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blights in Liturq^ 
Mary 
And Advent 
By Father Robert J. Kennedy 

Advent is peopled with 
gigantic figures who call us 
to readiness for the coming 
of Christ . The Old 

^ T e s t a m e n t p r o p h e t s 
proclaim anew God's 
promise of mercy and 
salvation, and rekindle the 
fires of hope in our hearts. 
John the Baptizer challenges 

-—•**• us to repentance, for God's 
Chosen One is near at hand. 

Unique among these 
giants of the season is yet 
another: the pregnant Virgin 
of Nazareth, faithful to the 
Word of God that lives 
within her and joyous sign 
of hope to a world waiting 
for the fullness of redemp
tion. 

The liturgies of Advent 
present Mary in a variety of 
ways. 

: In the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception just 
past, the Church celebrates 
Mary as full of grace, the 
worthy mother of God's 
Son. Faithful in every 
moment of her life to the 
God who chose her, she says 
"yes" to Gabriel and begins 

'"%the accomplishment of 
God's plan from long ago to 
make us his adopted children 
and to be "full of love" (Luke 
1:38, Ephesians 1:3-6). She is 
the new Eve, who by her 
obedience to God's call, 
opened the way for the 
fullness of life to enter the 
world. And as the mother of 
Life, she is the mother of all 
those who share this life in 
Christ. The feast day 
Preface (P58) praises Mary 
as God's "sign of favor to the 
Church at its beginning, and 
the promise of its perfection 
as the bride of Christ, 
radiant in beauty." God 
"chose her from all women 
to be our advocate with 
fliim) and our pattern of 
holiness." 

We ask God on this 
«. J[estival day and always to 

trace in our actions the 
lines of her love, in - our 
hearts her readiness of faith. 
Prepare once again a world 
for your Son ..." (Opening 
Prayer B). 

Mary also' dominates the 
liturgies of the week before 
Christmas. Here are 
celebrated her faith and 
humble obedience to God at 
the annunciation of the 
Messiah,,her patievnce when 
Joseph discovers her 
pregnant, her. generous 
service to her aging cousin 
Elizabeth likewise pregnant 
by the will of God? The 
Church echoes with her the 
praises of God for his 
wonderful works of mercy: 
"My being proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord, my 
spirit finds joy in God my 

"vsavio.ur... He who is mighty 
has done great things for me, 
holy is his name." (Luke: 
(Luke 1:46-55). 

ME Party 
Marriage-- Encounter 

couples will gither for a 
M Christmas Party at the 

Jdaptedale Party House on 
Frjnayj EJtec. 14. The evening 
opens with socializing at 6:30, 
followed by dinner at 8 p.m. 
Dancing to ^Ije; iffijsic of 
Stonehenge will follow dinner. 

^^Reservations are; maw "by 
calling Ken or Diane 
Eabideau(|16>865:4721. 

The central position of 
Mary in these last days of 
Advent causes us to con
template the great things he 
has done for all of us in 
being born a human person. 
"He was born of the Virgin 
Mary and came to live 
among us," (Opening 
Prayer, Dec. 23) Such is the 
simple statement of so 
wondrous a mystery: the all-
powerful God has loved us 
enough to put aside his 
divinity and accept through 
a human mother the con
dition of our humanity in all 
its ecstasy and all its agony. 
The pregnant virgin, heavy 
with God-child, short on 
explanation, reminds us of 
this "great thing" God has 
done for us. 

There is, finally, one more 
image of Mary the Church 
gives us this season — at 
least to the Church of the 
Americas. She is Our Lady 
of Guadalupe (celebrated 
today, Dec. 12). Echoing the 
voices of the Advent 
prophets, the peasant Virgin 
calls us to accept all men and 
women as our brothers and 
sisters, to reach out and lift 
up the lonely, to do all things 
in justice for the peace of the 
world. This humble vision of 
Mary — a gift to the peoples 
of the Americas — is a 
powerful reminder that the 
Son, to whom she once gave 
human life, will come again 
in glory, to bring to 
fulfillment all that he has 
begun. May her prayers 
keep us faithful and ready 
until he comes! 

By John Dash 
The sisters who teach at 

the St. Joseph's Early 
Childhood Program, axi 
inner-city educational effort 
in the St. Bridget's Parish' 
complex, have "made do" 
with an ancient copyii 
machine right up to 
point where the mad 
"just won't." 

That is the opinion of 
anonymous friend of 
school who called tfje 
Courier-Journal last weekf *$•• 
hopes of getting a lead oijtk 
newer copier for the schoohj. 

The machine can fairly jjcjj 
called an indispensable «©1 
for the two sisters who r\. ji 
the program. 

Sister Kathleen iv^-
Cusker, who is in pai 
nership with Sister Doreen 
Wozniak, said that not only, 
is work for the children" 
duplicated on the machine, 
b u t f r e q u e n t c o m 
munications with the 
parents and the greater 
community also are run off? 

The rub is that the present 
copier was old "with lots of 
hard use behind it" when the 
sisters inherited it more than 
five years ago, Sister 
Kathleen said '•«-

She said that a friend twl 
her it would take at lejpt 
$100 to repair the machffie 
to the point where it vms 
serviceable again. At & 
figure, she said, both sisCls 
said, "Oh, dear." ft 

St. Charles Borromey 
DEWEYAVE.i 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists ~ 

Cosmetics—Toiletries 
Photo Finishing ... 

2910 Dewey Ave. 165-2210 

Hicks 
I Home Heating Inc. 
| 424-4848 271-4650 | 

r-BUYING NOW 
ORIENTAL RUGS 
Immediate Cash 

for 
antiques, semi-antiques • 

whole estates or individual pieces -^ 
any size, any condition 

call any time _ 

271-8520 

our circle of 
coverage 

Surrounds you with 
insurance protection .de
signed for your needs and 
your needs alone. 

We'll not only provide you 
wi th jus t trie right auto 
insurance coverage, we 
finance the car too. 

Auto financing - another 
service of our circle ' -

of coverage 

Mmken ».. i 

The sisters don't have that 
kind of money. Just to keep 
the program going both have 
to be "Jacquelyns-of-all-
trades," Sister Katheleen 

id. 

What's needed here, the 
anonymous friend said, is for 
someone to donate a good 
working copier so that the 
45 children from 3 to 5 years 
old can have the benefits of 

the sisters' 
program. 

educational The school's phone 
number is (716) 546-7622. 
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The Perfect Christmas Gift 
Accessories for your 

GAS GRILL 
A Gas Grill Rotisserie 

to cook your Christmas Bird 

will 
fit 
most 
make 
grills 

viurrvrvci i / 

Fire Prevention 
starts with a 

Clean Chimney 

436-7462 

Aluminum SlwH 

w* Classic Barboquing 
Cookbook 

RoUtttriaBUklt 

USE YOUR GRILL 
YEAR 'ROUND 

SALES-SERVICE 
& PARTS ALL YEAR 
FOR MOST MAKES 

K&M INSTALLATION 
306 Norton St. near Reef Wing Stadium 

544-5770 

' ""TScTlCOF 6 
CAR WASHES 
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SuckmatTn Car Wash 
RDQERD.W.1 LONG POND RD. 

OPEN 7 DAYS* 227-1650 3 C «1 
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Holiday Hits 
THAT MAKE $ 

ENTERTAINING "' 
EASY! 

JOHN CANEPA AGENCY 
insurance 

1134 TITUS AVE. 266-5^5 

ZWEIGLE'S 
•fj Delicious 
4 Cocktail 
•S> Weiners. 

S£ ZWEIGLE'S INC., 651 PLYMOUTH 
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