'~ ‘origin and destiny (Jer.

. For "a',

' The Drocesan Human Ltfe Program is desrgned to
“raise consciousngss of ‘the, sacrednss. of life at every
stage: ofldevelopment from conception until death. Itis .

* ™ i response-to the U,S. Bishops' Pastoral Plan on.Pro-

 Life Activities issued in 1975. The. Pastoral Plan.calied

~ for ‘a three-pronged effort in faeing the Jissues of -
. abortion, the elderly, ‘the handrcapped poverty, the :
) ...\death penalty, euthanasra etc o )

l EDUCATIONAL There is a need to raise the

- awareness in the Church that:all of these issue$ have as - ‘
. -,therr core questron the degree to which we value life
L itsglfy there is a. need to address’ this-central issife in

. such-a-way that we affirm life at every stage and do $0, .

- consrstently

s

2. PASTORAL _R‘es'pect_.‘for human life ‘must

% -
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Statement of Theologlcal Foundatlon

us the ‘extent to whlch wle h

Catholrc
. Christian, -the- un-
derstandrng _of. - the
- sacredness’ of -life comes
‘from his/her relatronshrp to
. God (Gen..'1:27:and Ps.

139) The' drgnrty of ‘ar
person lies not in'what one"
- will become or ‘do, but. rn,~

- life. Our dignity, from the .

3:16)." The. Incarnation- of

. beginning until the' end Jesus tells us -that Jife at

~ (Rom: 14:7-8), comies from .

- Creator  which. gives , life .
_infinite. - worth’
B 10 30): : __.}'-

" the fact that God is his/her .

T 5' This  fact; -
thrs ‘point-
- biological :information
becomes : relatrvely
“unimportant - in - tﬁlkmg
., about- the value of human

..becoming - human.’
--alone, ,
es -us_priceless.: I?rom-

-worth (Jn 1:1:4). In Jesus,- :
.God-has given-an absolute: ° us' the: value of human life

“even in the midst of our.

every stage has .dlgmty
Dignity doesn’t depend on’
what we .do, or on our
- capabilities. Thus, . the
. -human at conception, ‘the
: - unborn within the womb

.God’s ultrmate . the. - handicapped
revelatron of .this was Jesus mentally retarded,
+ For,
. becoming

our relationship ‘fo . our -

(Matt

the
Jesus' Christ

firmation- of -each persons e
‘The life of Jesus teaches

yesto the dignity and.vaiue -

of all human lrfe (Matt. - . greatest smfulm His’

_ eompassron --and
- forgiveness as’ "the - Good:
Shepherd weré unbounded.
- (Matt.. 18:10-14); always
mcludmg those who’ were
in any way unwanted or
2 outcasts (Matt. - 9:12- 13)..
~.His - life: manifested ' an -
unconditional . and - tofal -
“respect for every life (Jn.
.-10:14-16). His strongest
admonitions were directed
at the self-righteous (Matt:
18:33). Thus-we learn that
* -imprisonment should not

; ,::-.».Signal' the end of dignity -
.;and that capital punish--

" ment is thie epitoine of self: -

3 nghteousness We - "alsb
“-learn that the “unwanted -
cluld” ‘syndrome - is an
abommauon

- The death and
resurrectronoflesusteach

elderly, . all ‘these’ are seen -
‘ through God’s eyes as His
~“ human is. the infi nite af-.; Sons and Daughters
of view, -

'situations n

Vatrcan Council’s

.must commit ourselves —

ulumately be expressed in actton — respondmg to )
peoplke with- particular’ needs. Imtrally this program

focuses: on. . Support: and publicity - “for exrstmg_ B
. organizations; - primarily - those—which offér- posrtrvej

eounselmg and altemahves to abortion.

3 LEGISLATIVE The voice 6f the Church people '
- must be heard by those who hold office.- This. effort.

- -brings partlcular legislative- issues to the attention.of ..

parishes in order to urge response of the people to-their
' legrslators ) . _

‘The: 'program is f' nancrally supported solely by

4 proeeeds from .each fall's Respect Life Sunday. It is.

. coordmated by Frank and Sue Staropolr created by .

- the Hurnan Life Commission (chaired by Father-Jim -

Hewes) and staffed by Angeand Peg Tunano K

that. we be willing to lay =
-down our lives for one.

another. All people are -

‘called. to share. in thes.:
Kingdom, a_reality’ whrch h

" we as the. Body of Chrisg. -

‘MUt strive to create here.” :
.'on earth, a. reahty which . *

must eneompass the poor
and the oppressed. We are |

" toeffect a resurrection for

those. living’ m death-»

Ifthrs i the message ot"‘-'

Chnsts Incarnatron lrl‘e
death and - resurréction,

theri-we .as_the Body of ~~
Chnst must -continue His.
through ouir * -

message _
-actions (Matt. 5:16). We; a

the Church, are to oppose -

~‘'whatever “wounds,.
- weakens, - drshonors or -
_destroys the precious gift of
life (Second Vatican
Council’s Pastoral Con:-
stitution on the Church in.
 the Modern World No. 27,
51). We, the peopleofGod )
havé  as our. vocation to-
continue Christ’s “ministry
in the Service of life by,
protectmg, ‘healing - and
promoting human life in all
rtsfullness(.ln lO 10):

" Andsort is the purdose?
~of- this . committee ‘to ac--
tively affirm respect for life
as’ stated in* the Second
Pastoral'

fulfifled in a manner which

B .»Therefore
" 'moment of.its conception,

- abortion ¢
- are unspeakablc crrmes”
"(no-Sl) B

Weas 0 ath ,. Chrisuansareealledtovalue

. human bfe at all stages.. This includes- ,

recognizing andedﬁngforththerybdonof )
_elders. |

ConStimtion~" on the
‘Church in |the "Modern’
World‘ addreesed' to all
: -~ atever -

“For l(sod, the Lord of
life, has conferred on men
the: surpassmg ministry of
safeguarding -‘life — a
ministry which ‘must be

R WY SR
~ “Furthiermore, whatever
is opposed to life- lrtself
such as murder, genocide,

msults-
drgmty, such-as subhuman
livi ing condrtrons, arbrtrary
imprisonment, .. degradmg
_working - conditions...all
these things and others of -
their -like -are . mfamles
indeed. They porson
human socrety, but they do .
more. ‘harm: to ‘those. who
'pracnee them than " those
who suffer from-the i mjury .
Moreover,
suprenie _dishonor .to the
*Creator« (no a7)

is . worthy of ' man.
fiom ' the

life - must’ be:; guarded with

the, greatest( care, whrle-
mfantrcrde

IS
[

aboztlon euthanasia...wh- ‘
hltman '

they are ‘a -




