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In the crty of our Lor)d’s birth, Bethlehem West

“Bank, youngsters pre »ng for communion.an- =
- ticipate a special event one month or-so- pnor to that '

S customary.spring first Euchanst liturgy. -

Therr bishop in- Jerusalem wrll travel thie short

distance to Bethlehem, and in the Nativity basilica- - ‘

on Manger Square eonﬁrm the. first communicants. - .

- Such a procedure preserves the ancient’ order of
. our tnrtratron sacraments — baptrsm, confrrmatron,
Eucharrst N

Throughout ‘the. Umted States over the past .
.decade many-| Catholic rehgrous Jleaders have urged a
move in guite- the oppostte direction.. They argue-
confirmation shiould be-postponed until a more.
-. advanced age, perhaps:the- later: teens or even early

-twenties. Such a delay; in their judgment, would =~ f’;ﬁ K

" enable the candidates to prepare better, make a

~* stronger commitment to| Chirist as:part of the . .~
sacramental. experience-and receive the’ Holy Spmt in. .

: copfrrmatron wrth deepr T farth

: Because of that contrpversy the requtred age for- 5
. confrrmatron varies from diocesé. to diocese. These
dtfferent approaches cause a cértain ariiount of .- ,
confusion and difficulty| especially for those in- our r
mobile society-who shift locations every few years as

R A.therr ,tob or corporatron drctates

- This wrrter consrders the issue. unresolved .as yet .
and the debate still in progress, not ripe or. mature .
. enough for a.nation- w1d., deflmte decrslon on the tT
‘practtcal level ,
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- Iii. view of what he ]udges as sattsfactory and

e perhaps best a compromise type of- diocesan. polrcy in

- which’ a minimal age (usually seventh grade) is

- required for entrance into the formation or .

preparation, also demanded,- which: lasts for one or -
two years. The latter mcludes rntellectual and

. spiritual. tralmng, but\also regular service efforts on o _
- the candidates’ part, e.g., visiting the sick, helping a: -

neéighbor, working at- home “This combmed with

* confirmation.celebrated in the-context.of a Mass

seeks to preserve the main points of both the
Bethlehem and the Amencan approach

The genesns and rapid. expansron of- Chansmatrc
prayér groups with: their emphasis on being. bom ‘

. again orbaptized in the Holy Spirit has raised. -
.- "questions about ‘these expériences and their -
relatronshrp to bapttsm and conf' rmatton

CAt the font we are “bapttzed in water and. the .

. Spirit.” Dunng the rite.of confirmation, Pentecost
* becomes personal for us and the. Holy' Sprnt with

' those specral accompanymg glfts ﬂoods our hearts

The baptrsm in the Spmt events people descnbe g

" during personal testimonies normally. occur
- separately frori the sacraments-of baptism or
-confirmation. Consequently, some grow confused

wongdering if -this means: the Spirit was not truly

' reeerved or present in those sacramental rites.”

-

For that reason, many avord usmg the precrse

s phrase, “baptism in the Spirit,” referring instead to”

.an‘outpouring or release of the Holy Spirit;, an.

.. unleashing as it were of the graces, gifts and" Spmt
. already present. through the sacrament of bapttsm
- and Oonl” rrmatron :

The lone or two year preparatron programs for

e oonfirmatiton candtdates nwd to reach thetr heads
_ hearts, and hands

Reachmg the head means an mtellectual ap-
precratron of the sacrament. Monthly small-group
instruction:and. discussion .sessions in homes with
adults and perhaps even recently confirmed young.

- Feople as moderators: have proven to be very ef
ti : :

ve m ‘this task

Reachmg the heart means a spmtual apprecratton

be extremely productrve in fostenng that awareness,

Reacthtng the: hands means an apostohc ap-

of confirmation. An overmght retreat éxperience can .’ R

preciation of the sacrament' A journal recording the .

service . prolects of candidates helps focus their at-
tention:on the responsrb lrty for others which flows ‘

S from conlﬁrmatron

1 i e
1 _.‘ M -

E Vacauons Are: for Warm Weather

B “Wnte says my son. who is lookmg at 'my glum
* | face, about how kids. are pains- when it is. mrd :
winter- vacatron ' . - .

«

“[ mn A tell hifm. “[ wrote about that last year -

'“Nobody wrll remem er,’ h‘e says leamng back on

" the dining foom chair, t reatenmg both hlS and the -
‘ .charrs well bemg . RV L

N Stop, I say I have al eady ‘said- STOP DON’I‘
NO:and. ABSOLI.LTELY NOT a score of times to
each of the two younger chtldren on this: Wednesday
mormng A

. The oldest I have srmply ﬁxed with a. gunlet eye
T We had our spat: yesterday Relations are still-only .
partly amtclable And I am not ready to patch thmgs
- | -up’completely — at least not untrl l get through at
. the typewnter : , , . .

o "Sarah
‘Ch.t_ld |

Allin the Family.

“When thmgs are super cordial between-us I am

. treated toa conﬁdence every two minutes, besreged ' -
_.with questions in between the- oonfrdences and. o

: deluged. with requests (money,, rides, special- .
prrvrleges) lf there are: any other lapsee .

I had thought thts mrd-wmter vacation was gomg
to be different. They have been ice skating every: day

for a month sometlmes twrce a day Suddenly there -

“
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Cisd thaw and there is nothmg to do — or at least

nothing that does not requrre money, rrdes spectal
prrvrleges

At the moment I am short on eash gas and trme
and several self- unposed deadlrnes (plus one that i IS

- not): hang heavily:

S At the store earlrer thts mornmg l ran mto one of 1
. the teachers. He.is glum, too. I ask how hé is en:

‘joying his week off. He says, dtsgustedly, he has :
been ﬁxmg the plumbmg

o -

" He should be teachmg He is a first rate teacher

o My’chrldren should be in school learning. Vacatjoris, 3 _
- should be reserved: for June: Instead, the children: o
- will be talkmg tests in unbearably ‘hot classrooms !

. “looking, outside at shady green trees and inviting
" playgrounds, and wondéring what dumb adults

) dreamed up | thrs crazy schedule

e Developmg Farmly Sp:'"' ; ¢

Last week I talked labout the, need for-the (amrly
to examine its. spmtuahty, warts-and all, and to-talk

. about-how it can grow together during Lent. Thrs T

* week T'd like. you to. get together again to scruttmze
- that which: hanipers ypur family’s unique prayer
effectiveness. I have a
.- Impediments that I
- .and retreats. '

So pull. up a family}, hght a candle say a prayer

with famrlres at. workshops-

. together, and check the Impedlments agarnst your ~ .-
- family’s spirituality.. b

©7 1 Time Together Some famrlres report they mnt
pray together because they rarely see each-other. -

~.. . When.one is.home, another is at-basketball practice - *

" . or working: What times of the week can your family:
isolate to-pray togefTr" Not even half an hour oo
weekly . N ‘

~ . 2. Family. Calenda This is an adjunct of the first
- ‘but'goes beyond it. "l]'he family that is over-extended
... "with.each member ot’f in“his/her sphere of activities. .
- doesn’t'spend enough time together to really know”
one another, which is.a requisite for shared prayer-.
and spmtualrty in the home; Check the schedule and-
" the reasons behind an overloaded calendar. ls it to \
keep you:away “from| one’ another?

VRN A Spousal Indifference;: In some farmhes one:,

‘.. parent is the. proponeiit of family spmtuahty ‘while
. - the other is-thic-obstacle. Eventually, the enthusiastic -
- parent becomes 2, hly nag, a resentful martyr, or-a .

- ot

list of what I call the Ten . -

|Dolores . ..
|Curran -~

'Talks Wlth Pareﬁts ﬁ

non- partlcrpant also Talk about shared enthusrasm .

** and indifference. If just one person wants family
spmtuahty, then the subjeCt needs to-be drscussed as
-a famrly together ‘ ,

. 4, Medra Abdrcatron Some_homes. revolve around -

' the television’ schedule and when: families say, “We
have no-time,” they mean TV. coines first. Which is

"~ more important to your family’s future; a half hour ,
of shared prayer or “Mork and- Mmdy"” )

5 Absentee parentmg Is:Dad- always at work"

- Mom always on the phoné? Are you about-doing -

- the “important™ things in life, too busy tospenda . -
- few | quret moments with your youngsters" Why" ’

. 6.. lnterfarth Marnage If yours is an mterfatth

.. marriage and you are afraid to push prayer because .. - (V!
* it might rnfnnge upon the.rights and feelings of your .-~ sl
, spouse, ask hrm -of her lf together you can work out A

PR

- prevent the,

.. 8. Lack of Farth Many parents have no farth base
* " from which to start and the reason. they. want prayer

g

1
"

a famrly prayer program that is umquely yours
- Otherwise, your marriage prevents rather than

: generatesx spmtuahty 4 _—
7 Teen' NonCommunrcatton Your teenagers may‘ >

-

feel thay it isn’t cool to take part in a-family -

o spmtuahty effort and to avoid the showdown, you
- avoid réralder and ritbal jn your home. Address this = -
em to:design something with which they .

‘and-

are comfortable (like scripture. .and music sessrons)

:Or-Share pr tyer -without them,-but-don’t fet-it "
amtly from praymg together,

during, Lent is'so that the chtldren ‘will ‘continize to
practice the faith even if the parents have stopped
behevmg Thrs is futtle but common )

"9, Apostolrc Overkrll Somie parents try t00' hard
10 rnstrll a sense of sprrrtuahty in_their’ homes: and as

. result, nobody values it very much. Talk about -
this.-Is itan rmpedrment to real. prayer and faith -
' sharmg in your fam;ly" ', P

10 Embarrassment lts common to- f nd Catholrc |

hat are too: uncomfortable ‘and embarrassed .
: or even to discuss.God or religion

“this is a'reality in your:horme, address the' '

nly, askmg where did we get this ar- -
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