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. Followmg are excerpts trom a recent a,ddress by
" - Pope John-Paul L't the seminarians and others at tlle
_"'_NorthAmencanCollegemRome. IR

' “You are the Meesrah * Sunon Peter answered “the
. Son ‘of the Living God.” - . .

. These words of personal faxth and drvrne rnsprratron
: mark the begtnmng of Peter s mission in the history of .
- the’ People -of God. These.
words also mark the ’begmmng
of a new era in.-the ‘history of
- salvation: -, From 'the’ moment -
“these. words:. were spoken at
:Caesarea Philippi,’ ‘the history

to ‘the ‘ man _who had
"pronounwd ‘them: “You are’
“Peter .and -on. this fock I will -
. bmld my Church "

X These words have a specral
B ) - meaning. for me. They. express *

) ‘what is the heert of my mission. as the’successor of
Peter at the end of the 20th century.-Jesus.Christ is. the

* center of the universe and of history. He alone is. the

"Redeemer of every human being. In God’s mscrutable .

_providence I have been chosen to continue the mission

" of Peter and to repeat with similar conviction“Yoware -

. ~the Messrah - the Chnst the Son of the living
GOd Lo . 2 P

Nothmg in my hfe and mrmstry can take prewdenee

over this mission: to proclaim Christ to all the nations;

. *.to.speak -of "his marvellous goodness, to- tell of his «
* power to-save and to assure-every man.and' woman
that whoever beheves i Chrrst wrll not dre but have )

- etemal lrfe

- My brothers and sons in Chnst, the words of Peter -
also must ‘have: specral meaning for you.: -Your life too
‘must be rooted.in Christ and built up in him: Foritis

’ -because of Christ, on account.of Christ, and for Christ
that 'you wish to serve the people. of God as priests. -

. Thus 'your knowledge of Christ andyour ‘love for him - -.

“must continually grow, and deepen. “Youshall have to: _
be ‘men of strong faith, who through the Eucharrst, the
- liturgy- of ‘hours and daily personal prayer maintain a.
vibrant friendship-with Jesus, who told hts disciples: “I
- can no longer speak of you ‘as slaves Instead 1 eall
.you fnends.” .

. ,,-

- "And so at all ttmes and in all places your ﬁrst » _
thoughts ‘must go to him who is- the Chnst the .

. Melsrah the Son of the. hvmg God

_h
The feast of ‘the Chatr of St Peter is by happy

'eomcrdenee the blrthday of George Washington, your. .

. first- presrdent. In a certain sense -these 'two events
" -indicate my motivation -for coming -here: today It has
been. my?desire as Bishop-of Rom& to visit the various

o -‘ ‘Colleges of the Crty but I have come to the North " .
- Ameriean College in particular as an extension of my .
recent Vvisit' to. the United States. This evening you

- represent for me the Church in the’ Umted States

Through you I onoe agam greet the people of

Amgrica, On this occasion I would like to speak about " '

- . what'L consrder to'be extremely rmportant components

~  of priestly preparation; and to reiterate several points: -
in this regard whrch I stressed dunng my vrslt to; your _

. eountry

The first pnonty in semmary hfe is the word of God..

"God’s word is the center of all theological study; it is

:-, the - chief- mstrument for. handing down - Chnstran
doetnne and it lS the perpetual source of spmtual hfe. )

Lefebvre
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 of the People of God was linked i

Par- (RNS) - Followers
of rebel” Archbrshop Marcel
“Lefebivre who seized a parish.
church on.the. outskrrts of. the
“French - capital ‘remiin -in
‘ posscssion of the edifice three
- years. later’ — -despite’ court’
-rulings against them and the

'f' MCardmal Francors

- The zroup, Jed by ‘Abbe:
;;Ducauld Bourget, peacefully -
- - “occupied the church in

. February 1977 and began

regularize . -his-_ status.
8 offering. MaTsrs.d;n the. now _However a report. that the
- forbidden Lot et‘)mm Rite, archbtshop \has agreed -
-Archibishop™ Lefebvre. came/a . refrain:_from - further tlhcrt.
- ‘short_ time. later o' conffrm .-ordtn_attons was. dispelied
. [some of dren._ofthe - - wheii fie o d 12 men._to
: “ Coim : di cerémonies.
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Archbtshop Let‘ebvre was:

suspended by Pope Paul VI in
‘June- 1976 for defying a papal <

injunction by ordarnmg young -
men educated in his semrnary a

in: Eeone Swrtzerland.

Reports have etrculated for
montls that the 74-year —
old prelate and'representatives

of Pope John Paul are con:-.
- ducting. 'negotiations - to
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Speakmg to: sermnanans in Amenea, |18 satd “The

tntellectual formahon of the priest, which is so vital for

* the times in which we live, embraces a number of the-
-, human sciences as.well as the various sacred sciénces. |

These all have an important place in your. preparatlon

‘ mtegrrty, wrth all 1ts demands and in all its power

-

. lt is my hope that in your reverence for the word of s
“God you will be like Mary — like Mary.whose -
“response to God’s word. was “Frat > “Let it be done o -

F No other responsrbrltty of hts will be of greater t‘ ‘

lee Mary who trusted that the Lord words to -
“her would: be fulfilled;” like Mary. ‘who treasured the’
the. things which were said of tier Son and ‘pondered. -
- them in her- heart, ‘may 'you treasure God’s -word = .
always-and ponder it eachi day in your: hearts so that

. your whole life- hay bewrne a proclamatton of Chrtst -

‘measyousay

the Word made flesh ' i
. The proclamatron of God’s word reaches its ‘sumimit
in the celebration of the Eucharist. Indeed, all. your
pérsonal endeavours and -all- the. activities of the

"-seminary " community ‘are. ‘bound up with ‘the

* -Eucharistic Sacrifice arid_ directed toward it; “For the

.. most blessed ‘Bucharist contains the Church’s entite-
spiritual wealth, that is, Christ: himself, our Passover

+ and living bread:™ I strongly urge. you. therefore to

. thake ‘the Mass the reil center of your life each day,- -
T and I fécommend:: .that. ‘you regularly spend" time in - -
“prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, adormg our Lord ,

and Savrour Jesus Chnst.

atmosphere of reeollectron, whrch enables each of you

to-acquire” hfelong habits of study and prayer, and to" A
. develop ‘interiorly the attitudes of . s¢lf-sacrifice,-
| .generosity and Joyful obedience — attrtudes which-are
50 necessary in a priest.’ Forapnesttstrulyealledto -
- -put on'the-mind and heart of Christ, to imitate the Son
who “learned obedience from what he suffered,” and. ' .
‘to say with Jesus: “IT am not seekmg my own will but

.- for the priesthood, But the first prronty for seminaries '
.- today.is the, teaching of God’s word in all its purity-and o

] L Belozed brothers and sons in Chnst you have a' ;

Semmary llfe should also be characterwed by an -

the will of him who sent me.” Sound discipline in the

‘atmosphere of reeollectron which helps you prepare for

. a'life of continual conversion and generous service. In
. - particular it will-assist. you, as. I said in Philadelphia, “in = -
: ,rattfyrng day after day i your hearts the obedtenee

you owe tb Chrtst and his Churcb ».

“Rome,” he said, “is neither: accidental - nor ‘unim-.
portant. It is not pure coincidence ..

: ;semmary when it:is_properly exercised, creates that

Ten, years ago today, my beloved predeeessor Paul .
. VI visited- the North American College. On that oc- -
“-casion he spoke of the special value of preparing - for
" the’ priesthood. here in Rome. “Your being’ here i .

. Itiis something - |

:dehberately willed. for your spmtual formatton, for'

" your preparatron for a priestly ministry; for a’service,

- yet. to "coine, to the Church and. to your fellow-
crttzens '

_ If ‘you sometlmes wonder why the Amencan‘ -

-Bishops _have built and . mamtamed this :Collége in -
. Rome, or 'why the Catholic -faithful of the United
States for over a century Tidve given financial support-

“and have ' sacrifi ced of themselves to provrde -for you:

‘and many others the opportumty :to- prepare for the.. .
- ."priesthood in:Rome, the answer is found in the 'weords -

of Peter at" Caesarea Phrhppt it i linked. to the mystery

of Peter'’s _mission in" the universal Church! Heré in.
* Rome the umversahty and rich drversrty of the Church . .
.-are seen more clearly than -elsewhere; here the .
: apostohc tradmon of the Church asa living reality and - :
" not merely asa rehc of the past becomes a consctous o

Ve
e 2

" - special place in my thoughts and prayers, and I look to

" part of your: vrsron of tarth and here in, Rome you

" ehcounter thé. Suwelsor of Peter as he-endeavors to |

- show frdehty to Chnst by eonfirmmg all hts bretheren o
mthe fatth .

| would like: to:take thls oemsron to extend a special
greetmg to Cardinal Baum who has only. recently come
_to Rome to assuimie the weighty task of directing the
Sacred Congregatton for: Catholrc Edueatron Among

......

_"authentrc renewal of- semmary hfe in Rome and
: throughout the world. : g

_importance: In full accord with this-conviction of mine
are the following words-I wrote to the bishops of the,
Church in. my Holy Thursday Letter last year: “The;

L throughout thg, Church. will be the best proof of the|
- achievement of -the renewal to whrch the Councrl -
.- directed: theChurch” T .

!

- . you with confidence. I see your youth, your smeenty,
- your strength and your. desire to serve, I see your joy
_and your love for Christ and-his people. All this gives

me hope that the authentic renewal of the Church
begun by the second Vatreal Councrl wnlt m@d be

'brought to eompletlon ' . .

. Yes your lives- hold great promtse for the future of
the Church, for the future of the: evangellzatton of: the
“world, providéd that. you remain faithful, faithful to
. the word of God, faithful to the Eucharist, faithful to .
“prayer and study, faithful-to the Lord, who has begun
‘this good work i in-you. and who wrll carry it through to -

. loompletron . S

<. name, and let us proclaim by word and deed — today
- ,Lrvmg God
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| Northeast - Health - Center is!

~| clerical. :
1. areas.’ Please eall Jtm Hagen at-:
_;#482-4300 :
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Full Continurty bnes ot

indo Persian dessgns

6x9  8x10  9x12

Also avatable - New setection of Persian Rugs!
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. full reconstm%ttr; of- the - life of the seimimaries;-.

- Dear brothers and sons: Let us. together pralse hls»" - B
' andalways—thatJesusrstheChnsttheSonofthr o

'-Iookmg for volunteers to help in|- o
“and  medical/nursing] | -
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