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Father Dozia Wilson: 

By John Dash , 

Things are changing again. 
at St. Bridgets Church. The 
center of controversy in the 
late .1960s, the pioneering 

. establishment ,for diocesan; 
^ community "outreach* in the 

70s»is.now launched "on a 
'different-, s.tage* of growth," 
wdth the- appointment . "of 
Father iDozia-"Wilson, a man 
whose^himself as engaged in 

•' "pulling in and hohie alari-
nfiig. 

' Interviewed'last week," the 
: 34Jyear-old "administrator," 
o r the parish (a title used,, he 

- said,' because, although • he 
fully, intends to. .ac t , -as 
-'pastor," :he is not in-. 

• cardinated,. or.'• canonically 
affiliated with the diocese} 
plans- on tripling the Sunday 
congregations, on raising. 

. funds, to renovate the parish. 
plant, on strengthening the 

. parish ••' religious education; 
program and on emphasizing 

. the'.Sunday, liturgy as the 
center of parish activity.. 

.Arid- that's- only a part- of 
.Father Wilson's plans for the 
parish. ' . " 

in addition,, he wants to 
. establish programs for youth, 

programs to include soft ball," 
drama,. a. /drum and bugle 

• corps, music, and. programs'-
for men in-thecongregatidn. 

But most of all. he wants to 
tell the people who work for 
'the church, how important 
their services are. '• ; . 

,'i feel that it's important ' 
that people know that;"'-he/ 

' said.-"Some people have never'"" 
been." told that what they're 
doing. is- essential ' to. the 

operation.. I -feel. if people 
really knew and felt.that their 
roles were * essential; they 
would do them much-better." 

- He admitted that he may* 
. have already tread on some5 

toes with his philosophy. He 
•cited the " i n s t a n c e of 
dismissing all of his altar boys 
the first week he arrived; He 
said-that he set up a systenrin 
which;an altar server must 
spend from 10 to \2 weeks in 
preparation for a role a t the 
altar, at the end of which time! > 
he would be formally invested; 
in the position., Since, the 
inauguration of. the new 
program, "Kids have been 
responding like crazy.. You 
wouldn't believe it. They're 
banging on the doors to get 
in," he said:- ' 

Father-Wilson is also in­
sistent on developing the 
parish's religious education, 
program. Once a month, he 
said, he invites all the teachers 
for a meeting. He opens the 
meeting with a dinner he'has 
•prepared by himsejf. This is 
followed byj a light discussion 

..of the religious' education 
program, followed again by 
deeper • discussion 'of im-. 
proving the program in the 

.'future and ways to accomplish 
that. The meeting concluded 
with a i celebration of 
Eucharist, ;' ' 

He wants-the education in 
his. parish "right-back to the 
"basics," he said:." . 

On . the r e n o v a t i o n 
program,. Father Wilson,-
estimates t ha t . ; it wil] 
costS 135,000. He wants that 
money raised .in 'the com-> 
munity and by the cbjnmunity 
the parish serves. . ..* - •..';'. 

Liturgy Workshops 
WiyUnd _ st. Joseph's • Thursday, Feb. 28; both at Parish-- j-fs- sponsoring ;two 

liturgy workshops by Father 
Robert Kennedy, diocesan 
Liturgy JDepartment director. 
Tie first will be Thursday, 
Feb.' 14, , and .the second 

7:30.--p.m. ijci the school.. 
Geared for ushers, lectors and 
choir members, the programs 
are open ' to any interested" 
person. , . •;' ' •• '• 

'AROUND THE CLOCK MOVERS" 
— 24 HOUR SERVICE -
$26.00 per hour fdrhouSehbld 

imoving • except pianos at $42.00 
per hour. Fully Insured 

CALL ANYTIME 
254-73:30 458-0627 

FATHER WILSON 

"Things are continuing to 
happen here," the priest said, 

, andsthat fact will be a major 
incentive for fund-raising. 

. i n addition to his pastoral 
„ duties; in the diocese, ..Father 

Wilson,4s also-on staff at the 
Office of Black Ministries,. 
travels once' a month to 
Elmiria Prison ito: celebrate 
Mass, and is' working oh a 
religious education;,program 
for Attica State Prison. 

And in conclusion, Father 
Wilson wants-to reach, 
through • the broader com­
munity, "people who are. 
unaffiliated with parishes, 
Catholics.; There, are soriie 
very talented .people we. want 
to reach,*'he said. . 

V WILL YOU SHARE A CATHOLIC 
EDUCATION WITH A WORTHY CHILD? 

For o«ar M yaarx a iironf Calholic aclwor.'iyiMHn unrwl .chHdran In 
Rochester's cMtfaidty.iM<ahMaods, ••• , 

Bui than airen't «aty many Calholic schools led in cantral RochuWlhtsa days. 
Saint Monica's CataoHc EtanMntwy School, tocatstl oil ftockostor't soatfcwtst 

isM«. .MntticMMran Hirkii hi nalfhhofliootfs ranotof trm Uni city's i n k wM M 
War<all!tlMwaylo#owiitmnftockt*tar. 

Many children are -Irani genuinely poor families. Families plagued by 
sickness or sutler the dealhola parent, lor Sxamplt. 

Thase worthy cMMren and Iheir families find Ihemsehns In real poverty through 
solaullbllhalrown. ^ 

These parants desperately want their children to he educated in a Calholic 
. school, to h« exposed to high academic standards, a healthy sense 61 discipline; 

the values ot. patriotism and .good citizenship, and most ol ail to Christian 
teachings.- • . ._• 

"- i * . ' . . . * • • - • • • • 

| Saint Monicas has estaorisned a CATHOLIC EDUCATION FUND lo help pay the 
costs ql educating children who are needy and worthy. So many good people ha«e 
helped Bring Calholic education to Rochester's poor oyer the pas! tew years. 
Would you he wMlna loihelp? 

•Tour contribution, large or small, will help make it possible tor Saint Monica's to 
seree more deserving children next year. Toil can share a Cathode education with 
aworthchlWi. - * . . . : • ' . 

SisterMary Ellen Cragao. 
Saint Monica's School 
M l Genesee Street 
Rochester. NY. 1*611 
Pear Sister: 
I'd like to help. Enclosed is i 
:jo Saint Monica's CATHOLIC I 

contribution of'$_ 
EDUCATION FUND. 

(Your Name) , A 

(Address) " -

' (City and Zip). 
Clip and mail to the address, above. All gifts are tax 
deductible. 

Cardinal Mooney faculty enjoy a few, relaxing moments during the day seminar. 

School Informed About 
".;In. Newsweek, (Feb. 11),-
AiberuSolnit, director of the 
Yale Child Study Center in 
New 'Haven was-"quoted a s ­
saying. "Divorce js one.of the 
most serious and complex 
mental-health crises, facing the" 
children of the 80s." . 

The:- feature., Children, of. 
Divorce, went on ,to report 
that the problem is formidable • 
in numbers with, currently 12 
million children urider the age 
of 18 whose parents .are 
divorced. .-•'••:• 
[' It is, this phenomenon that 
was the focus of a Cardinal 
Mooney. High School* faculty 
in-service day, ' Feb, . 1 , 
sponsored by the Office of 
Family -Life . The program 
dealt with the psychological, 
religious-and legal aspects of 

divorceand their impact upon 
the ministry of education. The 
psychological, ramifications of 
separation and divorce upon 
children were, discussed in the 

. morning session by- Dr. Janet 
Fpy, Pastoral. Counseling 
Cente.r.- This was followed by 

. a ̂ pa'nel consisting of. parents 
b6th • with and without 
custody, of a . child.'.' who 
examined the relationship of 
school personnel to.the single-. 

* parent family. --.- . . . . 

The. afternoon's .segment 
was led by Attorney Thomas. 
Rohr who discussed divorce, 
and its legal impact on. 
families- and schools. He 
explained that (here; is| nO law 
that denies a non-custodial • 
parent a right to see his "or her 
child's report card, 'talk', to. the.. 

child" on ' school grounds, 
attend school functions 
concerning that child; unless 
their is .a specific court order 
against it, or . a signed 
statement from the custodial 
parent- directing school, 
authorities to do otherwise. In 
absence of - these two 
stipulations", Rohr- told, school 
officials they had to use" their, 
own discretion in granting 
such requests from non­
custodial parents. . 

". >• Closing out the days 
agenda was Sister. Kathleen" 
Kircher, SSJ, director of the 
Rochester Diocjcsan. Ministry 
to Separated, Divorced and -
Remarried Catholics. She 
examined the .Roman 
Catholic Church's, teachings 
about divorce and .remarriage. . 


