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By Sister Roberta Tierney, Director 
: Department or Education 

Freedom of choicfe to select a!n educational institution for' 
n has been-defended and lauded as one of the basic 

^ iris in ppr country. We believe in and support the 
preservation of the freedom forparents and young, people. 
However, there is (another freedorn' of.choice relate! to 

education 'and that is the freedom 
to teach in an.institution in which 
valuesjand faith can be shared. The. 
teaching pfofession is a vocaticn—. 
a response to the call to promote 
growth land development in o hers 
through knowledge, attitudes and 
understanding:. 

The dimension for a catechist -r -

a teacher of religion .-r> is jeven' 
deepei. The responsibility calls for 
a,witness to the Gospel message 
modeled by Christ and exemplified 

Vatican's .Declaration, oh 
by the action of the teacher. 
Christian Education tells us: 

The 

"But let teachers realize that to the-greatest p«ksible 
"extent they determine whether the Catholic education can 
bring.its goals and undertakings to fruition. They sliould, 
therefore, be trained with particular care so. that they, may 
be enriched with -both secular and/religious knowledge, 
appropriately certified; and may be equipped wi'th an 
educational ..skill which, reflects modern-day findings J . ." 

As we move info the second semester of this academic 
year, we are grateful |to the men and women who serVe as 
teachers and administrators in all of our programs of 

• Religious'.Education. |There are times whenj.the effects of 
their programs are difficult to measure and a period of 
"doldrums" dornjnates. We need-to draw strength and 
encouragement from j the words of St. rlPaul that tl lese is 

: need for the one who! sows to prepare for the-onevvlio-will 
reap! ,'" . -'/'•.. . .. *•.. • 

In the nekt fe\y months, as parents .select, the 
educational program |or their children, may quaitfî d men 
and wonjen answer the call to serve as cateehists,. teachers 
or administrators in trie programs in oUr diOcese: It is our 
responsibility, as persons who have received the Word, to 
.be ministers of the^ospel. A true ^Christian cannot be 
selfish by hoarding:the treasures received, but needs to 
show -his:her gifts to bring the Good.News to others.... 

Sending Low 
At St. Patricks in Seneca Falls a new one day 
modified Preschool Program will be added, March 
through June, for three year olds. Kindergarten . '' 
registration is the week of March 9 while Pre-sehool -
registration is the week of March 16. A^ove, pre­
schoolers Mary. Ann Howe, George Laughiin and 
Kellie Kromer along with their .teacher, Mrs. Deborah 
Jones, make hearts to celebrate Valentine's 'Day. 

Register During March ^ 
Corpus'-Christi school will be registering students for-the 

1980-81 school year during the month of Match. Individual 
appointments will,be made and interested parents can call" 
the school,.325-5850;, - » • • • -

Schools 
Register 
ForSOM 

The last weeks in February 
and the month of March will 
be recruitment time for the 
Rochester Diocesan Catholic 
schools.. Each school has its 
own formula - and ' timetable 
for registering youngsters, in-
the various: ed iicational 
programs, like, pre-schooler, 
and kindergarten, for the 
1980-81 school yean For 
information concerning dates, 
times, and locations, contact 
your parish, secondary 
school, or Office cf General 
Education; 328-3210. 

Pleasant Learning 
Fourth graders at St, Thpjrias 
library for. children who 

The schools in the Rochester 
specific steps over the past 
education. At the eementarV 
curriculum guides-for all major 
-are based on. New.; York 
developed in dialogue with 
years ago the educaVion system 
Project Upgrade. Trjis consisted 
subject area time allotments, 
schedules, improvement, of 
testing, initiation of serrje"ster 

. development of policies on 
acceptance • of students'" work 
programs to include opportunities 
old children. 
, Consequently, we have 

stcte 

V 
the 

More enjoy their learning center which is a mini-
h their work early.: • 

Gomniunity Faith 
The, students Ojf St> Philip Neri; School |>n Clifford 
Avenue gather to honor Our Blessed Mother. 

Diocese have taken 
few years tcj; assure quality 

level ..we- have• developed 
subject areas..These guides 

State • mandates and were 
education {personnel. Five 
of the diocese intitated 
in the development of 

eviev/pf classroom teaching 
develppmejit of classroom : 

examinations, and-
hbrriework and standa ds for 

We have expanded pur; 
for three and four year experienced a dramatic rise in the 
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READING 

standardized test stores in'the diocese over a fpur'yeaf 
period, diocese A formulated chart is the result of stanine 
scores taken from j the Stanford Achievement Tests. It in­
dicates the percentage of students.in each of thle sfanine 
groupings. In reading^ the national norm indicated that -23 
per cent of the'stud'ent's in.the nation will fa|t'in the! 1st, 2nd; 
and 3rd staii.ine,;whereas only 5 per cent of our stu^entSare 
in the below average stanine. In math, the normal percentage 
of .students that fa)l in. the-above average stanine lis 23 per 
cent, but. our test;results'indicate that 35 per ce)it of our 
students are-'in this stanine grouping. The significant 
•variation in percentages betweenjhe.national norrris arid the 
scores of the diocesan schools can be attributed to, the many 

itiated in the schools and the dedicated and programs 
competent personnel that 
education for our children.-

continue to provid 
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Concentration 
. Allan and Michael Crohfc are intense while they work 
on the Rosner.Program in kindergarten at S t 
Michael's in Pemi Van. » 


