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Scientists Find
It’s Authentic

By Richard C. Déjardin

Woonsocket, R.I. (RNS)— A scientist who led the
team-which went to Italy last year to investigate the
Shroud~of Turin, the legendary burial cloth-of Jesus,
says that all the-evidence amassed thus far indicates

that the shroud is authentic.

~ And there is mounting circumstantial evidence, he
said, that the image on the cloth is that of Christ and
was “projected” on the cloth, perhaps by a burst of
radiation emanating from all parts of the body in a one
five hundredth of a second flash.

“We all thought that we’d find it was a forgery and
would be packing up our bags in a half hour,” Thomas
D'Mubhala told an audience at a breakfast meeting here
of the Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship.

“Instead, all of us who were there, at least all those |
talked to, are convinced that burden of proof has
shifted. The burden is now on the skeptic.”

D’Muhala, president of Nuclear Technologies Corp.

1 of Amston, Conn., and one of the five directors of the

Shroud of Turin Research Project, said he and each of
the 40 scientists have first claim on releasing the results
of their own experiments in scientific journals.

Thus, he said, until those results are published,
project members are bound to confidentiality even

though some of the project’s major and most startlmg
finds are yet to be made public.

The Holy Shroud, a yellowed strip of linen
measuring 14 feet long and 3 feet, 7 inches wide, has

_been the object of veneration as the burial cloth of

Christ since the 1350s when it.surfaced in France. It is

now kept in a silver casket in a chapel in the city of
Turin in northwestern Italy. i

While there have been recurring claims that the
cloth is a cruel hoax and a forgery, the first major and
extensive effort to authenticate the shroud did not take
place until last year when scientists were given
clearance to examine it for six days, begmmng Oct. 8,
1978

That clearance grew out of a request by a group of
scientists who attended what was then called the first
American Conference on Research of the Shroud of
Turin in 1977, a conference organized by Dr. John P.
Jackson and Dr Eric J. Jumper, both physicists at thc
uU.Ss. Air Force Academy.

D’Muhala, who is also consultant to more than 50
corporations and research laboratories and an
authority on nuclear decontamination, said the
scientists had to plan thoroughly for the project since
they were required to squeeze “30 days of tests” into
the time period.

The scientists included representatives of the U.S.
Army, Navy and Air Force, the Canadian govern-
ment, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration as well as the Los Alamos scientific
laboratory and other private companies. The team
included “born again™ Christians, such as D’Muhala,
atheists, agnostics, Protestants, Catholics and Jews.

_Experimentation was broken down into four
categories: X-ray fluorescence, to estimate quan-
titatively the elemental content of the shroud at
yadbus places by excitation of characteristic X-rays; a
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The cloth also depicted deep wounds around the
head, possibly not merely from a crown of thorns, but
from a “cap” of thorns that produced wounds deep in
the head. £
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Most baffling is the in ige of the man on the cloth, a
seemingly exact reverse negative of a crucified man.
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How was the imagé Gieated?

D’Muhala says that none of the experiments thus

. far have shown evidence that the image was “painted”
on. While some past thebries have suggested that the

- image was brought about by the body, anointed with
oils ‘and spices, being p against the cloth, he says
thus far he is not awar, »§f any traces of spices on the
cloth. ’
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hat the image was created
ergy from the body, which
process.

Another theory is
somehow by a burst o
“scorched” the cloth ing g
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All scientific evide : & seems to point in that

dlrectlon ‘he said. &

Usmg computer technology, the scientisis
discovered they could créate a three-dimensional image -
of the picture on the cloth. Based on a law of physics
that radiation diminishes rapidly as it leaves its source
at the rate of the square of the distance, the team was
able to const}ruct a statue which was amazingly lifelike. |

“The same techniques just wouldn’t work with an .
average photograph,” D’Muhala said.

And what does he make of it all? D’Mubhala said the
evidence seems to support the scripture story in every
detail, and that the radiation burst, if proven, could
very well be connected- to the story of the, Resurrec-
tion.
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The end of each year . . . and the beginning of the next . . .
is always an occasion for-both refiection and celebration.
We look back on a year filied with the ups and downs of
our everyday life. Perhaps it has been a year which
represented a great deal of growth for us . . . in our career,
our personal relationships or in our own feelmgs for life
‘and living. Or, it may have-been a difficult time — sad-
dened with |Ilness or the death of a loved one.

“Everyone of the scientists 1 have talked to believes
the cloth is authentic. Some say, maybe this is a love
letter, a tool he left behind for the analytical mind.” °

As a result of the siudies, he said, one Jewish
participant on the team qonvertcd to Christianity.
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. The coming of the new year gives each of us the op-
portunity to mave on from the last — and look forward to a
new beginning. Our thoughts on the past year should be
used as guides to help us evaluate what we want to find in
the year ahead — and as we look forward to the fregh, new
time béfore us, we can clear our minds of that which is
- now past.

We invite you to join with us in celebratmg the New Year
- — and. acceptmg the challenge it offers each of us. A

-good year is ‘built from living life to its fullest — every

single day, and that is perhaps the best New Years
. resolution any of us can make.
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