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By Relrgrous News Semce
R._lchard Ntxon

s When resrgned .from the
S " " presidency in 1974, many Americans cencluded that’
-+« ¢+ - lack  of moral resolve’ had been the major cause of
e ~the’ Watergatc scandal. They felt -that what ‘was -

: laclcmg m govemment were ‘leaders of rmpecmble
: . character Who were ‘dédicated -

' -to . the. best| mterects of the

. natron

.. I -u g‘

.

»®

I Although Presrdent Gerald
‘] Ford seemed- to many to fit -
that description, his pardoning "
.} of "Richard Nixon. ‘cost him :
1. valuable support .in -the 1976 =
- election. And ~ Democratic
presidential. * candidate Jimmy
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. JIMMY. CARTER

~' Report -} Carter’s professed commitment - GERALD paom) ) o RICHARD NlXON o
LA '.'-to the - ideals - of -evangelical N .
‘:Chrrstramty ‘struck  a - o A{wOfdms to Edgar "most government T eedrtonal affirmed that “t.he Christian farth as

unicated through tradition, . Scripture-and

. positi
R responsrve chord in: many -voters” who. felt that he d@Lrons involve a-judgment “based-on the facts as- ,
e - “would - bring a _spiritual whomomen&s to the you know them” rather than on moralrty B htstbry, is a proper foundation for approaching. all .
o Executlve Branch SRR _ AR ' . confemporary. secular issués,” but-he added that/“the
: - . Y Inhis o book, Religion at the Polls, church- Bible js not a.document that sefs. forth an m.*_
Con C © 7. Ustat analyst Albert J. Menendez -concluded that . .. - f tronal game plan
ST In one mcrdent in whrch the presrdents rehgron _ adherents of certain religions do not ‘necessarily tend dnr a. Chrictior
- camie. into fOcus -this year, it was as a target.of . ' to. ote a- eertam way when they are’ members of
.77, criticism. It involved-Carter’s witnessing of his. faith : _
a0 " to South: Korean President Park Chung Hee; a;
.. Buddhist, in June. Objections were based largely on -
"2 v - the.conténtion- that as a head of state, Carter was .
out: of -line in. discussing - his “faith- with another
govemment off' cial who was of a dlfferent relrgron

: --., oo o llS 2 )i - .
; v Three years: later pres‘dem Carter’s ratmgs in and| Bible-reading in public . schdols, -and govemment_'

i

get ‘elected or your prmcrples says Indtana State
‘Rep. Danie! E. Huff, a Christian Church (Disciples -
hnst) mmrster He holds that rt is unrealtstrc to’ -

_ for;thrs réason the Chnsttan polmcran must not get .

. toojfar ahead'of the prevarlmg public attitude.” e
: | ¢ “consensts” seems to° be that a- “Chnstran‘. o

politician™ will'not always take predrctable stands on
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national polls have" ‘sunk’ below those of President _ ald o church-related schools” N v S m& and may " frequently. find' it necessary fo .
- Nixon at the height of Watergate..Thé polls indicate - ~ " compromtise in" ordcr to have any ohance at gcttmg
. . a prevalent feeling that Carter is a well-meaning but™ oman CathOhCS active in the. pl‘Ollfe movement legr latron passed 2
y " ineffectual leader. While-his successful role in leading . have often discovered to' their dismay that ce-: , v
. to the. historic. treaty between Israel and. Egypt 'was , - religionists will-not always vote: the way they want ’ Axg 1588 chFmID AVE, o
credited in part to his religious faith — and that.of - them to upon being elected. Rep. Robert F. Drinan. _ “ORNER o Govdonan’ L
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the leaders’ of - the ‘two ‘Middle East. natioris — his- - .(D-Mass.), a Jesuit. priest, has frequently been at- -
.. supporters-have-not been. emphasrzmg his evangelml tacked by pro-lifers for failing: to. oppose legislation g
farth recemly S . , . -that| would extend Medicaid. coverage to poor . |! _
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-f “bent. For office-holders, “the .dilemma is how to
. balance therr strongest religious_ principles agamst the
needed to.get legrslatron passed ‘i in some-’

A

. In 19_6 veteran Whrte House reporter Forrest

‘..?"Boyd analyzed. the question, “Do-we really. want.a.

~saint in the White House?”.in an article in Moody :

' Monthly magazine, publlshed by the Moody Brble
Instrtute of Chrmgo - :

B dont beheve a samt would compromlse basic
.prrncrples but there are trmes when if's hard to tell

"+ ‘which .principles should be defended. to the .bitter

“end,” Boyd wrote: “At- times. ‘the question is between

: oompromlsmg a little bit to aecqmplrsh something; ior -

. refusing fto’ beflexible and accomphshmg nothmg
“The -problem is knowing what -to comprormseb hdw
much to compromise, and whether ‘the goal ‘to be

. reached rs worth the- compromrse BRI i

' Steven V Monsma, a Mrchrgan leglslator, Cites
- the need for compromlse in" political -action w1th an.
.- illustration from ~the ~ Vietnam :War era. He
. remembers. the-.deadlock in 1973 when Congress
' warited' to'end -all bombing’ in Cambodia and: the ..
. Nixon Administration wanted' no' limitations on-the-
bombing. The -outcome was. that Congress voted’ a’

= eutoff, but gave a- 47day deadline, .enabling. the -

‘ Abombmg of Cambodra 10 contmue untrl Aug 15
. 1973 . : t

-

would solve all our: : problems,:without bemg suf _

- fi crently aware of other nght-to—bf, rssues

laryland State Senator 1. .loseph Curran, Jr a .
- Catholrc also Wwas criticized by pro-lifers last year for

- voting for publlcly financed abortions.
belr ve.'in- abortion, but I.can see that govemment :

“l don’t

0 address all the people he explams

hat I do in the leglslature “I'do as a publrc'

. “pérson. How™I feel as.a Catholi¢ is going:‘to be a
: ,majer between me, my church and God - -

__' ne promment leglslator who! feels"hrs /Christian
faith' has. definite “implications -for "his- positions .on

national issues is Sen. Mark'O. Hatfield (ROre) On
* matters ranging from world hunger to the SALT I1: - [§ :
. treaty, e has related hi§ views to what he feels are” -

, the mperatlves of the Gospel o )

s [ have come to the conviction that the Gospel of '
Ch t calls believers to a whole set of commitments, - -
"~ vall cs and. life" style, molded by an uriconditioned '
' compassion, whrgh would inevitably. have "an. in-
. ﬂuence on. the decisions.made by ‘a’ politician who - - |

' nofi only professed such a farth but hved rt ™ he has o
. 8ai

" E pressmg hls dJsrllusrorimcnt with SALT lI on
. the ground that it. does not go. far enough in

red cmg armaments, Sén. Hatfield has declared that
“the; more armaments. you, . burl which; separate'-

. people, threaten people arid cause fear, both at home

‘“? A old lche decares tha politc is the arof the - Fathgr:Drinan, in turh, has. been fical of the 2:::;3"::.3:;*’:.t:aa*‘zsaa'!zt:z:resa ipen sl
: . ,possrble This-is as true for -politicians with ‘strong - PTC* ife movement,” chargmg th?_t it “has become‘ Decdrator cakes. butter cream frostings. half Sheet $800. fuli
* religious commitments as for those of a-more secular = - politicized - over this. one_issu¢ abortion) " as. if ‘it " -L shest$14
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/15,000 CUSTOMERS CAN‘T BE WRONG!

- THUUGHTS TO0 GONSIDER ‘
' “We Are Here To Help”

A
EDWIN SULEWSKI
FUNERAL DIREGTOR

B Fu eral directors -have often’ been characterized as
.individuals. so dccustomed to death that they have lost

. special.needs when you have lost a loved one, we must |

-
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th}lr sensitivity to grief. But in truth; as we see to your

be (both compassronate and deeply understandtng of
.your needs and feelmgs Ce oy

Un ike many well- -meaning- fnends and relatlves. our -
-years ‘of. experience ‘have taught' us. to translate your
wishes into a meaningful and lasting memoriat for your
loved one, We carefully make ail the arrangements at a :
trme when you, yourself may be mentally and physrcally . <)
unabletot ; e

As uneral dlrectors, we are here to assnst you We, too, '
e, expenenced the death of lpved ories. Because we "

“Is riot the blood of hundreds of innocent vrctlms

™. killed "during these 47- days on the hands of those -
~ _ who agreed to this, compromrse"” the legrslator asks. .
.. I think not. The foregs-of: evil (if I may- be’ allowed :
_* 40. oversimplify, : for ‘purposes of . illustration, an: oppasite endsof. the spectrum on paticular issues,”
* admittedly - complex _situation) were committéd: to and|some observers question’ whetheér the .Bible can

indefinite- bombmg, -and’ insisting on ending it now - be made:-to apply to: specrt“ ic pohtrcal problems today
with’ no compromise would- ‘have led” to rndefrmte g ‘T
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’ and]throughout the. world, ‘the more JYou: deny the
Chnstlan commrssron of reconcrlratron

A B I A ] .

overnment often find themselves at~

0 St. Paul St. N2 mo

N contmuatron of the bombmg IR .- '. I a 1977 edltonal m e. Chnstlan Century "_' haJh we aredb'eétler able ttoh (trrr‘lderslt'and yr?ur needs; and
-Magazine," editor .James ¥ Wall commented that ~ wishes — and help you with them: If you have questions
Rep. Robert Edgar-(D-Pa), a United Methodist “thie] use ‘of “religious validations to settle secular” :2‘,?.‘:},,‘;“' services, e would.be glad to answer them at
.~ minister whio is serving his third term in Congress,  conflicts is a misuse of religion and  disservice <0 W |~ - S B =
salr“ys m(t)st of ;hehbrlls he \votes (;n dohnot hmvolve ~-politics. Ouis -is ‘a multireligious' world; filled with a B - G
! _-clearcut -moral choices. “Very often -the choice s nch variety: of . tnbal, institutional, and ‘national . <
~ -between two wrongs or two-rights,” he comments. - SGHAUMAN F“"EHAI. 7

liefs, - all: yeammg toward an understandmg of
ltlmacy L . : _ : .

_-,«».--

g f‘Nrnetyerght percent of the nme there rs no- ‘God



would.be

