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Mary
And Advent
By Father Robert J. Kennedy

Advent is péopled with
gigantic figures who call us
to readiness for the coming
of Christ. The Old

. Testament prophets
proclaim  anew God’s
promise of mercy and
salvation, and rekindle the
fires of hope in our hearts.
John the Baptizer challenges

-~ Us to repentance, for God’s

Chosen One is near at hand.

Unique among these
giants of the season is yet
another: the pregnant Virgin
of Nazareth, faithful to the
Word of God that lives
within her and joyous sngn
of hope to a world waiting
for the fuliness of redemp-
tion.

The central position of
Mary in these last days of
Advent causes us to con-
template the great things he
has done for all of us in
being born a human person.
“He was born of the Virgin
Mary and came to live
among us.” (Opening
Prayer, Dec. 23) Such is the
simple statement of so
wondrous a mystery: the all-
powerful God has loved us
enough to put aside his
divinity and accept through
a human mother the con-
dition of our humanity in all
its ecstasy and all its agony.
The pregnant virgin, heavy
with God-child, short on
explanation, reminds us of
this “great thing” God has
done for us.

There is, finally, one more

image of Mary the Church
gives us this scason — at

The

ByJohn Dash
The sisters who teach at
the St. Joseph’s Early
Childhood Program, -an"
inner-city educational effort
in the St. Bridget’s Parish’
complex, have “made do
with an ancient copying
machine right up to €
point where the mach¥g
“just won't.” 5!
That is the opinion of &1
anonymous friend of ¢
school who called %
Courier-Journal last week{:$
hopes of getting a lead or” LY
newer copier for the sch §
The machine can faxrly iR
called an indispensable t Aﬁ

for the two sisters who

-

the program.

Sister Kathleen
Cusker, who is in paft-
nership with Sister Doréen
Wozniak , said that not only,
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is work for the children’
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The sisters don’t have that
kind of money. Just to keep
the program going both have
to be “Jacquelyns-of-all-
trades,” Sister Katheleen

id.

What's needed here, the
anonymous friend said, is for
someone to donate’'a good
working copier so that the
45 children from 3 to § years
old can have the benefits of
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educational The school’s )
number is (716} 546-7622.

The Perfect Clmstmas Gift
Accessories for your

GAS GRILL

A Gas Grill Rotisserie
to cook your Christmas Bird

The liturgies of Advent least to the Church of the  duplicated on the machine, Rotissarie Hasket
present Mary in a variety of =~ Americas. She is Our Lady  but frequent com- USE YOUR GRILL
ways. of Guadalupe (celebrated munications with _the ’

. today, Dec. 12). Echoing the  parents and the greater YEAR 'ROUND
. In the Solemnity of the  ygices of the Advent community also are run offy SALES-SERVIGE
Immaculate Conception just  prophets, the peasant Virgin . ; ,
.past, the Church celebrates ¢l us to accept all men and The rub is that the pr_%en; & PARTS ALL YEAR
. worthy mother of God’s hard use behind it” when the FOR MOST MAKES

Son. Faithful in every.

sisters, to reach out and lift

sisters inherited it more than

Fire Prevention

: up the lonely, to do all things . . ) -
moment of her life to the iy justice for the peace of the il.gfhlezsﬁd ago, Sl%fr starts witha
God who chose her, shesays'  world. This humble vision of ) Clean Chimney

“yes” to Gabriel and begins

““%the accomplishment of

God’s plan from long ago to
make us his adopted children
and to be “full of love” (Luke
1:38, Ephesians 1:3-6). She is
the new Eve, who by her
obedience to Gods call,
opened the way for the
fullness of life to enter the
world. And as the mother of

Mary — a gift to the peoples
of the Americas — iS a
powerful reminder that the
Son, to whom she once gave
human life, will come again
in glory, to bring 10
fulfillment all that he has
begun. -May her prayers
keep us faithful and ready
until he comes!

She said that a friend to)
her it would take at lej
$100 to repair the machihe
to the point where it w3
serviceable again. At tE
figure, she said, both sisf;is.
said, “Oh, dear.” o
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radiant in beauty.” God
“chose her from all women
to be our advocate with
{him) and our pattern of
holiness.”
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OPEN 7 DAYS @ 227- mso: o

We ask God on this

- _festival _day and always to
trace in our actions the
lines of her love, in-our
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for your Son ..” (Opening for

Prayer B). antiques, semi-antiques ;
whole estates or individual pleces & ’
any size, any condition
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THAT MAKE
ENTERTAINING
EASY!

Mary also dominates the
liturgies of the week before

- Christmas. Here are
celebrated her faith and
humble obedience to God at
the annunciation of the
Messiah;, her patience when
Joseph discovers her
pregnant, her. generous
service to her aging cousin
Elizabeth likewise pregmant
by the will of Gods The
Church echoes with her the
praises of God for his
wonderful works of mercy:
“My being proclaims the
greatness of the.Lord, my
spirit finds joy in God my
“*saviour ... He who is mighty
has done great things for me,

- holy is his name.” (Luke:

(Luke 1: 46-55).
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