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" fUld State
ine Death?

Seldom has the State Catholic Conference, whtch;v',
- represents. the eight dioceses of New .York, made its
" opposition to-a bill-so clear as it has-in the case of

. Assembly . Bill 9004 wh_tch would enact a statutory

1 definition of death.

“It is- ulmeeessary both medteally and soctally, 1t is
" being offered with the weakest of argumerits arid there__
* are sérious religious dtfﬁculttes with the proposal,” satd; -

| Charles Tobin, general counsel to the conference. -

< /’ N
| ‘bishops posed two_“vital” questions: “I. Should: the
- | state define . death by- law"and2 What ktnd of-:
] defimtton of death will it gtve"” : o

-

:The. eight-page statément: on ‘Behalf .of the states

“toa problem ennnot be obtamed beeause of the mynad

oof personal, ‘psychological,- medical and- moral»factors
- which are involved,” the btshops stated _

: “No matter what’ deﬁmtton of death you eome up-
with it'is going to impose its will on the doctor and hls: .
freedom:to act in the best interests of his pal.lent

* clearlya bad law, bad mediciné proposal

' ‘Various other state. legislatures have. already set up
. legal definitions.of death and no two are the same. This
“makes. possible -the. grim possibility that a person -
. judged dead in New York may be still. eonsrdered alive
tn a netghbortng state ‘ D g

Perhaps the main objectton toa Iegal defimtron of
= death is- -that 'it intrudes, -on- [the doctor-pahent\_
- relationship. As; the* btshops state, “A’ statutory

- definition of death is unwise betause it will serve to - -
- _usurp -the discretionary - judgments that physicians -

" must be free to make .” physrctans will feel compelled

The btshops further state “As Roman Catholres we:’
objeet to governmental -policies which intrud€, upon

& the: mterfaee ‘between - the ~ piagmatic .world-. of |

,govemmentt and -the realm of religious - -spirituality. - |
- Stated in ‘another:way, we object to the govenment | . -
“determining what is human ‘life. (which we hold as |- .~
sacred) ‘and what is not.-'When ‘death is defined, so |-
tooeonverselytsltfedef'med,AsPopePnsXIltaught, o

- ‘becauise .thére. is involved. here a fundamental right
. received from the Creator . :
- with certainty that tthasbeen lost’”

‘The bishops conclude: “The common law prac

determtmng death: should remain unchanged because *-|
" it sl legally, medically" and morally adequate. The |.
‘-proposed legislation is: unsound on all of these eounts )
- We urge its defeat.” -

TthtStsanother hotspot ina longlmeoftssues where.

the sanctity.. of ‘life is - threatened — abortton,'

euthanasra, capital- pumshment, in @ vitro  ex-

it ls neeessary t0 pl’OVCf' T

‘neeof"

'1s.

“Thts lS clearly an area where a legtslattve'soluhon .

to'act in aeeordanee wrth statutory provisions and not-
with their own'best medical judgme;

nts and instincts.

They will become servants of the law and not servants.

~ of their pattents

e

penmentatton arttﬁctal msemmatton and mvoluntary

steriltmtton ‘
We, too, opme,tt.: o

and Opinions i o

P

Takehfe
Asltls

Edrtor-‘

I would ltke to address this-
letter to -all-those who:find it’
.so hard. to- bear the many

A dtfﬁculues i ltfe

The ﬁrst pomt that I'would
‘like to make is that life is
“diffieult;

“and- hard to bear than it mlly

The life" led by Jesus Christ

- was the perfect. life: He was -

_humble.. He was dehberately "
. poor and uncomphcated He.
- was pure... hard working and
dedicated. Jesus always put
. his difficulties in life aside and

 lived hls life for others — for
_us. - :

LN ) -

Ultlmately Jesus suffered -

* "** much and: died a cruel death
.—death on a cross. He did

that for you and me; He did” tt )
forall people

Do you- rmlly think. that

.much ~world ‘unrest (Iran,
Afghamstan -fight here ‘at

" ‘home) “if "people - would- put

- their -own’feelings_aside and
- live: as"Christ did; Yor others;

interested. in others helpful to.
: others -

. We must. "learn to forget

™ ourselvés for the Lord said: “If-

. anyone wishes to be-a follower ~ .
" of mine, he must leave- self,

behmd” (Luke 9: 23)

We must also learn to take
| thmgs ‘as they come, live orne -

“-day at a time, live in the ltvmg

" present if- you.wrll

us life divided info.-days ard
* night. The Lord taught us: to'
_take each day as-it comes, 0.
- put into each day its quota of
" prayer, work .and education

. and then get arréarried night’s

sleep_in preparation- for “the
- nextday. Sa.do not.be anxious.
about tomorrow; .

has troubles enough of its own i
{Matt 6:34). . :

‘Most tmportantly we must -
' make our own happiness. So :
many- people think that they ,

- would bé*happy if only iifé’s.
circumstances were different:

*if they hadadrfferent]ob had .

nevermamedorhadmamed
someone eclse, if- they had-
_ gotten marned, if they had
different’ parefts .or

educations, if they were in a -

different religious community
- of -seminary,- if they. lived

“elsewhere, had more” money .

—. Of MOE; POSSESSIONS,. CIC.

But the secret of happmess,

R

but ~most people -
- make life much more.difficult .

) prompts this letter,

".plamed

. tomorrow °
. 'will look after itself. Each day- :

'ltkethelnngdomofGodls

wrthm each onc of us,

We: must take life the way'
- Godhasgtventt tous. -

Edward C D’Ettorre

306 Seneca Pk: Ave,
14617'

‘En;oy Rosaty

Dolores Curran S oolumn of 3
. March'5 sugaestmg a numbeér
-of spiritual substitutions for.

Roehester, N. Y.

the Rosary as a family' prayer

As a- teacher of rehglous

"edueatlon for thepast several*
years, 1 have -fourid chtldren

genitinely -intérestéd’ in - the
Rosary The drama of : the
niysteries, . if - properly €x-
appeals $0 * “them.
Although: time _permits
one’ decade -

ually, -par-

- ticipation. is - gratifying -and
T evemr the shyest child seeims to
. ! enjoy “leadmg” a Hail’ Mary

there would. be’ so” many .
_problems - in- our ‘lives, so .

Our Legion of Mary often
providés rosaries for . the.

youngsters and they are most -
- happily accepted. )

And 1 wonder tf the Irtsh .
would have adhered 10 the
». Faith’ despite. years* of - ‘per-
- secution’ had. it .iiot been for

their devotion “to the famrly-»
. Rosary? ..

- | .. - 23.CottageAvenue
B Hornell, New: York 14843

Phsmet’s

God in his- wtsdom has gwen"A :

Editor; :

Followmg is-a pnsoners-
" prayer. - .

~ Upon my knees I plead,'-
. DearLord, love me. i
- In my solitude, T beg, Denr‘-.

Lord _protect me. :

~-And to the. Father 1 plead; N

for the courage to aecept my.
place upon this earth

Now F.ask the angels for
‘their guidance. through. my
ttme of despatr.

send these pleas, and pray
theyare heard -

Now alone and not. 'S0 ;

‘brave, facing the lonely grave,
I come upon: my knegs

beggmg, Dear Lord, protect :

< Hains Kung material in. view. -
" of hiis censure.by the: Catholic -
My heart now achmg, tears.. theologteal

stalrr my cheeks ‘as 1 cry’ for'

. oA

' condueted -tour.

Mrs. Dolores Lamb-

. forgtveness, praymg, Dear

‘Lord; for-*your -everlasting
smue toshme uponme .

Albarn CorreetioulFacility

“F. Cucldys
,Etmr

As an. avrd reader of Father;

'«Cuddys eolumn, *“On. the-
" Right Side,”. I have:-come 10" -
<. the: eoncluston that- all. his

‘writing -may be reduced to-

" three literary” genres: 1. the

diocesan travelogue, 2. the
ad
vertisement, and. 3. the self-

dialogué -in. question-answer
~ form (the last, ‘no doubt; -

betraymg a nostalgic yearning
for" the bygorie, days. of the -

'Balttmore Catechism; R.IP).

'All ‘three " of theee hterary‘
forms furnish -a ‘convenient
‘framework . for presenting a.-
goodly number of truths, half- -

truths, distortions ‘and antl

"Vatican 1 statements.
meditating and praying only

My mcuons to his eolurnn

,‘run the gamut of a number of
,emottom, some of wlnch it
] wouldnotbemgoodlasteto-

express_in-a letter ito the.,
Editor. Be:that as it may,lfeel

a responsrbtltty 0. zFather.

Cuddy to ‘point -out' an_odd
error in his colump. oftMarch

12.. . Strangely,- he does’ not"

seem to know who his’ Bishop
isOne would certainly expect -
that. he would -know.-that ~.
Matthew H Clark is the -
Bishop of. Rochester. For he

* calls . Father Kennedy “our -

“head liturgist.” Now anyone
‘who knows anything. at all

~about liturgy’ knows that in’

sound .Roman Cathohe
- doctrine -it is the: BlShOp -
- .and he alone —,who is the
) “head liturgist” of the: dtocese

Father
surely beé -flattered” by this
unexpected. ‘elevation "to -

. - episcopal “status, But, alas,” *
“-Father Kennedy. no, Couner_
-'column ~ not.-even Father
- -Cuddy’s — carries the weight _
‘of an Apostoltc J.etter from.. '

Rome. :
' Msgr thlramH Shannon
. Nazareth College
‘4245 East Ave.

Rochester, N.Y. 14610

'FtndsFault
'.Wtﬂ1$errmaty

Across the wmter sky, I -

Ellitor e

~1 would ltke to respond 10.
the . recent clarification by
Father' Lioi, St. ‘Befnard’s
Seminary rector, on- why St
Bernard’s will contmue to'use

circle, Let meinall
senousnelssay, balderdash.

Kennedy must .

That there wrll be a srfttnq
‘of the Wheat from the chaff is
- quite. apparcnt. But what 'is

- apparent ‘to this-reader is that -
.loh He-nersl. .
; 75-A4301 .

the. wheat of Catholicism is
usually ~ the chaff of
Bemard’.A o -

One( readtly remembers

St. |

the firing. of Father Turvasi .| - .

_from: St. Berriard’s "and the .
subseql.tent firing of

others because . ‘““the

 curriculum:was-being diluted;

that | psychology was'
ng . M(De unportam:;
thantheology mocrat

Chronick, 1-15-79). One akso

recalls |a letter _to the edltor

~ (Times;Union, 3577) ) in | =
. which :

the’ Rev ‘Me-
Cluskey and.’
-seminarians ' from 'St.. Ber-’
- mard’s, publicly voiced- their -
dissent to ~Rome’s final

decision on .women priests.

Where|assent_has incxorably

been eesenttal to- Catholtcrsm,
and parueularly siressed in the -
docu}mqe:tt‘smgf VCJ’e I,
‘ some] ttsnow ing-
stresed as the “norm.” -But
_anything” short of eomplete
loyaltyjtsdtsloyalty a
by
Another srmrlar tnctdent
happe d .to' occur - this
morning: at Mase dunng
which. 'one of .the seminarians
from- St. Bernard’s: gave the:
homtly 1 had almost always
thought that the current, and
commonest “heresy. -
‘Christology was to - ascnbe
- ignorance: to- Christ:” Our
~ Lord prror to' His baptism in
" the Jordan Now, however, |
find that this . Modemtst
theoryl -which is really. a
heresyf has advafced to the'
_point that our. Blessed Lord is
" riow unaware of his identity
“and” mission even - at the
Transf' guratron .

When those at St Bemard’
bring: 'teachmg in " with: the
Cathohc _Faith and in -con-:
formity. “with the_- Second .
Vatmn Council, Fwill. believe .

“they have ftnally found thelr ‘

ralson d etre .
. ..Richard V, Hussar -

: - 340 Jordan Ave.
Rocheeter, N Y. 14606

The Blame
Editor
‘ l wquld hke to respond to

two” letters — C.A.
Feb 27 and AnnL Wood

have
vnewpomts and they ar¢ both
.correct. I am’ a ‘second grade
CCD teacher-and T certainly -
don’t ‘claim to be- one with
teachmg expertise nor .one,
“with a ‘teacher’s bacltground
- of any nature, I found myself . .
volunteenng because tortllree

eonsecuttve weeks our pastor

A

two .

l4 other |

“children .

. limes dunngj
;The first at Baptrsm
'second at Fifst Commumon

oppostte 4

.(now deeeased) actually

‘begged : for teachers. I didn't
feel I'was: quahﬁed nof that I

coulddoagoodjobfor these
children, however, I did feel I -

was”hetter nuln NO teacher at-

N Yles,wedofeelsomeofour
receive - the
. Sactaments * - without | being

totally prepared.” Yes, we ,
ng the -
right .thing. when we let this -

“wondeér if .we are doi

happeii. - Bélieve you me, we

dotheverybestweearlmthe -
45 minutes al week we have. -
But what is the right thing to.
“do when the: majortty of the
“five'
their herme )

_children attend

the third-at Conﬁrmahon the

- fourth at the Wedding and the -
ﬁftlt at the furieral. Two of the -

five they are carried in! {

! Tvis nght for us teaclters to-
sit in judgment and: tell these”
. children they *cannot. reeelve

-the sacramients because their -
parents ‘do . not hear their °

- prayers?" Perhaps * we'.as

téachers should. share .the- | should be brief, no longer | .

.blame with- the parents We

. are at fault because-we let the

children ‘come to God un-

. prepared and the. parents are -
) ', to share the blame because
- they - do not* prepare ‘the,

chtldren to go to God.

Iwould like toeonvey my

-_'thanks and grahtudeto the

: *'elsrs‘e SAID me-re'-mm“reuntez/“ o

‘organization

Ait’s workmg

‘the”

people of the Rochester-_f,j
*Dtoeeseforthetraenerosrty

" Because of thetr gmng,'

‘Birthright has been formed i in . -
This ¢ i

Seneca . County.
is actively.

concerned with our belief that

- human tife i sacred.’ The;

irportance.of your. generosity -
and support can “never be

overesttmated To borrow a

phrase from, -another -
organization,

| Courier:Journal, ’
Chestnuf. St,,* Rochester L

Marty Hayes
WIM N Y -

.| howeyver, -

| tributors as possiblewe will |15
;publnhnomorethanone . §E

Guldelmes

Letters - mtended “for
'publteetlon must -be* ad--
dressed. to. Optmon
67

N.Y. 14604.
Exptesstons of oplmons

than . 134 . -pages, _ ‘typed,

| double-spaced, wnh names B £
| and addresses. -
_ “We reserve the nght to] .41
' edit as to lerigth, offensive. | |

. words, libelous statements,
‘Or 'to. reject altosether
Generally Speaking,.
-only “limited
-grammatical - corrections

1 will be made and letiers | ;
»wnllreﬂectthewntersown.

style.
We eneourage readers to].

' "S“l’mlt opinions but since |- §§

| We try to.print letters from
-as many. different con-

'tletter a month t‘rom the -

sante mdmdual,

Thanks to you N

N
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