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' famlly hfe, whlch doesn’t inchide homosexual couples .
- -or unmarned people living: together 1 v :

e commonlyl used deflmtron by the so-called “pro

1 famrly -groups is that “a famlly consists of persons -
. Who are related by’ blood, marriage or ladoptron Jo
;Ann Gasper of - McLean Va.,.

who wrote: the
definition, said a: smgle woman. wrth several chtldren
could be considered a-family,” “but two unmarned
unrelated people are. not a famrly l

. Rornan Catliolic- and Natronal Councrl of Churches -

: (NCC) “officials testrfymg at heanngs generally sup~3
ported the White House conférence format which-was. .

- “open for discussions.on-all typps of farmltes They: also <

| " -agreed that the government had the responsibility to
g .help relieve . societal problems 'such| as poverty,

: unemployment inadequate health care’ and. mﬂatlon

e whlch erode famrly underpmnmgs

A spokesman for ‘the Cathohc

portant step.t toward lookmg at the famrly today

' ;, The Rev. G. erlram Sheek director of the. Offtce of

. Family- Ministries and. Human Sexuallty.fof the. NCC 4
said that -the governing board of - the NCC has
pressed’ the importance of ,supportmg a

. family units by nedrrectmg -needed serytces tn, such, a»
. way that famrly mtegrlty is preserved ‘and to fu’rther "

6

seriously consider that .

: Coordmatmg :

\Committee for the WHCF sald “we feel very positive
kS abeut the conference and are encouragtng Cathali¢s to:
" participate. We have alot of thmgs tosay about famlly ‘
life. We feel the! White: House Conference is an’ lm- -

the greatest single-harm o, -
chrldren is poverty T A i

Sheek sald a hopeful outcome of the Whlte House
, conference is 1o “incréase. awareness-of the impact: -of

" external economic-forces on. farhilies arid a debunking. . -

. of the myth that:ail famlly ‘malfunctions-are internal

- and jnterpersonalin origin.” Hesaid the NCC supports A
‘such.moves as guaranteed-ificome, equal opportunmes :

for people and fanuly allowanoes
Msgr Francrs 3 Lally, charrman of. the Cathohc-‘
.- White House. ‘Conference. should "concentrate ‘on.

correcttng pubhc policy that now undermines family
life. He said federal. pOllCleS and legislation should be

i vrewed fof its “family impact” and that the voices of

parents should be heard above those of specral mterest
81' OUDS S ‘“ :

Father Donald Conroy, USCC Famrly ere
representatrve testified that “families simply cannot
fulfill their proper role when their members lack jobs,

.income, food, housmg, health.care, or- edueanon and"

too frequently this is- the case in our socrety

Those opposmg mcreased government roles. m' ‘

famtly life hold that more. government programs- would
- lead to inicreased taxation and inflation, résulting: in
. more problems for families including forcing more
mothers to go out and work.: Phylhs Schlaffly, Jleader of

- Stop ERA, said, “Pro-life family groups den’t think the "

" federal govemment has the competence to deal with

the: famlly, it. aggravates problems rather than solves ,

them

The WCHF a campargn prormse of Presrdent.

- Carter, was originally scheduled for 1979. Personnel_ .

problems delayed that conference however

- values,
. prégnancy, effects of the mass. media, family-violence,
~ day care. “for: children. alcoholism,” health insurance, = |
. ‘morality’in American society today, and govemmentalf
'-_mfluenoes on peopleshves - / s

Some 2 000 offrclal delegates wrll attend the
natronal WHCF Aboutl OOOwrllbechosen from the

50 states and seven termones kén
populatron California will have tH¢ largest number,

135; followed by New York-with 123. Any interested - B

person may attendl the. conferences to obser\te

States have recerved general flexrble gurdelmes for

York; are working our their recommendatrons at. state

convention workshops. -(Rochester diocesans- are
- attendmg these state conferencesun Buffalo on F eb 2,- -
S and in lthacaonFeb 9) :
Coordmatmg Committee.. for .the WHCEF, said the . -

and poverty ‘on “family life. They spokeé of religious
_marriage: preparation, abortion, . .teenage

. \\—_—

Many vorced concem about morahty in socrety and
secular mfluences undermmmg famrly lrfe s

WCHF advrsory commtttee merﬁbers sard they were

'_».especrally 1mpressed by the repeated testimony ‘on the -
impact of the economy on families. One; Ronald Pitzer |-

" of the University of Minnesota, said- the most pressing. |

"CORCETR. appeared tobe’ the upward sprral in the cost of T
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People testrfymg at ‘the regronal hearmgs spoke oq ‘
. an enormous range .of topics and wewpomts related to™- ]
family life. Many expressed. coneern with the adverse "
effects of inflation, joblessness, racial- discrimination, -

. .developing recommendations - they will send. for . .
. WHCF ..consideration. ‘Some states; mcludmg New

~
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Commrttee melmber Harry Holhs said the tesnmony S

. emphasrzed the ‘diversity of structure of famiilies in - "

socrety, and the need of churches to rmmster to them ) .' ; . )

Presrdent Carter sald the mam purpose for the’_‘

" WHCF conference is “to_eXamine the. strengths of |
American families, “the difficulties they face,-and thé |
Ways in Wthh famlly hfe is. affected by pubhc polrcres ok

:Brother Francls Becomes Anchorlte :
He "will live in

Brother " Francns -of Our  survival.

| Preparmg )
~ Lent And
Easter

.v’..

put -a drscarded

'Chrtstmas tree or two is“to

away,"

The ornaments are barely ’
. catechumens

" joined .them in the renewal

for baptlsm at- the Easter'
V‘rgrl ‘the “tifne’ before _this
-celebration of__ the

- sacraments ‘of mmatron was. -

a period of: intense spiritual
purification so-asto be ready

* for. this great event in ‘their -
" lives. Those! already -bap-
tized were s0 moved by the.
witness ift faith” of the
that - they

© be corf’templated

" t B |
‘-,,‘l‘Illeqhts rn Lrturqy ‘m;sm o e Mm

By Fatber Robert J. Kennedy

its members .aprayer of the

. »Body of Chrrst ‘of comi:

* mitment, of repentance, and’

-~ aboye all, of -joyous praise

for ‘the wonderful works of

its ' parish- pronounced the vows .
- depths, " Thus, Lent and’
.- . Easter. are not pnmanly in
".the programs or. themes we .
.plan, butiin the-heart of the .

" Chureh, and the hearts of all -
: Francrscan Anchorite.

. chonte

geclusron in a_life of prayer;, - -
meditation:and contemplation - -
in -commuriion. with: God for .
the forgrveness iof -sin i the * ~ |
world, -the salvation “of .all-
people “and ‘for the
evangelization. of the world. .
. Father: T-homas Schmidt; - .

retreat.master at Notre Dame.® -
in - Canandargua Teceived:
‘Brothér. Franciy - declaratiort, )
as. an Ancho ite” durifig @

Lady of -Victory- §t Joseph N

“of a Cistércian of the “Strict
Observanoe and became what ~
is” believed to be the ﬁrst )
American Francrsmn outside .
‘the* provinces- :to}- bécoime d

- Under - the ‘rule “of. An
“he . abapdons the
world, avoids' hurnan contact
éxcept for priests, daily Mass,.

" ‘Jabor-leader

" . Belief ..

Heritage™ and will focus on -
e Afrtcan roots.of black- people S
T rehgtous beliefs-and-practices. .
S and phllosophlml attitudes.
- “tdwardld'e“” i e

L e

the|American lgbor -

| 'molsement, died in

hington on Jan.- 10, -

-~ He|was 85, Ina statement E
" Bishop. Thomas. C. Kelly,

secretary ‘of -the United"

" “States Catholic Con- -

“ference (USCC), noted of
Meany- “His service to -

- - the/nation reackied beyond
D tht:,llabor movement itself

positively touched

" “many sectors .of nanonal_

lifel”” Services for the.

re held at -

St. lMatthew Cathedral
ashingtol. .

| ‘Black Herrtage

Black - Cultural"_";
Henlage "Program -sponsored "
) Monroe Community:
. College and ~ the Marcus "
: Black <
* Solidarity +Committee . will

by/.
Garvey -Memorial -

conduct the sécond in its

series -of six community

conferences from 10 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., Friday, Jan. 25, at
the . Mt

Subject wrll be “Systems of
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SRR " - e found by tfic edge of the
- George Meany_,
.. Dead at 85

’ .Get‘prge Meany, the gruff
- cigar-smoking ploneer of -

: lllummed by ‘bright colol‘ed
- lights.

already well upon .us’-for -
. planmng the Lenten-Easter - "the.. whole’ ‘Church. As the

. “question
: theme be, this: year?’; Thls
. PWWPPOS% ‘that Lent is a,

- kmd -of :blank-to, be filled in~
-~ every year (The year of this -
or the-year of thap), with the . - “heast
: task becommg “MOre .
'weansome each time. Lent

.way of
-and commg to terms with
' our

“Vernon - Bapnst :

. g not explam Leht it explams
: -'_Church 3SIJoseph Ave. .

in - 'Black’ : Cultural -

road, anda lone house is still ]

But the time . is |

most rmportant for -thé

Church'inits. yearly, cycle of
-celebratrons
. should be.very carefully and -,
- thoughtfully’. done,
* reflections; ,rm ht be helpful

thé - planning ,

Some

Drop| the Lenten Slogan
Syndr ome'

Lent. with: the -
‘'What shall our .

1s not what we want it to be,

-,‘not a thmg to be’ studred

nastered, - taught ‘or
issected,| The heart'of Lent -
| not captured in .a. catchy

- pngle or phrase- llike’ 'a

MacDonald’s commgrcial. .

y ZheartI of Lent is: us, the -
nammg ourselves

1dentlty, mdrvrdually

and communally. "

US L g:-'@

42 Lent‘ls Bapnsm'lThatts :
_ why
_because lbaptlsm descnbes
'who we are.’ It is- the flesh-
‘and blood of Lent itself: Tie:

Lent .explains. us,"

season ongmated ‘because
teejrrrrr'lerrs

. ‘of baptismal promises at the -

‘~1-’r‘irt's'-f'reé booklet ‘teus' CoL T

Since thls season "is ‘the:

, It is a most .
gdlsturbm i} development to" -

- terms -with thelr challenge

¢ “allow them-to ‘speak to our. -
. candidates for baptism, the .-

. scrutinies-

We do - 'l

“. whole season! ‘It is not-.a-

renewal .at the’ Easter Vigil © ..

" _celebration. of ‘the
were*pr’epermg* e *central* and ‘overwhelnnng SRS RS RO

R S L P .

Easter Vigil ‘Lent téuches
" the w;hole .mystery of life: . h ¢ h
“the dying and. nising in w eyer r
Christ of each person and . - | )’ Y at €
.catechumens. are plunged-‘
- into|the water and rise from
it anointed with the spirit, so
-“the’ whole Church renews

and healthy'

words we- speak, the songs. ’
- awe sing, the prayers we raise,
what we feel and see and do:
-If Lent deals with the serious
busmess of Baptism, it is not
a program to attend, but_ a
"_prayer . to be prayed

can Iose

will.-

~ up your will”
- - detail

Therefore, we. must take fo . what
-the- - .scriptures
presented o us'and come to -

to. include. -

-his’ w,rll

‘and ‘comfort.: -'We  must Wl“ cconvince you'

- plunge’ ourselves mto the -
,rrtruals of the season and -

.- hearts; -the aceeptance . of .
ashes, - the . election: of

of - the
catechumens, " the: -recon- -~
ciling 1mposmon of hands )
. the -blessings ‘of fire - and:_} -
. water, the brealnng of bread..

4. Lentrsonlypartofthe

season all by: itself. It
preparee for baptism and its ©

_.and opens out ento the'wide- - . -

Easter .-

Trlduum thatiscontinuedin- - -7 . .. i
. Eastertime - so - that the - . ..~ -, 7 7 S

4

should make a wrll AT
A,_even if he’s young

on page 3- show what your hetrs .
if .you die without a”
Page ' 5 discusses why' you ~
need -a: Iawyer's help in drawmg R A
Page 6 -.goes_into-
about how to -start:.and
No. '
young or- oid, should neglect
Maryknoll s -booklet.

Mail the coupon lor »
‘yoir free copy today! N

L understa'nd -t_here

"'Aooness e~
-'curv - "

1tse|f*1n "its baptismal - : o 4 N
commitment in Christ. ,Stxteen pages clearly wntten~ T
. -and - colorfully illustrated, teil
o m:d}‘;;;c'far:e;;’::;”m‘:k:ss “why you ‘should- make your will |
spe(;la] demands “on the: and How to go about ’t Charts' ~a ,

father )

hY
Free Booklet on W_ills' ‘ ey
{7, The Maryknéll. Fathers <. -
- V71 Jewett Parkway T - N .
‘Buffalo, NY 142134 - St Yo~ -
© (716) 83456065 N S

D_ear-.F.a.the'_r.s::‘_ .
"-Plgase send me: your booklet on makmg a wlll l
|s no obhgatlon

»NAME S LR e

2P COPE .-

..... e e e : PR S

. God’s mercy and. power - close”;ties "and - in matters preparatory retreat -at ‘thel
: pertaining 1o healtll_ and _retreat house C L1
_ P ke
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