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Spirituality
Of The
Preface

By David E. Nowak
Preface for Christmas 1

In the wonder of the
incarnation .
Your Eternal Word has
brought to the eyes of faith
a new radiant vision of your .
glory. ‘ !
In him we see our God
made visible .
and so are caught up in
love ’
of the God we cannot see.
Most of us are suspicious
of anyone claiming to have
had a vision. Immediately
we try to find some rational
cxplanation. Surely, it is
nothing more than an
hallucination caused by
psychological stress or a

poor diet. We want to write

symptom of an unfortunate
condition. And we hope
someone discovers a cure

before it spreads.

. Yet, this is just what we
Christians claim, During this.
season of light, we proclaim
to the world that we are a
people of vision. And we
want everyone to join us in
our revelry.

QOur “vision,” proclaimed
in the Preface for Christmas,
is not an illusory flight from
everyday reality. The
Christian vision we call thé
“wonder of the incarnation”
cannot be blamed on the

it off as an uncontrollable

Ingights in Liturgy

length of Rochester Wintegs,
or an overdose of Christmas
cheer. Qur “vision” is not 2
way out of our lives. It is a
way back, a way of seeing
the truth of our lives.

The Christmas vision is
not an escape into the past,
sentimentality, or the dream
of a life untested by real
needs. Our vision is the hope
of being “brought” close to
what is real. It is the promise
of the invisible meaning of
our life “made visible.”

_ The birth of the Messiah
is @ “vision™ in the sense of a
new and sharper perception.
The “Word made flesh” is a
new outlook, a new way of
entering more deeply into
the texture of the world. -

The birth of Jesus reveals
our potential for being
reborn: from a mere ob-
server hovering above life, to
the real knowledge of being
plunged into the world. This
is a “vision” which leads us
beyond appearance and
personal fancy to the
fullness of life now being
fulfilled in us. -

_ An often overlooked fact
is that our Christian faith is

not only truth -about God"

and his Kingdom, but it is
also truth about us. The

mystery revealed to the “eye |

of faith” is a vision of the
glory of God discovered in
our lives “caught up” in his
love. It is our own mystery,
upheld and transformed by
the love of the Father,
which we proclaim in faith.

Our Christmas vision is

our contemplation of the
glory of God unfolding in
the radiant light of personal

truth. For Christians the

vision of God is the
revelation of Jesus in our
lives, where we are today
and as we continue to fullfill
our destiny to share in divine
life itself.

St. Athanasius wrote, the
revelation of “‘God
becoming man, is that man
may become God.” Our
Christmas vision illustrates
our central claim for
mankind: we are an image of
God, destined to join him
and reign even like Gods,
the perfect mirror of our
Father’ s glory.

What numbs, and cven *

kills, the commitment of
many Christians - is that
while we monitor very
closely the doctrine and

* desires of Christians, we

frequertly fail to supply a
vision of God that is worth

pursuing, that really stands
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up to the rigors of everyday -
tife. o

What enables - s, ~to r

sustain- oyr hope in living
and loving is not naivete or
idealism, but the revelation
of what God shares with his
people. Our Christmas
vision is, finally, the power
we share to love, to create,
to care, to be vulnerable to

unreturned affection, and to MODELS ® MACRAME ® DECOUPAGE ® BISO’E

be transformed along the
way -into his image and
likeness, even as he has
chosen tobe bornof ours.

One holy monk sum-
marized it in this way:

“Thank you for the free
gift of your gracious birth,
God, Son of Man, through

- which we have access to that

grace in which we stand and
in which we are confident of

attaining glory as heirs of
God.

“It is indeed an admirable
commerce 10 take flesh and

bestow divinity.”. (Blessed )
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e DIGNITY IN SERVICE
® INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS

BURNS—_HANNA
FUNERAL HOME
1795 Ridge Rd. E.

467-5745

C.L. Goonan

. Charles L. Goonan,
onetime pitcher for the
Rochester Red Wings, died
Dec 15, 1979, after a heart
attack. He was 56 years old.

The Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated this

FROZEN
CHEESE
RAVIOLI
'MAKESA

LOW GOST
LUNCH

Takes only minutes to make a
delicious, fresher-tasting
dinner. Gosts you less
because it comes precooked
without sauce. Use the
coupon. Save even more.
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RAVIOLI
Without Sauce
SAVE MONEY
BUYA
PACKAGE /
TODAY
DEALER: Rosetto Foods, will
| redeem this coupon at 67
Deep Rock Road, Rochester,
| N.Y. 14624 for 30¢c plus 5¢
l' handling, provided coupon is
i taken in exchange for a,
package of "frozen Rosetto
l' precooked Cheese Ravioli, in
| accordance with terms of our .
| agreement. Cash value 1/20th
of a cent.-This coupon void of .

by law. , -

FOSeLTO}

PRE COOKED

1 taxed, prohibited or restricted- g .
L%Jl!r;ﬂ_.;jlu—- RPN SINR

morning at Christ the King
Church.

Goonan had worked for
Genesee Brewing Co. for 20
years, as a salesman and
regional retail sales
specialist. He was with the
Red Wings when they were
a St. Louis Cardinals farm

‘club. He was a veteran of
World War Il and a member
of the Bishop Kearney High
School Fathers Club and of
the men’s club at Christ the
King.

Survivors are his widow,
Dorothy; sons Patrick and
Michael; daughters Deborah
Donahue (Mrs. William) and
Sharon Goonan; four
grandchildren,; a sister, Anna
Connelly; two brothers,
James, of Kingston, Mass.,
and Donald Goonan, and
several nieces and nephews.
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Christmas delivery.

Paul W. Harris
FUNERAL HOME INC.
570 Kings Highway South (corner Titus)

SPACIOUS
PARKING

Private  asket selec tion room AlIR
5442041

CONDITIONED

ARNDT FUNERAL HOME

1118 Long Pond Road rear Maiden Lane 225-6350
Ronald John Arndt — Funeral Director

Parishioner at St. John the Evangelist

. On Premise
Casket Selection —

Parking for over 70 cars

BOOK OF 6
CAR WASHES

Value *21°° \
512 o}

Suckman’s Car Wash
RIDGE RD. W. & LONG POND RD.

OPEN 7 DAYS ¢ 227-1650 JJE @R ,

- with your choice of vinyls, solids or tweeds.
These warm cozy chairs are available for

Throughout our store we have many
other values for holiday shopping ... -
" LAMPS, SLEEP SOFAS, DESKS, and
- ACCESSORIES at low prices.
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\ 540 Whitney Road, at Baird, Fairport,, —385-1262 __ Mon-Fri. 10-9°Sat. 10.5:30+Sun. 25 ¢
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COMPLETE HOBBY & CRAFT CENTER
LIONEL TRAINS - SALES & SERVICE

. AMERICAN FLYER
We Buy, Sell And Trade Toy Trains

Supplies - Materials - Tools

10%0 OFF With This AD !

| 612 STONE RD 865-4260‘ ROCHESTER,J

Heat Bills Too High?
YORK f

Neating ans Let us show 'you‘; how you can
lrtoimvas. save Money with a new Heat

RGAE Pump or Gas Furnace.
Recommended '

Ancoma Cooling & Heating Inc: -
436-1029 sherwin “*Red’’ Menter Since 7949

JUNCTION

Cheose From Our Fameus Brands:
OVER 30 MODELS ON DISPLAY

1979 - MEMBER

M-F9:30-8:00p.m.
Sat. 9:30-5 Closed Sunday

- 889-2310

or Chili Ave. & Paul Road Chill Center

ey

HOLIDAY SPCIAL
WITH,THIS AD

50 OFF

ON OUR $1.85 PIZZA

Wwith Pepperoni and Mozzarella. No Limit!
-Serves 8 Pieces. Offer Good til Dec. 3ist, 1978

Large Selecticn of Cookies
and Butter Cookies

Since 1902, Specialists . in Oven
Fresh ttalian & French Breads.
Rolls. Al Bakca With 3 Maslar
Baker's Yoguch Lol Us Make Your
Pizza for Parties, wWeddings. Any Af.
tar.

R

532 Plymouth Ave. North (at Jay)
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