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Ashes: 

Every year, when Ash 
•VVednesctey rolls around; the. 
Liturgy' Office receives 
many- inquiries about who 
can distribute and who 
shou Id-receive blessed ashes. 
Confusion arises because 
parishes Miave differing 
practices. 

Fortunately, the January 
1980 • "Newsletter" . of the 
I .S. Bishops Committee oh 
•the Liturgy conies, to oar 
help "in resolving- this 
confusion. It states clearly 
ihii'i the minister- "for 
i heblcssing. of ashes ' is • 
always a bishop or priest. 
But according to a response 
from the. Congregation .for 
Divine Worship (Jan..- 1975) 
other persons may assist the', 
bishop or priest in imposition 
of ashes at .the Ashr Wed-, 
nesday'Eucharist or. liturgy 
of the =word. Or lo the sick 
and shut-in. These others 

ririclud'e -: deacons. '• special 
ministers - of communion, 
pastoral assistantsvand other 
lay persons, when there is a 
true pastoral need, f-

It couldn't be any clearer 
about who can . distribute 
ashes.„. but there is. no 
guidance about who should 
receive them."Specifically. , 

' should infants and small 
children be presented for.the 
imposition ofashes? Maybe 
a look at why ashes are 
given will help us to see who 
should be receiving therio, ' 

. Our present, ceremony for 
.the distribution.-of asheŝ  is 
merely a relic of the solemn 
ceremony performed in,the 

early centuries of, the 
ChuCch for. public r3enitents-
(those who cornrriiujjdgrave,' 
public sins ; like, murder, 
apostasy, i adultery, -and so. 
on). The- bishop clothed the. 
penitents in sackcloth., 
sprinkled them with "ashes, 
expelled them .from the 
church. and-.; ex­
communicated them . from 

.trie eucharist.ic' tabfe-
sornetimes for a period -6f. 
several years. During this 
time the penitents performed 
works ', of prayer-, mor-
tificajiion and' fasting- in 
satisfaction for their sins; 
and were reconciled-wij.h the-

. -imposition of hands and a 
return to ('he-Eucharist';.' 

-"' During .the .Middle Ages. 
' penances "were softened and ; 
assigned, privately.; But ttte 
'faithful . throughout the 

. centuries . have voluntarily 
dedicated themselves to the 

. practice of penance' by 
• receiving-, ashes at the 

beginning of the Lenten 
season..- The acceptance of 
ashes was their declaration 
of intent that they would 

• spend the next six weeks in > 
interior, spiritual renewal 
through prayer; fasting and 
almsgiving. The ashes, were 

•and are a sign' of what our 
baptismal consecration with 
chrism had become through 

iour sin: dry, sterile, without' 
fire or life. , 

""'. Thus, the acceptance of 
ashes declares our intention 
to live a season of -healing 
and "growths a time "to 
revitalize our., .baptismal 
consecration. J t , is our 
summons to die With Christ 
so that we might live with 
him. It isahe challenge to 
whip the dry, cold ashes of 
our sinful life into the'bright,' 
warm fire 8f Holy Saturday, 
risen life. That is why the' 

imposition of ashes is more 
- happily made with the 

formula "Turn away from 
sin and be faithful to the. 
gospej,"- rather than the 
more' familiar "Remember, 
man, you are dust. . ." 

, th effect we say to one 
another 'Turn to'God and 
taste, his mercy." . Even 
though our sin has hurt the 
body of Christ which is the 
Church,- we undertake our. 
penance with the desire to 
heal the body of Christ. Arid, 
our penance is wrapped in 
confidence. The entrance 

. antiphon for Ash Wed­
nesday says it clearTy?"L0rd, 
you,are merciful to all, and 
hate nothing- you have 
created. You overlook the 
sins of your people and bring' 
them to re.pentert.ee. You are 
the" Lord* our God." The 
Lord desires that his mercy 
be with us, and so the fruit 
of dry, sterile ashes can be 
wonderfully rich! • . . 

„ All this describes why we 
distribute"ashes each year.. 
But the question still 
remains: who should present. 
themselves for ashes?-.'.' . 

If Ash Wednesday is a 
declaration - of intent to 

. renew the' life -of. baptism 
within us, then it is obvious 
tha't infants 4 and those 
children who have not yet 

• reached the age of first-
Penance, have no need for 
such an intention. Ashes are 
likewise not-for those who 
have no intention of taking 
advantage of the Lenten 
renewal: empty gestures are 
worse than no gestures at all. 

Ashes are only for those 
who wholeheartedly intend 
to turn from sin and become 
more fait hful to the gOspel. 

Business 
in Diocese 

Furnace Cleaning 
Special includes 

•Heat Exchanger 
d%- • • •' Blower Assembly 
V 9 * Burners ! 

• Smoke Pipe 
• Chimney Base 
•Check All 

Controls 
Thank You for Calling 

BRANDT 
AIR CONDITIONING 
237WINTONRb.fi. 

2M-4270 
•34 Hr.Emirgtncy S#/Wc»— 

DAVID WARNER 

David Warrjer of Warner-
Enterprises has been named_ 
news media information 
consultant, for the' Rochester 
Safety Council of the 
Chamber of Commerce. • •> 

Since April of. 1979,. 
Warner" has. been information 
consultant, tor the Safety 
Council's Deferrtne. Driving 
Course. ' ; : j 

A graduate of -the 
University of. Noire Dame 

•and a member of Holy Cross 
parish, Warner is a former 
sportswriter and copy editor 
f.Or the vpemocrat and 

Xhrontcle. • » 

our circle of 

..Surrounds you with 
insurance protection de­
signed fbr.your needs and 
your needs alone. 

We'll not only provide 
you with just the right • 
auto or home owners 
insurance coverage, but 
all your personal and 
business^needs.. 

JOHN CANEPA AGENCY 
insurance 

1434 TITUS AVE. 266-5225 

KV-2M1, . _ 1 
26" CONSOLE TELEVISION 
(measureddiagonally) 

Trinitron (one gun/one lens) Color System. 
Soft-touch 14-ptoshbuttorvExpress Tuning 
for instant channel selection1. 
Exclusive Velocity Modulation.scanning system 
for increased sharpness.: ••'.••• 
Econoquickenergy-saving..system. 
lumfspohder light sensing.system 

• Alpha Chassis for greater reliability. • '. 
Hand rubbed pecan wood cabinet. . r 

KV-1912 
19" TELEVISION 
(measured diagonally) . 

• Trinitron (one gun /one lens) Color System 
• Soft-touch'14-pushbutton Express Tuning ' 

fbr.instaht channel selection. 
• Automatic Fine Tuning. Automatic Color & Hue 
• Econoquick energy saving system.-
• Alpha Chassis for greater'reliability. 

Reg.$649 

RECORD THE OLYMPICS ON E etamax 

BETAMAX VIDEO RECORDER 
'•• Records from arty televisionlset for up to'3 
. hours with new L-750video cassette. 
• Records one TV show Vyh(leyou vyatcti 
: a n o t h e r . ' . ' • ' . " . . - • 
• Built-in LED clock/timer lets you.recprd a. 
< show while you're away from the set. 
• Will accept optional camera for recording 

home video tapes: . - . 

OPEN DAILY 10 AM TO 9 PM - SATURDAY 9AM-5PI 

WE'RE MORE 
THAN JUST AN 

APPLIANCE STORE 
3200 LAKE AVENUE 

663-5050 

CHARLOTTE 

re.pentert.ee
237WINTONRb.fi

