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Hrm before -each class, standing in a circle, passing .
" _the.¢andlé (He'is the Lrght of the world) from person’ -
.. to.person:as €ach intones.a petition, a thank you. . -
- "For grandfather in the hosprtal for a lost pet, for the ’
L hostagesmlran < A
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For 4th~:i'Graders

E}

‘ Tell iie: about Jesus When 'you pray, how do you f,é
- prcture hrm" One short paragraph wrll do i

In one collectlve actron Room 18 4th- grade .

: "rehgron, wrmkles its forehoad frowns brtes rts :
o pencrl . . )

" Tt is mext to the last class of the year. Tt has been N

a ‘2 fast year, but a big one. They have worked-hard,
.~ been rewarded. There have been lots of parties. ~

- gookres and Chnstlamty go well togethcr A package .
- dea

' -
“They . have talked alot about Our Lord Prayed to.

Jesus is real He is wrth us. Tell me about Jesus

- They do. In"sometimes neat, sometrmes messy, D

: “Jesus isa brg bother to us all,” wntes Cara R

s ‘whose spellrng Tve, been correctrng for a long trme '

A bother" o, . . > ’
“Oh I forgot the R Jesus isa brg brother to us
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" At the Family -

- “He is everywhere ‘says Mrke who lrves down :
-the street from.us, “but, I wonder how he is ¥

: ‘everywhere"” ‘

1 thrnk in. thc mght how Jesus is ear{ng for me .

%nd my grandma and grandpa, wntes yiellow-harred

& '

Matt poses some questrons “I wonder if God.can,

= read my mind? Does he really exist? Do other. people - -
" dream what I do? Does. Cassre, my three-year-old :
'srster really understand God?” o

: Meredith hias a poem she wrshes to share frrst It - -
'deals with classtime rnterfenng with recreation: lt
‘goes; (Religion) takes your trme away, so you eant
g0 out and play. -

. Ona second sheet of paper she wntes" “.lesus is a
father to me.” . o

D 4

To Andrea He is agood and close fnend” »
and still helps us today

Jason is. terse. “I picture hrm on the cross

“Kelly F. wonders. “How does He: handle
everybody S prayers dt the same trme"”

Kelly M. says “He s always there:”
Davrd thmks “He lrkes to be thanked and
pralsed e

0

| “He. is always meanmg well says Anne
. ) : . Q

a chhre_ draws a ‘car ,and a cross “Hevhelps.others_. ?

“WheneVer ¥ talk to hlm He always always
answers me, conﬁdes Paulette -

Corey is absent today The fiu bug is strll with us. o
Jean llands hers in: It is typical Jeanm'e “ thmk ”;, A

shewntes“Hehasamustache a beard ndrs -
holdmg out hls amts just wartmg to hug us

lthlnksotoo S ,1.:'
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~ Easter'i is here He is risen: Yet agam weare - -

I doesn’t make. up for it.

. What does that have to ‘do ‘with. Easter" Or wrth

- F - famlly spnqtual]t)ﬂ Absolll[ely evel'y thlng

ns wrth the famrly bond It
metimés Tamilies say to me,
“We aren’t getting along very well together. Maybe. we

Famtly spmtualrty

- ought to try some family prayer.” I never discourage . -
| - them, but it’s rarely. the answer to & family' who doesn’t"
- - like being:together.'l enicourage such families to seek
V' sorhe activities. that will give them a sensé*of famrlmess,

- abond that will lead- them to comfortable prayer

- _ .together

-Some famrlres go ﬁshmg, others roller skateson”

,.brcycle lanes. The, Kennedys played touch. football. In
.+ | -my large childhood family, we played:cards a Tot.
"2} Nearly every, Sunday-afterncon, somebody popped a -
1 drshpan of popcom and brought out the cards We

) 'remrnded that.we are saved. Now, let’s act likeit in the
- |- family. Let’s.break out the smrles ‘the laughter and. the -
-] - good dishies: Let’s take-a ride in-the country and pick -
| * wildflowers. together;_.jog in_the. park; or; if we’re too
"'} “creaking. for that, try.a- family volleyball or. card game. .. .
.| It doesn’t matter what we do as’long as we enjoy doing .-~

N L together — parents, grandparents teenS' and toddlers. o

, ,laughed shouted .and fought our way t lrough B
.“Hetarts i | Doubt You” and a. vanety of other famrly
“unifiers. " A - Vo

.- the porgnancres, and cheered the brcycle race

Ievelopmg F amlly Spmtualrty

" conféss-we confiseated one son s Gumess Book of S
" 'Records to preserve our solitude and sanity. Every two |
- minutes, we'd hear, “Did you know that. .the record lrfe .
“span of a round worm lrvmg -in someones body was '

-'vDolores o
[Curran - -°

| Talks Wrth Parents ‘

In my: famrly today, we enjoy a good vre together
(My ‘teen’s friends.ask incredulously, “You went with -
your parerits? And your little brothers” Gross ).One of

*the most enjoyable evenings: we've shared recently’ was
seeing the delightful movie, Bréaking Away, together.
- We laughed over the family. conversatiof, cried over.

Every couple of months, rf we can work it out, we

~: ‘get away- to-a borrowed: cabin where we fhike;show.old -

home.-moviés of when we were.a’ younge famrly, play
~cards, and read ﬁve good books alone toget‘he Y| O

developrng a sense of
: have initiated a returnto the famrly dance.

. joined in by. the- whole family. It’s common to see a. -

~ son, and families with other families. Both panshes
- l‘amrhes is bemg contmued

Dancm;g and laughmg together is-an appropnate way‘ ’ C
. ‘to-end this Six-part-series on family. spirituality. I hope

° of us'in: God ] t‘amrly

two years??)
Developmg faml Pmtuahty is drrectly related to

In both! the dances are- rmmensely successful, Old

square and round dances like the waltz, quadrille, crrcle

‘tWo step, schottische, polka and the Virginia reel are .
grandfather dancing with a littie girl; a mother with:a .'

.originally- infended to have one family dance but, llke
all good traditions, something so valuable to pansh

_that any newfound faith experiences.in your family -

“don’t end: with,Lent but’ begm with Easter-and. contmue \
through the whole springtime. That’s what Easter is all |

.about; after all: a new- beg_rnnmg and new hope t‘or all -

amily.fun.. Two panshesll(now
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. Monsrgnor James P McPeak hved until 95 (hrs

‘ “baby brother™ Tom reached 104 before the Lord called .

- him home) and served as. the Cathedral’s rector for T

’ almost half a century

Every year when the brshop amved for pnesthood

" ordinations; Monsignor -McPeak would make the’ same
: comment “lt rs spnngtrme once agam in the Church

It was.an’ apt ob‘servatron for mdeed through thrs

. ’ sacrament of holy orders. the Church:is constantly’
-, renewed and aging pnests are replenished by young..
. men fresh from the s€minary’ and eager to burld up the .

,'Lord’s kmgdom IR

K

So too Vear after year durmg the Chnsm Mass

o Catholrcs are reminded that through their brshop they - -
" are linked with sistefs and. brothers everywhere in the
world. The chief shepherd of a diocese at this Bucharist
. confirmation ‘candiddte- for the holy chrrs ; @ nurse,
physician or other health care person for'the orl of the =

‘blesses- those holy oils which' will be takein to each

. - pafish: -arid used.for various sacraments. Thus, in‘a

- sense, when: a-baby is baptized, a person confirmed or a -
" sick individual:anoirited, we maintain the.bishop ,
. -baptizes, confirms or anoints. Furthermore, through -

" him'we. become joined with hisbrother bishops around -
" ‘the globe and ultlmately wrth our Holy Father

.. There arc two very practreal ways on the pansh level‘.
Lt dramatrze and hente underscore these pomts about

pnests and brshops

e - e
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- Ideally, these pebple should possess a spec :
‘nection’ with the particular ofl to which. they have been *

-assigned: expectant parents for: the oil of eetachumens, . dedrcatlon to Christ as priests of the new covenant,

- their resalve.to become more like the Loid by soyfully RN

. placed in the sanctuary on-a table. in full view of the

v_»bannernearthem o
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' ’opr. ,c’hnr"ch".f'ami[yf :

Frrst of all the pansh Ieadershrp could seek out.
delegates who will travel to.the-annual Holy Week -

* Chrism_Mass, niormally at the- Cathedral, partrcrpate in-
" it and-afterwards:secure a new supply of the just
bleesed sacred oils... e

=srck

At the evenmg Mass of the Lord Sup r in therr s
panshes these people would walk in the processron for.

jthe presentatron of gifts, each carrymg the appropnate

holy: oil vessél. Those three: containers colrld thenbe

corigrégation with. pel'haps an explanato ‘ poster or’

ol ;,»’ Wi rg'.!
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e in the Church R

Later,, when those parents have therr mfant baptrzed
and the celébrant spréads oil on the child’s breast-and
,head or the brshop places chnsm upon the eandrdate s

.allmg mdrvrdual those ntuals wrll Carry a W|der, deeper
g meamng, ‘ _

We form a umversal, world wrde people of God
umted -among other ways by these common o

. sacramental eelebratrons

- R

Secondly, on Holy Thursday mght, the premdent of

" the parish: council or a oomparable person could: renew
. the vows.of the local priest(s) using the formula

followed by the brshop at the Chrism Mass

ralcon-- el

The leader rnvrtes these men to renew therr '

sacrificinig pleasure and ambitior to bring Jésus’ ‘péace

-and.lové to-others, their intention of téaching the '
‘Christiaf faith without thought of personal proﬁt but EERRNE
; 'solely for the well: bemg of the people L

At thelend the leader asks the commumty 10 pray. N
. c,for their priests; to lift-them:u

_ 7help them be faithful ministe of Christ:

:'the Lords: srght o' -
Hi,

. Sue. -points out that “Jesus’ helped people long ago S |
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