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. - To hold.a dozen first or second graders still and
" . atténtive for an hour iWOUld tax the gemus of even the
Muppets creator

“Yet I have repeatedly expertenced a cluster of: such -
chlldren gathered at some parishioner’s home, totally
engrossed in: a Mass of Just that length

' These were tmy tots preparing for communion. and ..

~ they had come with one or both ) parents for an’ex- ‘
planatron of the eucharistic liturgy. This session served

-as the culmination of our parental preparation series for. -

- first Eucharist and always seemed the most effective or . -.
~pall, fingel

- drew the best- fwdback from sometrmes grumblmg
moms or dads ; ,

At the outset of our formatlon program parttctpatmg

- small group presentatrons including. this so-called .
““demonstration” Mass. The total class would then’be
divided into-units of 8-12 children and assigned to
. particular homes for a given night with each parent
having: the, option of switching locations to. ac-
commodate personal schedule confhcts '

. Hosts merely prepared srmple refreshments for af
" terwards and opened their homes for. the vrsrtors, the
pansh staff took care of other details. -

The explanatron began promptly at 7 p.m. Wlth
adults sitting in ‘chairs .around a large living foom or :
famiily room. and the children 4ssembled before the . . -
celebrant on the floor, he would first explain-the,
" . various articles used. for Mass. In doing’so, he gave-
each boy and grrl responsrbllrty for that partlcular

TheRrSenLOrdmOuthdst

-actual liturgy, the responsible child would
i her item to_the pnest as needed L
parents were asked to volunteer their homies: for’ several .

" described and skeiched the histoFical background.and -
‘4‘ symbolrc méaning of every garment -~
o cmcture or cord; stole and chasuble"

N pemtentlal tite and listened as-their’ velebtﬁht

: responsorlal psalm was replaced. by a period of silence .
- anv the priest proclaimed ‘the-gospel- from a lectronary
© " likewise held by a ﬁrs&commumwnt .

An\mformal homtlyr followed wrth questtons for and
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object - chalrce, paten, cruet punf
r towel, candle, sacramen
and lectionary or book of readings. Late

1l'rr.ought o hni'the ntatenals <o .l -
1at piece of.furmture mtoan oL

Dunng the preparatron of the gtfts and the sub- .
sequen eucharistic prayer, the-celebrant often in- . *-
% terjected-brief-expldnatory comments. They.covered
such,pom , as the “Blessed are:you Lord, God.of all
”.pray : ‘nglrngof water. and wine,. -
ash . 1:of hands:over. theoffenngs,
g-of our Lord’s risen body -

Next whtle vestmg for Mass, the celebrant named,
_the artiice; albi:
Wrth the pnest ready for: the eucharts y htu
stood sang an entrance hymn;.r i ~
sgoke the
opening prayer from the sacramentary held by: a.s.

‘-youngster-v'~- , . -

A parent read the first scrrptural passage the

icle wr_ htsprecrous blood:(cup), genuflecttons,

Ou Father and leansnng of thé sacred vemels N

“The:children: gathered around the altar for this part,
ed-hands hg fig:the-Lord’s, P';.ager greﬁéeddeach b
ith’the sign. of pedice, peered into.the, cup at the

ling, an&ﬁ'ﬁ“downeas their parents received -

on, under: nitikind: (the youngsters did fiot .

w.-,..

‘;"c,leared and the group N

" séated, thecelebrant inivifed those present to'mention - : -’
specific bleésmgs for which all-could reply; “Thank you, - '

- ‘Lord.” He, concluded with the final prayer, once agam :
from the' sacramenfary held by a chrld. :

Destgned to explam thex Mass*to ﬁrst commumeants

- this ‘real but demonstrat:on Euchanst often taught more _‘ A “

to therr parents

If there § one sue way of remammg ‘humble, it s

-p'choo; gr%herar}] egguette kind of cold,hat one ae
compan y all the grosser aceoutreme

- nose, red eyes,- .and-laden:vocal chords™= all%f whrch
‘result ih a much different kind of speaker than.-.
originally.envisioned by the’ plannmg committee.

-thousand people who are anticipating a lively and’
- profound presentation only to come away. shaking their

like their kids with a cold.

-made to offend listeners twice, but the latest wasa -
"zinger. Last June, I hooked three: appearances together
the’ flrst at Notre ‘Dame, and the second, a couple of -
-days later at the BenedrctmeCollege in Lrsle, Ll X got
ugh Notre Dame in fine style; but as I was. leaving
- Bend I-felt. the: first signs of a sore- throat. =~ -

T "ayed “Dear God, please hold off this cold for a~ .
-\ few ‘more-days.” But by next morning, my nose begar

of my prayer; “Lord, either .make this a fast cold-or-

On God, Colds and Humi

:being scheduléed.a year and a. ‘half in advance for a talk- o
ata conference ‘and- then getting & cold.” Not a poltte 3

1t rather humrlratmg to-stand before a couple of -

"~ sneezed, I Wi
“In- my public speaking, I’ve had only the kmd of .cold. zed, heezeg

to run, my héad felt achey; and [:added.to the intensity.

postpone it until I get home, p-le-as¢,” He wasn't' .-
hearing.me. In fact, He tossed in two compllcatmg :

: Talks \Mth Parents ﬁf

factors: damp, and cold Ilhnors weather and an. o

'unheated dorrmtory L.
heads in disappointment over ‘the-fact that you sound o

By mommg the obvrous ‘was obvrous I coughed l
I'blew, and I felt the first signs, of -

laryngits. Also panic. In, trntatronl I prayed, “Okay,

Lord, what are you and 1 gomg to do about those talks
tomorrow"” »

- That, mght a priest gave me a lrttle purple and gold
capsule saying if I took it a,bedtime, I'd be: completely

- well by morning. A lrstemng nun sard, “Don’t take that.
" You'll never wake up in the morning.” And she passed

e a white tablet to take. I smiled and nodded my - ™
- thanks voicelessly. On my way to the-dorm, I meta -

tranger who wore a~conference name tag. “Oh " she
said, grabbing ity armi in the dark. “I heard you had a

- bad-cold and 1 brotight you a never-fail remedy " She '_'

gave me another pill.

LR
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. ‘l"l‘l!epway Lielt, 1.didn’t mind sleeping through the ,
;*"‘2-6 ;gw, n»ﬁu a‘{.-e-;t'aw, ;e-»r*- '.‘-‘ B

~

'wrth a.car knocked a few: weeks-of] purgatory by :

~ speech: notes, I also prayed between every cup, wrth
. some: annoyance, “Okay, God. What did you have ini -
_mind == brmgmgall these people'here and grvmg them

- voice, nose and &ver constant: tissue;-but I launched
.. info the talk with bravado. ‘At the end of 45 minutes, I:-|
“realized with astonishment that 1. hadi.forgotten my: eold ‘

in origin. _

“my. eyes-to heaven and He only: shrugged. He has Hls |-
- own vways of- keepmg us dependent S :

Back in the donn, L stodied the pllls and chose the
No reason eXeept the color seemed. approprtate

fgl.lowts,daxww»m =
Bututwas nottobe Iaroseea

and one: negtstrant

taking:me. out for an early. breakfast where I drank ‘.
gallons: of ciffee, coughed, cleared, blew, apd went over

thisl,” .

But when*hvas mtroduced an hour later, a cunous
thmg happened.:I apologized to the listeners for my -

completely, hadn’t coughed or blown- oncerEven my .
voice ¢ooperated. ‘Afterward, sevemlrpartrcrpantswl, S
suggested that: my cold svas psychologlcal stage fngltt

I couldn’t answer, My vorce ‘was gone agam l rolled

Dear Readers. This Easter column first ran in |975. o
-Cara is 10 now- and we both. have grown in acceptance
and expectatton S . :

T do not know how parents who drsdam the 1dea of a
© life. hereafter explain death. to their chlldren It is hard -
enough even when- you trust that dying is but a rebirth.

. On Fnday the five- yearold ‘who has been drscussmg
. cemetenes wrth her best friend got to the mtty gritty: )

) “But 1f we g0 to heaven why do we have to go mto
the ground"” she wanted 1o know

. Itwas bedtime’ and conversauon then is usually a-
- stalling techmque But the answer to thrs questlon
. wouldn t wart o

o “I‘he important part of us,goes to heaven We dont _.
_ need our bodres = ? . ‘

She was- adamant “Well l want mme’”

E “God romrsed us our bodles and souls would all go
B back together later,, S

She who has trouble dtfferentratmg between two .

o days and a week, wanted an exact trme “When‘? Two ..

ears, three yeérs, when

>
.' N »

oo was asleep on her fa th r's shoulder

.'*Easter S. Meamng and a Flve-Year-Old

Sarah™ "~ .
Child

All ‘in:-tlhe Famil.l;' ’

I was losmg control of the conversatron I told her -

the truth.as I understand it. “Jesus said if we: loved’

~ Him:and trusted Hrm we' don 't ever have to be & ;.5* e
' afrard > o

. As she ‘chewed on- that l trted a dtversmnary,tactrc ‘
; not immediately aware of my-own irony. “Think of -
-something pleasant.
" down, her
-parents, a candy ﬁlled basket and a new long, yellow ,

Think about Easter.” She settled
ter a-montage of a trip to her grand-

dress.-

obligation for what tsed to be known ds Passion -

- . Sunday, T listenéd {o-the miracle of the sermon; J’eSus

raising Lazatus froin.the dead. A new: peace settledon,

me'and I looked-over at the fivé-year-old but-the-af-- .

‘ternoon of -hard. swi ng ‘had taken itts toll and she )

v

o - Farther down the trarl we watched the bnllrant blue

‘on' Saturday mght we went to Mass fulfrllmg our - ‘

o .Iv

- ;t’:;‘b' -

On Sunday we were out of the house and onf our .

,~"- ‘way. to the Montezuma Swamps by 9-a. m.

Just. msrde the entrancé to the wrld lrfe refuge, we -

3 spotted three deer mcludmg a yearling and when the -
-7 kids: went to the chain fence the deer came boundmg
. from thé little thicket to munch the heavrly salted

‘pretzel thzg was offered

W

of ‘the sky turn-almost black as wave upon wave, of

. Canada geese headed for the marsh; - _;‘ NS :

On our left, the tall wmter wheat they would feed on -

. - waved-in:the shght bréeze. On,our right: the: huge carp .
. could-be sighted in the icy water. Then a- helicopter .- .

< -Swooped low and a. zrllron” geese 100k to. the air in-a..¢ .‘ o
- - frenzy-of. swoopmg ngs and flashmg whlte un S
: 'derbodtes = R RN -ﬁ

N : ) i -

- Wititer weary, I took m~the warmth of the sun the :

' "meltmg and mtxmg of snow and mud and the honks ‘; ‘

‘ofthegeese AN

A o thought of Spnng and—new begmmngs and. Jesus , e
" raising-Lazafus from; the gfave. A.promise worth ‘
' waiting for. A promise to trust.in. Iloo

year-old to pass-on-new-reassul
huntmg:snarls in: the mud andj
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