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X terhﬁom the addross glven by r
eneral audlenee in the o

A

et g pboan i g o, B

r"’ an_examihation‘of con- °

g s«:reneei before the Lord:

But if 1t mevrtably shows_
that umty, unfortunately, isnot
yet reached and" divergences. ' .
- remain’ among Christians; .- it
' also- indicates, ‘however; that.-

the Lord and: the Holy Spirit

- are present ‘and operative

among .Christians,” who prove

fo-be: more’and more attentive

Parttcularly m thrs week Catholics, Orthodox ‘and
" . Protestants' megt. to,
“ourselves before jhe

pression of the common wrll and. ‘the common ‘com-

mitment o eontmucl-, in obedlenoe of falth towards -

fullumty R o . T

\ [ |«

However the pursurt of umty, and especrally prayer '
all. of .us, because, as the Second-
» ted,: “The concern for iestoring_ .-
.. unity -involves: the whole Church, farthful and clergy -
~ alike. Itextends toeveryone, ‘according to the talentof .
- each.” For this reason, in my Apostohc Exhortationon: .
T catechesrs, according to the suggestrons made by the

" must be binding on

' - Vatican Council s A

1977, 1 thought it necessary. to

‘to the quesnon _of - .unity. -

Lo
'6

- accordm to therr capacrty and place m’ the Church in~

the movement towards umty

o . . i - . B &

_ Christ proclalms the commg of the ngdom and
. calls to|conversion;

. evil, from sin: “If it is by the finger of God that 1 cast
out demons then the kmgdom of God has come: upon
-you ” Christ cures and rehabilitates man he-dies - and

. rises ‘again,- because he came: “to give his life as a -

. ransom for many;” and he poufs upon his disciples the

pray . ogether This. placing “of -

: Lord ‘in this way. is already a..
:pposmve reply. to hrs appeal | for unity -and is the ex- -

* Spirit promised by the Father. In this way he.scts’ up a
o

fiIEW CO

. The division between Chrrstransrsan event contrary K
" to the requirements of the Kingdom of God, opposed ,
- to the |very - nature of the ‘Church’ whlch s the

begmmng and instrument -of this. Klngdomr Fur-
. witness and fo proclarm with greater credrbrhty the

,'thermore division ‘dims - the.” proclamation of the

witness lweaker “It damages that ‘Tost holy cause

"'preachmg of 'the Gospel toevery creatur_e the

B the fulness of the ngdom

“Repent, . for: the Kingdom of -

.. "heaven is at hand, ”\He sets free from the’ slavery of . -
- 'more of .communion.. of life, in mutual respect and
oo servrce of one another S : -

unity of those who have accepted his -
: ~lordshrp ‘The Church. He founded the Churchx unity
... in order|that she may be: a srgn and mstrumen of the .
: .'ngdo of God o - .

ngdom of God, it hinders its effiwcy, makmg its -

'ngdom are. net fully realrzed It Is precrsely ‘for this - :

reason that the Second Vatican COlll'lC('ll in dealing

" with the exercise-of eciimepism, spoke of{the necessity =~ .
~ of interior conversion, renewal of the mmd holinessof - -

“life, the necessrty of pubhc and pnvate prayer andof
the renewal of the Church as mcreased farthfulness 10

‘her own vocatron

These requlrements for the pursurt of; umty are the

"same .as- those mneeded for the’ Tealization—of the .

ngdonwof God: the Church in fact is on her way too

" But the ngdom .of God 1s estabhshed mr"the

* concrete: history .of -men. How ‘can we _pass over’in :

silence the fact-that in this-modern age of ours, human
nghts are violated? In -various OUNtries -terrorism is
growmg, ganxrety and fear aré increasing. [Well, it is also

in these .concrete situations that the coming of His

ngdom must be proclaimed, in order- t(;) change them -
_not only into places of peaceful coexistence, but even’

—

The ngdom of God St Paul’ wrogte o the ﬁrst'
Christians-of Rome, “is nghteousness and peace and
]oy in the Holy Spmt e L .

- We: who belleve in .lesus Chrrst in whom the
- Kingdom of God-is manifested, are. ml]ed to hecome
architects of reconcrhatron - pacification ! and
brotherhood among men. We are callet’i to be heralds
of the Kingdom of God. But precisely for .this reasoni-.
 there is felt more deeply the” urgent n ity of the're- -
.estabhshment of full umty among g?nans, whlch
will- make them able to ‘bear a, more and{more effective -

' commg of the ngdom :

Synod. of Bishops i ncﬁ
‘Stress the importay

of. ecumemcal formation. In-fact,

L catechesrs ‘camiot remain aloof- from this ecumenml

© dir mensron, smce all|the fatthful are called to share,‘ '

+ .among ‘Ch.r'i_stians,

o rconclhari Decree on: Ecumemsm afﬁrmed

t,,

“That fcome_s_from‘the. fact that _traoe-s of sin remain

_that

the requirernents of “the . |

The Idea Is
Across the

By Beth Snnnz

. Washington (RT) — No
" |matter how you frame. it, the ,
image - of Christian steward-
ship that emergesthesedaysrs
. |focused sharply on personal
eomrmtment S

From the evangellcals’
emphasis on being born’ agam
to a social gospel of Chnstlan
: responsibrhty to a world in’

- 'v need, church officials of cvery-

persuasron concur that| in- -
- |dividual levels of - .un-
. “|derstanding and response are
“|the . only. ingredients -|that
-|matter in-promoting Christian

' _'trmeandenergy

) “Donttrytorarsemoneym
~ |a- vacuum,’ Nordanl C.
|Murphy " cautions - member
;-denommatrons of |the
{National Councnl of -Chur- -

* |the NCC’s: .Commission ‘on
Stewardship, Murphy sard ‘he

-fof .an understandmg of- who
we are. in relatron to God as -

. |things. He “laid "the respon-
"r;snbrhtyonustomeetthe' 3
: »of aworld thatrshurturg

o Murphy pomted to the
* |héartrending needs - of | the .
-} Vietnamese, Cambodlans, and .
|Guatemalans of late that he
|said have generated
" . lgenerous res “especrally
-'|from those who' haveablbhcal
understandmg of humamty

~:]more spiritual angle| on
“Istewardship was expressed by

B aecountabrhty for money, -

ches. As executive director for. often “

finds the greatest’ response to. -
appeals for support arises ‘out

A" smnlarly personal, but"

Catchmg On
Country

‘finance and adrmmstanon for
the U.S. Cathalic Conference.

" “We ought to-be stressing the

biblical foundations of our
faith,” he-said. “We have lots
of programs, but too often, we
put the cart before the horse

A siiceessful initiative for-
tmprovmg stewardshrp among
Cathohcs might start. with
“giving- the "Bible "a central
" place in “the home, . with .
emphasxs on families readmg
it "and:- drscussmg ’
Stewardshlp begms wrth
“knowledge --of the- Bible;” .
Doyleremarked

By stewardshrp, "Doyle
imade it clear he meant more-

3 than: just monetary. con-

tributions from ' families. ‘t0°
local ‘parishes. Commitmens -
‘of time and effort — aswellas
chantable eontributlons to
.causes outsnde the church —
do -not have a. high
" priority in the budgets of
‘many farmhes .

But Doyle expressed op
timism that “a. “successfully
mtroduced stewardshrp

* '|the Creator and giver of all -campaign. could result in lots*
“of giving. We have'a lot to .

learn from the Protestants on
thlsfront ', S

Doyle mlght ﬁnd it. in:.
structive to-take a lesson from
the Protestants. .who
denomlnate themselves as
“evangehcal hd , recent
Gallup Poll conducted for. .
Chrtstxamty Today. found 46
pereent of evangelicals' tithe -
(“ ive one-tenth or more of «
‘therr income to the church or-
rellgrous causes”), while just 8
percent of nonevangelrcals

makesuch acommrtmeht RN

“Stewardslup is more than a

" -program. It ‘is part of the
’ _whole fabric of church hfe -
You can’t just take four weeks :
- out of - the 'year and_push -
, ‘stewardship,” accordmg to the
Rev. Edward J. Hales, pastor_

of -the Firs Baptrs_t Church in

' Wheaton, I l |

R

Formerly field services

.dn;ector for' the- “National
_Association - of Evangelicals
and head ' of -general -
“stewardship for the Southern -
.Baptrst Conventlon ‘Hales

w urchec have
approached stewardshxp as-a

program . of _raising “money

CInstead oﬂ -something - that.

flows out of a lifelong

- commitmer 1t to:Jesus Christ.-[-

don’t lmow hew any church

orgamzatron is: going to'make -

it unless rt}bases 1tself firmly
on the Scnpture

Hales e plamed that m'
practrce “-this

systematic . progression

.through mdwtdual books of
- the Bible. “]As you go through * Al
. the Bible,. you ‘naturally come -.
across passages that are tailor- . .
"made’

fpr preachtng
stewardslup

: “Its hard work,” Murphy.
_acknowledged ‘but-he said- the

.. process can Jbe-“the most
- -exciting-: thrng

|

volvement Llevels transcend
mere check -writing and. in-

" clude’ commrtments of trme :
-.and energy ; .

Murphy reports ‘a” very

“of which’. said they “didn’t

.“believe. in\|miracles but now.
they.do.” '1 he concept “works

better for small eongregattons

‘concept .
" emanates from the pulpit. In-
Chis - church 'he said-- his
preaching {is" based on a-

.that - can .
_happen,”. . especially “as” in- .

‘material “thmgs - -
“lifestyles — very much,” so
posmve Tesponse - from the. -
partrcrpaung churches, ‘many

._AS_

. than anythmg we ve tned, ‘
before,” hesard -

A Cathohc church m ) ._ \_

Fairfax - City, * Va., .

- ‘perimented- with encouragmg '

tithing- over ‘the courseof a

f
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decade. All-the “nickel and| | G s

dime”"

off the top as a 'spiritual
-commitment™ ‘was suggested,

‘according to “a- parishioner | - :,
who servéd on the -parih|- %
N councrl at the tune L N

Members were asl(ed -to

poor - mission pansh
Guatemala, -
penodrc reports about 1ts

L progress

Whlle

favored: . the new. system,

“some didi’t like it -because] - :
“they felt left out, They liked| -
“running; fundraising drives.”| -
About one third of the parish| -k . -

: took part m the program

Thrs emphasrs on tappmg

spmtual ‘résources as -a.basis
for giving reached’ .more
deeply not- -only .into - the
.pockets but also the lifestyles

“and. - priorities ‘'of "the chur-|
chgeers, which.is "an area|-
Hales  believes -needs to be :

, stressed more emphatrcally

: “Jesus

the. Chnstrans commitment |
should. ‘not .be - limited to.
monetary - . contrrbutlons

“Stewardslnp is. inseparably |- l:‘

‘Tinked : to. the- fabric of the

. fundraising ~ efforts| - ‘
"common to - many -parishes) -
were suspended, and “tithing] &

which . sent gy -

the panshroner .
reported that most ‘peolef .

talked about} .'
--about}-

Chrtstlan hfe,” he concluded

. [Erank -Dovi.. rdllet:tOt

i
e
L

Lo
B
5t

& 'shop the ""ﬂ“,‘,‘,g

- give - half :their tithe to -the| ~§ .
church and donate-the other|
half to.the charitable cause of |- -
their - choice. The .church|-
tithed its own. receipts to a_ E
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