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Just recently the medta announ«

. Justlce wquld be reverberating
* ~that a former:Sheriff’s. lnvestlgato
rnformatron as a tesult of some f

| the ail of; i
d-on the assumptton
had. drvulged ‘New”

. barsalmng

A great deal of the awesome tol thrs has taken on -

K L .' the system rests ‘oin the shoulders of those whe perform
L dally na most honorable and productwe manner. R

-If the system is-in need of

. péryades every organization,
kept under control), then let

'ny-m's.'mg e
_ elgiolToday L
= }' Washingtou Present-day

conceriis ‘of * the -religious
commumty, from American
hostages. in Iran to Cam-. °

-bodian refugees, are being met--- -

by ‘prayer - vigils, monetary_~.
: support and; polmeal’ actlvrsm N

But, closer 10 home; darly
‘ attacks on human. dignity - .
-often -seem to’ eseape at-
tehtlon :

. One of the more. blatant g

~ + - -instances”-- in. ‘which - more -
. than 8300 sterilizations. took
" place ~in Vnrgmras public

" mental institutions - did -not -
_escape the notice:of Bishop.
Walter F. Sullivan of the

' Diocese. of ‘Richmond. This
occurred over 48 years x

In a letter 10 the people of

hts dtocese, Bishop- Sullivan

.~ wrote “Qur society labeled the
. ", Fetarded, the. .mentally ill, and
g those- with, behavroral’
-, " probleins a§ ‘misfits’. With this. -
o - label, society justified itself in
stnppmg a - segment “of the
L. populatton of equal protecnonx,
I-i -under ithe aw. The- ‘misfits’
. became -objects for ‘ex- -
plonanon ‘rather than persons

in need of healmg love '

More

. What is’ occurrmg now althou

.. ‘somietimes-unbearable, may be the.
S ever happened to our system — th
*-scrutiny of how"we.do. busmess Hrstoneally, the system. -
"has-not. had-such close scrutiny following major scandal -
acknowledgement and therem may

- end-justifies the means mentahty (which somehow -

but

clea:}:ng 'beceuse of an.
‘us'move on wrth the task

-

But durmg the process, let us-all keep in mmd that
the overwhelmmg majority of
crimminal justice system are honest,’
. performérs who-are losing their sel -image, self-respec
. and self-worth“through negative pubhclty whtch 18-
prevalent durmg thti cleansmg pcn

jlé in.out local -
edicated high -

uncomfortable and

est thing that has
> close public .

lie the problem

* We.need to [es,ton? eonﬁdence to the entire System; [
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The stenhzauon program
|thm ‘legal boundanes,
althou the letter states that .
“forced - sterilizatic 7 -of -the-

mental y-rmpatred ‘has ‘been ~

discon inged ‘as publn pohcy
smcel 72” =

. The btshop spelled out the

First, | lthe program was im-
pleme ted “under the-guise of
‘genetic: .purity;”” a -concept’
roundly condemned. by -U.S:

. citizens - when practrced by

- “others] -

"In addmon the response of
public- ofﬁctals ranging:from
mdlffellence to _support to.-
downright : deceptton of - the'
victims, requires . an “out”
pouring : of . “pubhc i
drgnatr n," Sulltvan sald

He en asked the obvnous
questron, -“What “else “is.
happe ing . in - our society

rights |and’ " dignity. or. the -
individual, yet. goes htdden
from tTypubhc"” '

Late it appears oné need
look nofurther. than the front .
In. vitro: ‘fertilization -

babres), arttﬁcral
“insemination: (for, people not
just cattle), .and . genettc
engmeeﬂnng are - all ﬁndmg

page.
(test -tutx

K ~1‘~d-»mmum.w.q‘«-;.,.~m s

“here really sho ‘be .

. l would hke to respond to
£+ tlie woman who asked for 500 *
" letters’ indicating_ our - con-

‘ tnbuttonof praye& Yes,lam ;';
. _ . x ‘.“',"f

i xatueen Powelland
d;m hter Mary
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ore often’than not ls

- 'these ._processes:

" human. °

re than gust 500but -
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ln thls senes, vndely known persons, at the
newspaper ] request, will present. ‘their tthoughts on

' vaned xopleel issues: The opinions expressed' are'not .
- ily those of the newspaper. Other readers are '
aho invited-to_submif articles for| “Your - Turn” aud C
whether or not they are used mll he up to the edltor. .

e
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One way to. accomplrsh thiS goal is full dlsclosure and )
a barmg of the soul, If all of this results i in;a number of -
- . "lessons which, if followed ‘would prevent any R :
recurrence of such a serious and diffi cult problem then '
"let us get on wnh the task at hand. . RS

In the meanttme all of Us m and -out of the system -

should maintain a sense of balance, and not be. too

- quick’ to make rash judgments

The current system lS somewhat sensltlve dtstrustmg,

’_ * and almiost. .paranoid as.a result of the recent -and past .
. disclosures. So it-is- takmg tts toll.

v
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If the cleansmg moves us toward better com- -

, E munication, estabhshmg better, controls and self- -
- assessment, thén it will have been worth it. But God

~help us if all- of this means:a. wrdenmg of the gaps

already in the system

practical' . application.

at. |

laboratories atound ““the. |
count'ry'. . " .

- of the_ scientific validity of
“work”™:
~ hold

without

-

- they all
Bishop . Sullivan’
asks; “What does the future -
if - we " allow’ furthei * -
.experimentation.
sufflment ethlcal'
restncuons”‘“‘ o

: | there _is. very -
Whlle there is httle questlon '

| “Don t bet on it!” f

H‘e sard such tssues as- the’ :

ldrgmty of human ltfe and.
“informed

conserit
“dismissed asirrelevan{” when
.legal permission ‘was granted
by the

* were

‘Virginia’ thealth

commissioner-for- the 1 m ‘vitro

cllmcat Norfolk IR

What may be done"

Whatever-it is; it is mdst likely
. to--arise - from the religious.
 comiunity. - perhaps ‘the last -
place where the innate value -
of evéry human being; rather,
“than - our

‘intellectual,
behavroral or.
capacmes determmes
basns for pnncrples

1 N

: Brshop \Sulhvan makes_
“someé -coricrete - suggestions: -
_"“We can learn that -we must
.. be consistent in our.tesponse:

to all forms of mjustlce We -]
‘cani learn to bé pro-life in our
'state institutions .
. Tecommit. ourselves to soclal

actlon ll‘l behalf of Justlce

\

St almost 0ES " wnthqut )
. saymg .and’ the bishop left it |
‘unsaid - that 'if communities -

of’ believers in God neglect

physical
the .

. Wecan’

3

these now-common " 0¢-
currances; they can be sure-:‘;_

that threats 10" human dignity

< will. contiriue and most hkely; .

a.

" Police Agency Tevel at the: “satntly” ptcture we have
pamted of our pohoe in Amenca - .o

e

;Mdnigé Cour_r'ty'- s..‘-e.-a_tn,dgét !Me_tditi. e

“

oI England it lS not uncommon to ﬁnd an ofﬁcer
 arresfed for speedmg or tae like. The Scotland Yard’
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He also related how much easier: lt was.to enforée .

~
-official felt it merely showed how “human” ‘police are: -
that we, hke you make errors in Judgment Lo

the law bécause the public percelved the. offrcer as Hot . v
above the- law ‘but merely equal {0 the cmzens who:

.make- up -our socrety
f”

When persons m our cnmmal ]US[lCC system v1ola1e -

,E\.‘_'.

C B 4 the code, the system cracks down hard on them OI-
I once heard'a rankmg member of the Scotland 'Yard fendérs often.are incarcerated even though it is their
fifst time in trouble. Careers and families.are- shattered.
It is: an awesome and tragtc thmg to watch .unfold ’
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' between 1924 and 1972‘

, w1thout
supported by an 8- l decision
-| inthe. Supreme Court There
Ohver .

On § [

"The- womant
presently serves as

heaith- system said, .
httle op .
portumty for it to happen
again,”

1. She: was. talkmg about the I

program by. which ‘the state.’
legally, sterilized up to eight -
thousand “unfit™ - patients” -

My response to : her ’

The’ revelatlon of the
scope” of { this"

the state of Vtrglma Present
officials. would” like. to have

‘an e unfortunate
‘manifestaiion of an archalc .
unenhgh ted msensmvrty

(Remember those archatc
days of 722. That was :the -

| ear -of Watergate of  the -

shooting of George Wallace,

.as'so outrageous didn’t. jUSl
slip .into the state’s practice
notlce . It ~was -

the . judicial grant
~Wendell Hclmes wrote B

et is better for all the E

. \world if mStead of waiting_

10’ execute | degenerate off-- -

Kind? - ]‘ -’

“-But - the Vlrgmta offrc:al .
assures' us that theie’s fittle
| opportunity . Tor it to happen.
again. Somehow. I'm  not
reassured’ When the . same

|'state has recently- authonzed

he first Amenean chmc t0»

w_ho .
‘the |
-overseer-of Vtrgmla S mental q.-

[Dont Bet =

Frjohn + . -
g Reed_y.‘ S

Ve

: '.-_-_L_igéiﬁrjgffor__theemr'd S

.;provnde test tube bables
_ when a'strange busmessman

<N California .announces 'a
sperm bank based. on the

-deposits .of a - few equally

. strange: Nobel prize’winners,

- .about”
"popular emotlon -on pubhc

program’..

| generated | - massive :Tem-
. barrassment -and revulsion in

tus beheve that this was jusi ~

“To me, the frlghtenmg

thmg about this sterilization -
+ tlieprinciples and valyes. Al -
‘that has changed is public |.- .
" sensmvny 1o'the person who
] isin conflict with the state: -

«program -is . what it ‘reveals
the -influence of =

ethlcs

leen the popular at-

tntude of the.country from:-
the 'mid-20’s until the civil ~
rights  campaigns- . of the
60, T have no trouble un-

-..derstanding- how a program:.

-

.of this kind could femain in ’

- force. It truly - reflected ,a

) general . social -
- toward -

attrtude
-those .. who had

-become - problems - for -

society; society had a right. -

of Mark Spltz swrmmmg . ../ to protect itself; it was really,

: medalsat Mlumch) ) .
’ Thts program, now seen

.kinder- “to-.’protect - these:
people: from™ithe burden of :
parenthood which they =

~The‘revulsion today is.not.
based - on hard _ethical -

* réasoning. It - arises._from

‘angther popular; emononal

" attitudé. Péople. in’ pubhc

" custody

retain_ personal *:

. rlghts bureaucracnes shouid -

~

spring for. cnmes -or-to let -
| them - starvé for their. ims*

| becility,. socnety can prevent -
J-those whé..are ~manifestly, - -
»J-unfit- from contmumg thetr

- ~colimn dealt " with’

“which-
‘recognition of principles. and’

~decisions"

not' manipulate the fives of
individuals; personal
shoudd. -be .
-respected in, all ‘but’ the most’

h extreme cn'cumstances

thts 9’
-the ~

dtfference between an. ethlcs
-arises ~ from

: ;A few weeks ago

“~values and one which arises,

*from:-a sensitivity " and
compassion. - for _d: person’

. 'facmg a dlfficult srtuatlon
N \—-s

“a "

it
,Judgments or the basis; of

- It seems _fo me that the
tarn- around -in public "at- }
"otitude

toward .
sterilization ‘program- is -

» proach o ethtcal decisioris.
Nothing “has: changed in |

thls

- perfect example of what is | '
- wrong with the- latter. ap- |

t And -its quite p0551ble 1.7

that this public sefsitivity -
~wili reverse itself agdin'when

. the emotlonal «climate.of the”

natlon changes once more

Thls is not.d-plea for the

“-.establishment. of the ethlcal\
< system of orie-religion.. The |
documents orr .which Bur

_natien -was founded

recognized an ethical systern | *
.based .on flrm prmcrples and o
»values Ce )

Our mstttunons n{btably

'_.probably ‘could not handle the courmsrmply haven't..

dorie"a "very- good - job, in

applying that kind of ethrcal _ 1

thought to pubhc issues.
. One mrght

. repudiation of tlie. Jjudgment -

« of* Justice- Holmes and his | -
~court: If sucha chiange could .

take ->place ‘with regard. to
“compuisory stenhzatton

why ot .om abortlon -on- -
: ‘demand” .

Such a change could téke | B
place, Ipray. that it will. But j: _

the nation ": : shall femain.
vulnerable- "to’ fnghlful
ethtcal judgments as long as'
formulates thase

emotional sensitivity rather

* than ethical principles.

take some '
consolation in this public 1
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