.- |many things which
;- |him:tecently when,

Talleyrand once told a fnend, “If you wrsh to be

.y agreeablem society, you must consent-to be taught = -
Iyou already know:” I thought of - .

heard of the negative reaction of -
parents to. their: cluldren S. rellgron teacher S assrgnment.

o
‘It seems she.asked the chtldren to draw a picture of

.. God. Easily dorie. She gathered a plethora of grand- -
*Ifatherly pictures- with beards, mterchangeable with’ therr -

. |pictures:of Jesis or Moses. Her real genius showed,

', . |though, when she assigned thechrldrens parents to - -

- tdraw God (not Jesus) as part. of their homework. There
- |followed a storm of -parent panic. Some parents drew

» Istick figures, others- clouds or |hands. One drew words

coming from. the ‘sun. Many failed to turn in theu"

. - |-on'in themidst of such stress.. They finally left their -

. [{ partnéss, but énly after extrleme pain and with-much
-} uncertainty, or wereabandoned by them, experiences -
- || filled wrth equal hurt and comparable fears' S

| homework.

Itwasa fine assrgnment ‘because |t forced adults g

| reflect on their image of God/— which is often un-

| derdeveloped, a leftover childhood image, and beeause

it engendered within the famrly a: drscussron of what -
- |God B lrke '

EachofusnwdsapersonalGod one thatspeaksto;

us and our needs, hopes and fears. We can’t just

o borrowsomeoneelse God,a!thoughtherearepeople ,

‘ t
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who rnsrst therr nnage of God is. the only authentlc onei :
" (Indian theologian-writer Vine Deloria- spoke cryptically

.- of this when he said .the-usual whrte ™an’s attitude
- toward Indian worshr;hmf God |s, “You worshrp your
way, and I’ll worshrp way '

) Some people have a God who is fatherly, mdulgent,
protective and. always forgiving. Some have one who is
r, keeping records of each of our .good and

~.evil actsegme have one who is a Judge austere, N
distant, and just. There are thousands of other i images

" of God, all: of ‘them developed: by individuals- building a.

personal relationship with God. Tevye the’ delrghtful
ather in “Fiddler on the-Roof,” had a unique
relatronshrp wrth God who was his fnend and boss

TR R e T

My God tends 10 be a covenant God We have

" Some famrlres try to develop a. fanuly God to whose :
corporate image each member must conform. It-won’t
work. Some childrén will never relate toa stem
Judgmg God Others need one.. '

«refimng their own image and relatronshrp with God

lrves

Q..'

- % thts week ‘take a famrly lenten session to ARt
. “draw od. Ask’ members 0 describe their God; offer -
"~ a sample conversation each might have with God, A
“ draw a sketch of God-with them alone. Talk ‘about the |
differences, in.imagery. It isn‘t a- silly ‘exercisé-but one' -
- that is basic'to devclopmg a sense of family spirituality
. _in'that it permits each.member toifind a personal Go
who is a composite-God shared by the family. And-it-
. starts them_on- the journey -toward developing and -

»

~

=3

" . which will mature along wrth them and permeate thieir -

- -agreements-between us, much too élaborate and- per- S
--sonal to go.into fere. But as*meamngful as my Godis | .
-+ 'to.me, I-can’t €xpect the: ‘other mernbers of my family . | -
_to relate to a covenant God. Each jhas to develop hrs'or -
her-own ‘relationship with God and we as parents have | - -
1 toencourage this if our chrldren are to be free of - our
‘~|magemhfe A R . _

1 .-

a'dozen years later, still trying

' -another partner

nature of Christian marriage and the evils of divorce™ °
[l can-lay anadded burden on thcsmgleparentandthe
d ,-remamed Catholrc On the other hand 2 sensmve

. 'Together for ere

. “The day after our marnage | knewrt was a ternble

The person -who made that statement is sttll marned

childish immaturity and ‘total irresponsibility, sti
hangtng on for a vanety of healthy and unhealthy

i like thrs drstraugh “and: unhappy

" This phenomenon in modern life plaow Church

11 leaders in-an awkward dtlemma We need to: proclarm
" 1]. the sacredness of ‘marriage, the unbreakable nature of

1 the nuptial‘bond, the sacrament of matrimony: and. its -
- sufficient graces. At the same time, however, preachers

and Ppriests must reach outtothose hurting, of! <
motionally damaged: individuals, who have: drvorced
and either live. alone or are begmmng agam wrth

I

Yet to stress. from the pulprt one aspect of thrs

1 complex srtuatton means to, compllcate the: other

hormly, for example on the permanent

to cope With'the- spouses >

ofourcountrythereareothers ;,' , N - ; B
There are also * .

perhaps even_more- who' stmply could not cope or. hang sermon on the pain of drvoroe and the possrbrlmes for
the future.may- weaken the determination of a married

. couple'to struggle through a temporanly diffienit .

" ‘marriage existed from the very ‘beginning. If that fact

e Fr. JosephM
- Champlm
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In contemporary socrety, the notron of a lrfe-long, o

faithful ‘commitment ‘to. ene person’of professron or

. company possesses much less power than it.did a. few -

" .décades ago.’ Consequently, ‘ministers of the Lord’s -
" Word ‘have a:
which; Jesus. taught his:listeners. Current scripture -

Lord mamtamed a;r absolute prohlbrnon of dworw

Those who spend hours of pastoral mrmstry wrth
people in complex marital situations recognize how
often Sserious, doubt exists- ‘whether a true Christian

can be establrshed with reasonable, moral certitude
- through a Church process; it means both-original * .
spouses have the freedom to enter a second mamage

T

-scholars are more and more in- agreement that desprte '
" the exceptions expressed in Matthew. 19:9 and 5:32 our:

.' Church pohcy on- marriage and drvorce ,s

© .. with.oné another lovingly. Make:every effort-to - Jﬂ :
- -preserve the unity-which has the Spirit as its-origin- d C
" peace. as its binding force. .

forgrvrng, just as God has forgtven you in Chnst

In such eases the Church does not break a nuptral ‘
3 ‘bond, it merely recognms -one never exrsted from the -
-start ,

',

. Fortunately, Catholrc Church procedures for these | -
. judgments in_ the United States are vastly improved, | -
| much swifter, apprOpnately careful.and yet not-ex- .
‘Y cessively burdensome. They have brought enormous -
| 'S &ntual peace "to-countless deJected or ahenated T

tholics in the past demde

2|

Whrle these general pnncrples are sunple o state .
therr understandmg and acceptance by the total .
Catholrc Church famrly is not so: easy

The matter s extreme complexrty and the issues

today a special patierice, ‘tolerance and gentleness -as

well4s suspension of - Judgrnents about thrs person, that |- .

L _ cou le or-those le. -
responsrbtlrty to repeat the 1deal P peop

our discussion. We might address them to. these in -
parishes-who feel ‘upset. by the seeming change of

~

- “Live a hfe worthy of the eallmg you have reoerve d,

with perfect humility, meekness, and- pattence bean

..get rid of all bitterness. |
~be kind to one another, compassronate and mutually

-

heavy ‘em otional overtones require of panshroners 1 4"

' The Bible:

-

Chotea A .
’ T B . Y

1 began six:
_ | reading it $traight:through. Genesrs Zipped by.
- . | Exodus almost. aseasy %ogmd

g ered in Numbers

“Tam readmg the Blble I tell a fnend, For thie first :

| time. 1t. tsanembarrassmg admission to make at my . C '
‘age. Not so much from ‘religious aspects: since only in ;-
toccnt ycars has readrng it: been stressedmuch L

: ,-!s

ther, thechagnn eomeqf the fact thatI

ho have wanted to be a wri

mtmths ago wi the grandrose plan of K

-since age eight have . AR
Ypﬂmd the rtchest of all ]rterary SOufces.

down wrth Levrtrcus .

An Old Sun Rrses Agam

e Sarah
T Chlld
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B

ges which se_em to.strike now wrth new clanty

i “and: prormse

Day after day I f ght Num[bers but my mmd

wanders

& ﬂrp ahead to EoclesrastesT read Esther Samuel

" | Ruth, Job in haphazard ordef. They charm, thill,. -
{ | inspire, amuse. I turn backt Numbers determmedly
" | 'and am stopped o O

shFumvely (although 1o one cafes but ‘me that l am S
3

of lt,ga. .alternate it with the[’only part.of the Bible -

.- | -previotisly familiar, the Gospels. In-the quiet of the - ; 7
LE mormngaftertheschoolbusesleave Isometrmes IR

I jump into Proverbs. Proverbs is my cup

BN H

. Christmas approaches and with- what I kriow to be ‘
euphonc zeal, 1 give: ‘Bibles as if they were bon bons,

1 debate-over giving my father one, His readmg has.
almost:exclusively been:the evening paper, Super-
" market manuals, seed’ cataloguas and the. Penn-

:ﬁlvama Fish and Garme | magazme He surpnses us' .

. He-is aghast at the killings thus far. “Thirty =
.. thousand ‘here, twenty- thousand there,, he says
“Why dld God allow 1t"" :

, . . ol : ":i . : .parts underlmed
weep over the beauty, the hope in certam famlhar
" . come across‘Hemingway’s title “The Sun Also Ries”

L Jerichg.

By the. end of January he is already up to ngs

= ] 1
t

I tell‘ him we both should join: study- groups.. . [~
) No I thmk I’m makmg it-mine, and’ rmmedrate y-|. ..
L realrze how presumptuous the- thought Six months.- 1

" of reading and I am.a paper tiger.

 I'finish. Numbers move-with relref to’ "
Deuteronomy ‘The:oldest daughter; now mired

- ~herself in Numbers, picks up my ] Bible and is aghas_t,‘,' ,
““You've desecrated it,” she says lookmg at all :'I W

—

Strll I have comie aTittle way I have for sta

- in Ecclesiastes, know .where Warren -Gamaliel

«Harding’s parents found his middle name; dxscove&ed.

* why the garderi plant Jacob’s:Ladder is called thus,
“-"and read- for myself how Joshua?‘ﬁt the. Battle

" But,even in this small accompltshment Tam

 aware of how-much'I have unwittingly missed in .\‘ .
this first partial reading. 1 make ariother grandiose | . - -
" -vow, I shall; like my husband’s grandfather Michele,:" . °-

‘ . read all the ‘way. through and ‘when I am finished

- “read it again and again. 1 think about that a little’ -
<" and amend the: VOW: I wrll 1 thmk probably sklp <

'Numbers

L

St Paul's: pleas to the Ephesrans are’ very pertment tof:




