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Once a'week Dr John Massaro dnves 30 mrles to. -

Pulaski, N.Y, a village near the.shores of Lake
: Ontano and: the foothills of the. Adiroridack . -y -

‘, _ mountains, He spends the day there practicing .

- 'dentrsts chair for 10-20 years. o AN

. ‘:.‘ N

- { until his death in 1947, Max. Perkins encoura

spired, sympathized, drank with, lent money to, and drd :

- | almiost anythlng else hrs authors requlred in order to
. ;produoe -

. - Dr..John won’t hurt them' too much; the hope of
_ relref through his treatment o

. ..from opressrve gurlt

dentistry, with many-of his-patients coming:long,
dlstances from rural homes to recerve oral care;

o e Forsome,therrvrsrt toDr Massarotsﬁlledmth‘- e
anxrety since the: mconvemenee involved in mak‘lng L

‘those lengthy Joumeys ‘has-kept them from. G
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Three factors, ﬁnally moved these tndlvrdu‘als to X i

a ‘,come for-help: the extreme pain intheir deteriorated

' teeth and - rnouths the assurance ffom others that

A parallel exists here between the person who has - "

‘who has gravely neglected hrs or. her spmtuat llfe

Both hurt ‘one from physrcal pam and the other

Both reach an. unbearable condmon whrch
overcomes their reluctance and leads them to seek

healmg, one from the, graceful hands of a dentrst and -

-the other from the' graoe-filled ‘words of a prrest _"’ o
Both look for healers wrth reputatrons of gen-- A

s

. - sériously neglected his-or, her teeth and the penitent o
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- Fr. josephM
-~ |Champlin:- ;-
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» ..tlenees, “ofie-who is called “Doctor,” the other -
known as “Father.” -

* " Both in a weakly: confident, deeply troubled way |

*-"hope this-trip to the dentist’s office or. the recon-
. ciliation .room: will remove therr ever present bur-l
... dems. - .-

The sacrament of penance is, first of all a’,
sacrament of forgiveness; reconciliation. and peace

for those in.darkness or alienated from God. Jéesus ~

- acts through this _experience now as he did earher in’

‘Palestine; “Christ not only extiortéd men to. . -

" repentence so that: they should abandon: their sifis

and turn wholeheartedly to the Lord, but he also
" welcomedsinners. and reconciled them wrth the .

- ';Father " (Rite of; Penance Artrcle 1)

In his late- teens Ralph kimualdo was warned by

.« a dentist, “Either. you:start-to take.care. of your teeth -

_or you wrl] ‘have 1 none by the - trme you are 35 ”

That advrce came a dozen years ago and Ralph

- Infdandwwhwwmehome Godhasalsooffered '

" ¢ Christ and to follow the voice of the Spmt more
L -attentrvely (Artrcle 7) Tt P

hemd those stern words In addrtron to hrs darly

- oral:hygiene, cvery six months Mr, leualdo visits| . “'-;_,

the dentist for a checkup, for what he eélls
“preventtve msuranoe ,

" The sacrament of penance, srmllarly, ls not only i
-for those-who have wandered far away from the .

thrs rutual to all for therr personal spmtual growth

i “Frequent and careful celebratron of this . N
.-sacrarhient is also-very useful as a. remedy for vemal )
- sins. This is not a mere. ritual repetrtron or

psychologml exercise, but a serious striving to.-

- perfect the grace of baptrsm so that, as we bear in

" our body the death-of Jesus Christ, hrs life may be

seen in us'ever: more clearly (Artrcle 7)

We walk away from those semr-annual visits: to“J'
the dentist with our teeth:cleaned and ‘minor fepa

' efforts. to_care for them

b The penitent, aftera confessron of vemal sins, | - -

" Jeaves the. sacrament in- roughly parallél fashion with -

. ‘these faults washed away in Christ’s Precious Blood' " .

" and weekemng ‘wounds opened up by those short- |
~ comings healed by:God’s grace. We also sense a-
renéwed determination to “conform more closely-to]

accomplished, determined we will exert even greate I D
o _ |

The Joke, now a httle shop-wom at our house was ,

It wasn’t true. There was only one out of the: four
'that I was really eager to peruse and last week, taking
‘advantage’ of a flu-ish-condition' and Himself’s absence TI.

L | Hinished the. nearly 600 pages of “Max Perkms Edrtor
.. Jof Gemus - SR

"The work of ‘A. Scott Berg, lt is.the story of the man

- who guided the likes of F. Scott Fitzgerald; Ernest -

Hemingway ng Lardner and Thomas Wolfe; 2 among

o ' ‘many others,to farhe although not&hnays fortune

Begmnmg inn 1914 when he ‘moved from adverttsmg
' manager at-Charles Scribners” Sons: Pubhshmg to edltor
n-

-

.’ that for Christmas I.gave my husband a prle of books .
- .that Ird been wantmg t0 read : )

(3kanutnseaS’art \th)rlr ._.—.'litrtibdt)t zrt l;rvuulg; ‘,r‘°s”t,

Sarah _
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It is not a book to skim. For one thrng there are too '

' many delightful anecdotes about the literary giants that

- would serve the’ would be raconteur for weeks: to come.

" book is riot.one Perkins taught, but comes from_

‘In addrtron, there are’ lessons aplenty for those- who
_-aspire: to write, found in the: many fotes and letters.
* Max sent to.the men and women whom. he nurtured .
-and prodded and whose works he- cut down to srze

Probably the most unportant lesson found in the

~ E

Clese looks at the legendary talents

~

" paranoid, unable-to form lasting relatronshrps Nor
. N.C., was-up in arms when he put the people in hlS E

- wrrte about the macho man,. took hrs own hfe in l96l i

Thelr personal hves were such as to glve gemus ‘a, bad-V ’

name ’ . e
1
Frtzgerald for example hved rn a constant state of -

. anxrety' — over lack-of money, mentally disturbed wife | -
. Zelda, abillity to keep producing and his own: ‘mortality] | -

. He worrled about. growmg old from the age of, late '
‘ twentles L R

Wolfe, who dred in his thrrtres ,was msecurc,
- could, he figure‘out why his hometown of Ashville, -
novels piecemeal wrthout drsgursmg them
Hemmgway, mamed four times, obvrously had

doubts about his own virilty, became enraged when it
was suggested this was behind his-need - t0.continually *

Sol much for legends
{
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"We were frmshmg our coffee in the mterstate

" restaurant when a.noisy. family of six entered: With. ~ .
- .much confusion -and jocularity, they found. chairs, - -

- - ordered, and checked each other’s order carefully to be’

sife- they had theéir-own. Then a remarkable thing
happened. Without any sign from their parents, they
‘became: silent; bowed their heads,.and ‘shared-a quiet -
‘and reverent-prayer. With the “Amen”, the famrly .

' retumed to ltS former norse level

~ But their thrrty-second pause for-God seemed to

- affect every table in the place. People fiad wrtnessed a

- family,-an - unembarrassed farth and-obvibusly a

- mtent and prayerful as hrs parents

- spiritual dimension, rfonlytheyknewhow

L :sptntualtty,lask,“Whoareyour mustard seed .

family’s faith — a faith that went out to eat with the -

-meaningful one, even tothe six year-old who was as -

Some families | preserve the’faith. Othersispread €IS

- really as simple as-that. A truly alive fami y?spm’tuahty
" can’t'be hidden because rtgoesbeyondr

‘10 others,
It gives others a model and witness to follow. Tt gives

. .them cncouragement to try-themselves. In spite of the.

seeiing disinterest in.non-praying families, there’s often -
adeephrddenwrshthatthey,too couldsharea S

‘When I 'go intod pansh t0. consult on' family e

=Y

_famrhes" Whtch ones can pray together"” And

‘reach that stage. The key is becoming natural and
comfortable enough wrth God that it doesn’t have to =

DevelomngFamﬁvSpmtuahtv o o o

- |Dolores
|Curran- -
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- | Talks With Parents w.
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- -everyone names‘the same families, Their lights aren’t .

. hidderi under a bushel or -patio. They’rewilling. to talk
- about their faith: operily, they are unashamed, and they ’
r _‘mclude everyone who's there in their prayers, If they =~ -

have a fault; it’s- that they- presume other fannhes are-.

hke themselves

Most famrltes have a long way to go before they

_become a planned occasion. It’s when the family

“-spontaneously turns from talking about the beauty of a

. " surrounding or the marvel of a-construction to; talking.
- of God. It's:when two chrldren talk- about Jesus : B
y_unselfconscrously

. vspmtualrty because it usually einanates: from. a selfish -
- base, le we pray so'we can get more for ourselves

.- developing a-sense of family. bondmg through God and '
- Christian works. The family that is having considerable

Sy ateachother butmlookmgoutward thermthe

. (i3 when chrldren “catch™ their parents in. prayer Tts ‘

when Dad does something generous for another and l

* ‘doesn’t say ‘anything but everyone notes‘it. It's whena .. - -,

teen. leaves.a note, “Everyone pray ‘hard for me third
hour-because L have a terrible test.” It’s when' Mom
goes out of her way to.be sure everyone inthe- -

e neighborhood or pew.is mcluded in whatever is gomg -
o Oll e . .

}sense of witnigss is. drfﬁcult fo deséribé to a. famrly -
that is always looking mwardly on itself. Such a famrly’ a

is part of what has come to be called the “mie.

_ generation.”™ How can we get ahead?, What ¢an we buv;. :

. next? How can we make use of others "

In 'such 4 family, i 1t discouraging to drscuss famrly "

Wrtneesmgto others goes hand m\halo with

" difficulty praying. together mrght check its’ concern for

" gthers. It may. know all its prayers and put thenvin the .

™ right order but it’s f tten; the wise meanifig behind -
St. Exupery’s words; “Love does not’ oonsxst in gazing -
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