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. as Jtis called, bu

*- ofa father,imn
~ this. hélp. This does not mean, of: course, that jn. this.

relanonshrp therg should not reign supreme the Criteria. -

The first feelmg in my: heart
for - you- is gratitude. -1 am -
‘B certain that each of you carries” .
out his own. tasks with a-sense
- of responsrbrlrty and- generous
. dedication, - endeavoring -

. tribution .- to ° the . "smooth ..
" operation of : the- wholé. com-
“plex, not. limited to.-buildings,
| but ‘above -all a social one,

{ the Vatmh

- Fam glad, -th erefore to take thts opportumty to ,'
- express. to all: my appreciation and to. say* “thank you
toeveryone R A

I would like the expreasron of, this feeling “of

A - gratrtude of mine to make you feel beétter the cordiality.
. “which. charactetzes my relauonshlp with you and

which. you certainly share: a relationship whrch IS not,
and cannot be llrlted to that of* employeremployee, :

d of help; with the sons.who grve him<

of justice and the regard due to the dignity of ttie work

"and ‘the persona1 ity of the worker, be hé a clerk or a

" . workman; criteria and regard whrch in fact, following:

" requirements, |

. thatof my deep
.. families, It is. a{sentiment I feel.for all those:in the -
'world who hve y therr own work and expertence the

" in the footsteps| of my nearest- great predecessors I
~intend to-assert more and more m prmcrples and~'

pracuce ;

-

-But -’it mea s that over and above these-

to testify to you.a second sermment
nd sincere solicitude for’ you and your

Thrs leads m
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. make ‘his own. active con- :

§ which goes. u_nder the name of o

- parénits with regard to the: future of yourcluldren
“You will not be- surpnsed, certamly, that the popef

rather, and:above all;:the relatronshrp‘ :

ishi to'be for y you — and as, such you: -
. certamly wish tq.see me and consider me — the. father
*. who, in addition to. what is rightly due to you wnshes,
to grve you his jfectton : :

L

J‘Go. . .to Chnst and be falthful '

to him. : .in the limpid con- -
s1stency of your actions.” - .-

* sdtisfactions of work but also its- dlff‘culttes, but it

'applles parucularly to_.you, 50 close tome. It is a
sentiment in which there enters, in the. first place,

- consideration- of the material problems of your"

_exrstenoe, which.it-is miy desire and intention to meet,
-'as far as it is possible for me to do so; and to the extent”

that the conditions of the ApostolrcSee perrmt inthe .-
© most surtable forms and ways

i

* the-concern — and sometimes the anguish = of you

®

- should-take advantage of this opportunity to exhort

you.to a renewed effort of consistency with. the

principles of faith-you profess; if-he- encourages you to

C et yourselves be won over more.and more: deeply by

- the joy. of*knowing that you are personally loved by

| “Christ. He becare-a little child, poor:and helpless, so

that no one wouild be afraid of him, but-would feel, on

the. contrary,” attracted to approach him with full

. confrdence and with' spontaneous love

" Go, you, too, to Christ and ‘e faithful to: him in the -
first place in the 1ntrmagy of .your personal feelings,
" --then in.the' courageous testrmony of your words, and

-finally — and this is what is most 1mportant —in the :

~_lrmp1d consistency of your actrons

and behave in-such a way that Christ will never have

_ to.be ashamed of you. Make. your childrenthrill with .-
: “énthusiasm at the nobility of the ideals that guide your
. existence. Make them realize with the honesty of”~ your

" morals, with the upnghtness of your conduct, with the

S charity to your neighbor and sensitivéness to the needs
“of ‘évery brother of ours, who a Christian is.and what a |

peaceful and just. socrety he is able to construct.
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I kriow these roblems, and I know, in partrcuhr B
P _ part of this generation of ours in the person of Christ

“and jn his ‘Gospel. There is, therefore, reason’ for .
~. ‘hoping- and for feeling bound to cooperate more
. gencrously in spreading the: hght which comes from
'Chnst “the Redecmer of man, the center of the‘ o

Dunng

Never be ashamed to say that you are Chnstrans .

' Christ

'sentnments I addrels you my‘ best’ is
ly, .,1980 has .not opened ‘urider: -

. helped by the proclamatton that Isa makes in‘ thati
*.same-text: to all those: who in faith; are part of the - Lo
.-people of God, the-new Jerusalem: “Arise, shing; for -~

-your i

ight has. come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen: upon you :

a,A

, Thefllght to whtch the Prophet refers, is. Chnst _
) Dunng these. - 20.. centuries of - history, whole -

> generations: have found. in this message,- eonstantly
“echioed by the Church, the answer that'satisfies their

quesuons .comforts their anxieties, - guides them and

" sustains them in -difficult moments.-Really “natiofis -
have come to hrshght'” Well, there are a good many

signs which: bear witness to a renewed interest on the

umverse and of hlStOl‘y
ln thls p.rspecttve 1 renew to you and to four dear -
ones, above all to your children, to whom: thought

- goes particularly in’ these days in which we.con-, < -
template in-the Crib, God. become a child, mylheartfelt

. wrshes f or rnner,seremty, welfare and peace

’h‘he lrght ta whrch the Prophet refers, is Chnst
‘these = 20 oentunee of .history, - -whole
generatnons have found in ‘this message, constantly

echoed. by the Church, ‘the answer that satisfies their
. qumtrons, comforts. their anxretres, guides them and’
sustams them in difficult momeénts.- Really “natioris .
have come to his light!” Well, there are a good many .
signs which bear withess to a renewed interest on the -
.part‘ of this generation _of ours in the person of Christ.” -
- and|in his Gospel.' There is, . therefore, reason for .
. hopmg and- for feelmg bound to cooperate. more
: __generously in spreading the light which comes from".
mer oft man, . ‘the. center - of the

“the Rede
umverse and of h ory

l
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For Lent "‘-;V

the Lenter sacraments.
o Tradrtxonally,

into Chnst 'We go-deep into -
"“"the chaotic waters of - Baptrsm
and. die with- him,’ -and ‘rise a

-Baptism’ arid P.nanCe are
"< longer “slaves- of* sin but

Lent -has children of God, heirs of ‘the

new- creation in him. This.
" makes us sharers in his. life, no -

News we have - recerved It

- that these values ;
become the motives for all the -
actions- of our ltves and so
take on the mission of Christ . why every father
asour own hfelong work. -

It-is in this baptrsmal
context that the’sacrament of -
Penance -is understood. How-
-faithful have wé been to the.-
‘Christ in whom we dwell, how

Thts free booklet tells i o e B

should make a will .
~even if he’s young

l

e
h

*  been ‘the penod “of intense
preparation-of those preparing
- for their Chnstranguatron at:
L -the Easter Vigil:Catéchumens
. | . (those preparing. for ‘baptism)
* took. this' timeé.as a kind of
retreat during which they.
- purified. their commitment. to. «

. Church'and grew more deeply
.in-a_knowledge of the’ faith
they would pro%'s at .their

initiation. Baptisity; then, was *,
. — and is — ‘the primary
reason.for Lent. Cos

As-the faithful member's"’of

* “the catechumens ' their final
_preparation for ptism',xthey
- realized' the*.

,  timeand effort in[the renewal
.. of " their . own| baptismal -
commrtment So

_broken with- t

. community through grave sin

. sought to’be reconciléd in this.

. Lenten period.as

- *be ready to celebrate in purity’

.- of .heart_the Easter Triduum..

. And so Penance, |with both a
-small and- a . .capital’ “P”,
. became the wa; in  which

: Chnstrans1 renewed the‘

- baptismal life within them.

; Penance eannot be _un-
derstood. apart from Bapusm_
Lentand. Bapnsrn -are not just.
for eateehumens - but. for us

'.an Janu
X Whatthens i

t"rst ofall, an incorpor tion

- become full members of the -

: the:Church worked to support -

“to spend
e who .had -
'Ee Church

vell, S0 as to .

2.1t ls

kingdom, members. of Christ's*"

body, the Church. :

. That’ mcorporatlon into .
Chrrst means that we belong
_to him, and belonging to him
-means-
- identity,” a . umque ldentlty
« That identity is' drawn from
the death and resurrection of

Christ’ which becomes _the -
power for our living and the‘
pattern agamst which: all the' .
~events and circumstances of-

our lives are’ understood In:
other words;, the death and
resurrecnon of Christ is the
source of enérgy. fof. Christian -
faith and Christian llvmg, and
it gives’ meaning and. value to.
the crazy jigsaw of our. lrves

* This. . identification ~ with’
Chnst means more: it means

that “our” valises-in life .are

those _of . the Gospel. If °
Baptism commits -us to a
Christian way of living; then it _

comimits us to living the way

- of the Gospel.. This style of
Gospel living is a way -of
hospitality, healing, mercy,

valuing- the dighnity. of .each -
human person arid all life,>the.

challénge of the_ holmess of

-God, humble "service of -

neighbor, reverence for
nature, - joyfulness.= - and
~_gra_titude

Taking. these values 10
_'heart ultimately means that
we_(ake as our responsibility
the proclamatxon of: the Good

“that -we have ‘an-

deeply have we lived in the
mystery . of _his death,’ and

resurrection; how much have

we kept- the Gospel iri view, -
how, responsible’ have.we, been _

in.” fulfilling our - Christian

«~mission? Unfortunately, the"

.answers to these questions.are
-not always positive. o

to terms with. our. wayward:

-ness, the ways .in which we -
4 ' detait

. reject our status as God's sons

and -daughters. ‘But - like.: the_'

prodrgal we find “that our

feeble’ retum is-met by the

merciful welcome of the Lord: ©

-We are renewed in the full life

-‘of Christ, being reconciled

with .God. Here is- the op-
portunity for us to move off-a~ .
. superficial’ living of the Christ- .
life and to plunge -deeply into
". the joy and challenge of God’s,

.mercy.- Here the work of our

" strength: and renewed energy.

‘Here we recommit. ourselvés -
to the: Gospel values _and the -

Chnsuan mrssron

Thats why Penance in any
-fofm -cannot be- hyrried- or -

casual. It takes'six weeks of
honest self-appraisal. to :root

out the seductions that rob us
of our baptismal i innocence. It .
is the job. of realigning our.

motwes wrth the values of the
Gospe T

e

and healthy! . - ,\: |

*. Sixteen’

.on page 3 show what your: helrs'

~ will. -Page- 5 discusses why you.
Penarice ‘helps us to- .come

“'young . or old; should neglect
--his will. .Maryknoll's booklet

conversion” to Christ finds -

pages, clearly wnttern .
and- colorfully _ illustrated, toll‘_
‘Wwhy ‘you should make your will -
-and ‘how to- go:about it. Charts -

can - lose. if you die without .a’

need a lawyer's’ ‘help in drawing
up your will. -Page 6 goes into- "
about how to start and.

what include. - father

wnll convmce you'

- Mail the coupon for
your free copy today!

Free B'ooklet on Wll

'rm Ma%lmoll Fatmu

BN 14214
- (716) 844:606

Dear Falthors- ..
Please send me your bookiet on maklng a will. l
) undorsund thoro is: no obhgatron
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