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We Have Come to Serve
" - As the Sisters of St. J oseph
Celebrate a Past and Future of Hope
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By Stster Gnee Gtglro, SSJ
The Srsters of St JoSeph of Rochester are oelebratmg
therr 125th afniversary of rmmstry to the people of
God in New York State. S

- The pnmary commemoratlve event for the R

eongregatlon s 650 members was a Eucharistic Liturgy, ' )

concelebrated by Bishop Matthew H. Clark, at St
Mary s Church in Canandaigua-on Dec:. 9..

The Canandargua festrvrtres also featured: the hrstory
leadmg up to the first settlement in. a. house on- )

Saltonstall Street, on Dec, 8, 1854, in Canandaigua: To

%asers-by, perhaps, the- house is- of little significance. .

, he Sisters of St. Joseph, however, it'is.a landmark .’
LT the first eonvent of theu: eongregatlon in the state

. The hrstory of the early mhabltants of this l9th
- century -house goes back to the year 1650, when Father
-John Peter. MofedarlleBBho%Jerth -the: ba&provalfanm e
. couragemeit upas fou
- Congregation of the Ssters of St Joseph in Le Puy, a
. city near Lyons, France. That foundation was-the
begmmng of a movement that expeneneed phenomenal
. ‘growth in various places in France, -only to-be- stopped
‘by the French Revolution. At that time; all relig
. houses were closedand-the religious’ dlspersed
. returned totheir families; others, among ‘whom were -
elght Sisters of St. Joseph were guillotined.. . i‘ L

" After the revolution. at the réquest of the Ar— :
~“chbishop.of Lyons, Mother St. John Fontbonne ;left the
retirement of her-family to restore the-congregation in

-1807. By 1812, a eentral mothertiouse was established -
at Lyons wrth Mother St .lohn ‘as supenor general -

From this motherhouse, sswwwem senras

% » ._.h,

missioners tos Amenee at the request of Btshop Joseph
.Rosati of St. Louis, Mo. They began their work at_* -

“Carondolet, Mo., and it was from:ther¢: that four- srsters Ny

were sent to Canandargua, at'the i

uest of Bishop -
John Timon .of the Diocese of Buff;

y, under whose.
of Rochester

, ‘unsdlcuon was the: temtory later to be known as the

i Father Edmond O’Connor the pastor ‘had requested a
.. the sisters to}help him, minister 0. the needs:of the; -

~ -peoplein his ﬁensh ‘needs spiritusl, educational and-

sisters moved into the house next to

the oharch-on Saltonutall Street. They called their new - .

. home the COnvent of the lmmaculate Coneeptlon

S

The first mvestr,ture of the Srsters of St

':v'state took:place in St. Mary’s:Churctrin i857 One of
. the women: who reoerved the habit at that time was -

Margaret Leary ‘who:later, as Mothér

of Cornirig,’ ;
Stanislaus, became the first mother supenor ot‘ the Co)
" Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester. e

* When the Dloeese*of Rochester- was formed m 1868 N
. BlShOP Bernard McQuaid; the first.bishop; asked'the .- -

I - ‘sisters to break -away:from-the. mother'»eommumty.

- ‘Buffalo and-to’ establish.an independent-Rochester-

' .,dnoeesan community. Mother Stanisiaus-was named’

superior and 11 other sisters remamed in the new S

L
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’Ieommumty wrth her.

Brshop McQumd told the snsters that the test
need at that time was for.the.Catholic eduegu?n of

-;youth. ‘Fhe bishop-said that nieithcr ‘morney norlabor - -

* " shiould be. spared in prepamﬁ he sisters-for their work
: e

: ':'_:comrenees 10 the srsters,;brough ‘not
B '_Europe and from -Various’ plaees m Amenea,

the education.of- “himself § e‘giuve weekly. -
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