soulreetmGod' L

(Fatber Cuddy, a pnest ol

- the Diocese of Rochester, was
- a loag-time verbal -
- partner of Fltlrer Atwell.)

* By Merwyn:M.] Kroll .
- And Henry M. Rosenbaum
The Jewrsh eommumty of
Rochester has lost a g'ood
friend. - Father Henry
"Atwell was admired :for:_his -
warinth, intellect and concern
for all humanity. Those of us’
-who had the-privilege t0-work
with him-knew of his deep
love for "Israel; * his "quiet.
diplomacy, and, hrs abrlrty 0
love all peoples .

.. Hewill long be remembered
for ‘his steadfast courage -ar
service by his host of friends. .
in the Jewish community.., We
who knew him had a genume
‘love .and. respect for -him. He
wrll be nnssed :

N (Kroll is presrdent and
"'Rosenibaum - is .executive

_._director _of the -'Jewish
L  Comminity - Federation.

His edrtorral polrcy was in

outrageously :

geared’ to the theologml left .

of
Rochester.) S
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o By Stewart D. Moot *

" The Presbytery of Genesee

representmg .15
_churches. in - a _five-county

-area, at.its. Stated Meeting -

‘held on- March’ 25,
unammously passed

1980, -
the

:“Be it resolved that the

Presbytery .of Genesee Valley :

express to .the Diocese of .
Rochester. its_sorrow at- the -
death of ‘Father: Henry At
well, and its deep. apprecratron
for hrs years ‘of leadership’ and

sérvice to ecurhemcal en-
deavors in the. area.
“Hr_s», vision of the

people of God. has. been an
inSpiration to: -all -who would" -
‘be-apart of the-answer to the
Lord’s - Prayer, _ that they
mlght allbeone.™” "

“Furthermore, be it
“tesolved that this resolution™"
be placed iri the hands of those’
-of our Presbytery who will be
participating in the Service of .

- ‘Witness to the Resurrection’

-for Henry Atwell . . . that this -

«expression of love and sincere.

.appreciation may- “bé. shared

with his *family, his’ many
. fnends and his congregatron

" (Moot is stated-clerk of the -

,fPresbytery. R -
- o ° o o
By Rev. Lawrence E. Witnter
Father

Genesee Ecumemcal
inistries from"January 1972
‘untrl a’heart attack led. to his -
“Jeave. of absence in Juné 1974. -
As “GEM’s first director,
Father Atwell'was challenged

‘¢collaborative

‘relationships: among the

-wright; rector ‘of St. ‘Paul's
Eprscopal Church and “first
president of" GEM, remembers

him_--as. having - a “special

gsymbohc significance. As the.

head -a

organrzatron

‘ather " Atwell . .was.

srgmﬁeent bridge person’ m' )
: helpmg mvolve the Rochesterf sard of everyone There are a

Aprif 2, 1980

© - “Henry was

Henry Atwell, )
- served as executive director of -

by. the consrderable ‘task-of -
forging

first Roman Catholic priest to "
metropolltan -

droeesem a local ecumemcal
agency- for - the- fifst _time.
mstmctrvely
- trasted,” - Rev. . Wainwright .
-has said, - people knew they
«could: count -on. him,” During’
those first: years of GEM;~’
"Father Atwell’s. sensrtrvrty to-
persons and his deep- com-
mitiment. to ecumenical
- Witness were very stgmﬁeant
leedershrp resourees

GEM second presrdent,
.the “Rev:- Gene .Ferguson,"

" - recalls the Methodist District

Superifitendent. referrmg t0.
* Father Atwell as, “the most
Methodlst Cathohc ‘he had
“ever met.- Rev. Fergusor has ¢

. mdmted that Father Atwell
A. . endeared ‘himself to scores of - -

Protestarit. congregatrons by -
entenng mto their lives .at -
‘various occasrons “He served
GEM as ‘a much needed
reconciling - sptrrt
Ferguson sald

As GEMs . second and
current executrve- drrector -1
was a -member of the board
. during Father Atwell’stenure.
Father' Atwell 'was thie em-
bodiment.. of the ecumienical
spirit. His skills in_diplomacy -
.and! his , winning personahty
equlpped him in -a -unigi¢
- mariner to rally people around
an-ecumenical vision rooted in
. the prayer of- Jesus ~“That
they all may be. one

Father Atwell w1|l
mrssed for his counsel and
leadershlp in the -ecumenical
commumty Let us-praise God "

- for the gtft ‘he was to each'of -

us .and all of us.. May "Hhis.
exoeptronal commitiment to
the’ ecumenical reahty of the
church be an inspiration and
gurde for those who carry on
the mantle of. ecumemcal
leadershlpt - .

(Rev Wrtrner is executlve

drr]ector of Genesee

Ecumenreal Mnustrmﬁ.)
'] e oo
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When I amved on . the

scene some 135 years ago; it

"was in the ‘person of. Fathet
Henry A. Atwwell that I first
ma'de .Contact with™
Cat|hohc Press,

- .
He was a great msplratton
_to'[me; and on many oc-;
cas ons it was he who pulled
through some

complex srtuatrons

Fof mstanee back in 1967
when he" masterminded. the
ﬁrst -and only- ecumenical”
. edition of the Courier-Journal,
he | raised a minor swell of

protest from some - of - his |
~fellow priests. -At the fast

moment of-preparing. for the
~edit]
broke down and - it_.was,
neeessary for me-to carry- the.
plates down to Ithaca to. be -

carlrymg the -views"of a wrde
quctrur‘n ‘of Chnstlan “and’

-.On that -occasion, Father
Atwell assured me that;.

cntrcal €olleagues, the- press:
breakdown was - not the work
of heHoly Splrrt

: FathersAtwell was a’ great
fnend and’ colleague and I'
wrll mrss htm dearly

(Costello is publrsher and :

general ‘manager of the
Co er-Journal.) -

Every human person can be
~éulo Aif by - eulogy we-

There is. always' good to .be

_I'-will 'make up: for that by'
© .- . ™continued to, the very day of

Rev .

the (R

very ’

tion, the .Rochester presses . §.

. prifited, plates for double the - °
: ordmary size of the.paper and--

lI

{ contrary t0 the ‘claims. of - hrs :

By Father Louls .l Hohman )

mean “to speak well of.” ":

’few people who need 1o be-

- memorialized. Their. lives and

actions weére of such a nature
‘that what they "most "deeply

_believed in needs to be per-
petuated by those who are left

behind.. Father Henry Atwell
'was one such person.‘How he -
“lived and what hedid nwds 10 :
" be perpetuated by all of us
Henry Atwell was Borr a

- frail human being-and even at

age 6 it was extremely
doubtful thai he would live. It -

.“wasas though the Lord:said to .

him, “Henry, I have given you
-a very frail physical heart, but -

giving you my heart.” = .
The story of-Henry Atwell’

life-was the story of reaching . *

.out and ‘wanting all people-to
‘be: brought ‘in. "His love en-
‘compassed not-only everyone
- with “whom  ‘he. came in
"contact, but the- whole world.

: He was like a little boy. ‘who
*was told- by his mother that.*
the family is going -to have a
party: He then goes out ‘into
-the neighborhood, and dOWn.'

the streét and - rounds ap .
everyoné he can no -matter -

“who they are, and invites them
to.the party. In the meantime -
‘back home the family is being
aggravated because all .these
“strangers” -are being - mvrted

. toitheir famrly party..
‘Every aspect of Father

“Atwell’s career points to this-
- universalism-which wanted to
include - ‘everyone in: ‘God’s .
- party. He'reached- out. 10 our

Jewish bfothers ‘and - srsters
and refused to tegard: them as
the ‘old of which we are the.
ew the incomplete of which -
we - areé- the eomplete He
~approached them wiih a-decp
"sense. that.. the covenant| and
the: promise of. ‘God -are
-irrevecable. and ‘therefore ‘they.
would_always be the beloved -
chosen people. He reachied'out

10 our Protestant brothers and - -

sistérs and- deplored -ail . ‘thes
~pettinéss’ and all the
srgnrfrcanees which biocked

L the way to'unity. That-is why

at times -he seemed irreverent..

. L He ‘was’ not rrreverent but ..
By AnthonyJ Costello S

m'

rather nnpatlent wrth the
pettrmssofhuman nature.

. "When, Henry. Atwell 'was - -

Just barely a- teenager,” he.
published ‘a ‘little newspaper
which ‘belonged to a fictional .
kmgdom he had estabhshed Tt

had an editorial pohcy which - A. o

mlled for the Mass being said
4n a language‘ that people
coiild -understand; ' it _also -
calied for. the inclusion 'of
"women as clerics.: It was not:
his mtentron to'be in-the avant :
garde or- spectacular but
rather-to’include everyoné. in
God's party, and that policy
which began whien he .was 13

_his death.
There . were times: when :
Henry acted-|as though -he
‘were ' a fraditionalist, -and"
people -wondered. how. he
. could switch from ‘the far left
to'the far. nght -so_eastly. It is -

+: my -conviction that.what he

" was domg was to reach.out to:
those * people ~ who felt
themselves ofi the outside,.and .
t0-bring them. in, to let them
‘know_that they' really mat- .
tered, that we really - cared -

belonged just. as much. as .

those who embraced the fiew

changes- Joyfully ‘He 'reached -
‘out to brother pnests who had .
« opted 10 resrgn from the
priesthood and “hé ‘told them ..

still were his dear friends. .

"There was no human bemg
that I ever klnew or ‘that he’
_.ever- ¢ame m contact w:th
who-” “was not accepted in
“God’s “party.” - It -is ‘the:
; measure of -this. man" that he
lived in a very special and in a -
- very full way the ' passionate -,
prayer of Jesus at the’ Last;
Supper ““that they may be
“one, Father, as.you and I are
 one. That they may be ong’ in
us.”

You- and 1 need
memorrahm that kind of lrfe

(Father : Hohman ™ is”
" episcopal’ advrsor to the

Courier-Journal and has'since
. boyhood. . been- a friend. of
Father Atwell )
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o Town Gate East is-a prop

=' '__TOWN GATE EAST »

A umque experrence m ‘senior lrvmg. .

yhome for aduilts

LI. "..‘

" offering a -'safe, homohke at

L lanandont

_-encouraged.

* . eSingle and double rooms hideat for couples)

, *Full actvities. ciafts arid ceramics program

K 'Trame'd'sla(f on duty 24 hours-per day
sCountrysetting home cooked'meals

- #The la1gst m'fire and smcke detection equnpment
*Néar stores, hbranes and churches o !
OLaundry serv:ce included

* sHaudresser tacrlmes .

: . TOWN GATE EAST
ZOOGFIVE MILE. LINE RD -PENFIELD N.Y 14526 ¢ 381-0232
: X Josephlne H. Kennedy Adrmmnntor : .

where i spén

" Get
right

the X
price

every time

Large selection of oriental

rugs in all sizes

Established 1925 A R S E N

\llup the B

Joath dJonnton e

lUG E 151 Au nue
Mon -Sat. 9-5 30 Thurs 9-9 Dick Walters. Pres,

o=t Nall

SOLlCKIAN ﬁh

37‘\ ’3351

r."‘

about them 4nd ‘that they ,:-

they still mattered and they e
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