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social Following are excerpts from a homily given by Pope  likewise the right of his fellowmen to receive from him Let us recall the Joy%ful exclamation of St. Théresa of

flohn Paul I on the :‘motlvatlon, condition and the  the proclamation of the Good News of salvation. Lisieux: “My vocation is lovel.In the héart of the
strategy of the Church’s missionary activity.” These are very serious words, but above: all  Church, my Mother, I will be love...and so I will be

> to the . R o Co illuminating and encouraging, which state clearly-once everything!.” It must be so for us too! .

not to What is the first”and ultimate motivation of this e what is God's posmve will and our responsibility
els the work? as Christians. Love is intrepid and courageous: Jesus is still
ine ‘its ) ] - L . . unknown to three-quarters of mankind! The Church
toward Here is the first question. But let us ask ourselves a second qaestion: what'is  (perefore needs,so many, willing missionaries, men and
1s. We And the answer is a simple and the essential condition for missionary work? It is unity women, to proclaim the Gospel! You boys and girls: be
Kists in peremptory ong: the Church is in doctrine. attentive to the voice of God calling! Stupendous
ans of missionary by the express will Before leaving this world, Jesus prayed as follows: “I ideals of charity, generosity and dedication are in front
| every of God. do not pray for these only, but also for those who of you and call upon. you! Life is noble and great baly
1 goes _ o believe in me through their word, that they may all be to the extent that it is given! Be fearless! Supreme joy
haring ~ Jesus often speaks to the  one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and in thee, that lies in love without claims, in the pure g1v1ng of charlty

Aposties of their task, their they also may be in us, so that the world may believe to brothers!
R mission, the reason for their that thou hast sent me.” S
§ choice: “You did not choose ’ Love is docile and confident in the action of “grage.”

]_S gy me, but I chose you and ap- St. Paul wrote anxiously to his disciple Timothy: It is the Holy Spirit that penetrates souls and tran-

: #E=as pointed you that you should g0 “There is one God, and there is one mediator between  sforms peoples. The_difficulties .are always immense,

dnizing and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide.” God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself and particularly today the faithful themselves, in-
ISIS. ) : ) as a ransom for all.” volved in present-day history, are tempted by atheism,
. Before ascending to Heaven, Jesus gives the secularism, moral autonomy. Absolute ‘confidence in
ington Apostles, and through them the whole Church, the In fact, if unity in faith is lacking, who and what is the work of the Holy Spirit is therefore necessary.
be the ; mission of evangelizing, in an official and decisive way: proclaimed? How is it possible to be credible, especially Therefore the Christian in his missionary - work is
Bruce i “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the when the doctrine is so mysterious and the morality so patient and joyful, even if he has to sow.in tears,
1gested whole creation.” And the evangelist notes: “And they demanding? Differences and doctrinal conflicts create accepting the cross and maintaining the spirit of the
ung at i went forth and preached everywhere.” only confusion and finally disappointment. In such an Beatitudes.

i ) essential and delicate matter as the content of the . ,

i From that time the apostles and disciples of Christ Gospel, it is not possxble to be overconfident, or Finally, love is ingenious and constant, exercising
asked i began to travel over the roads of the earth, to over- superficial, or possibilist, inventing theories and setting itself in the various types of missionary apostolate: the
itisn't X come hardships and weariness, to meet gentiles and forth hypotheses Evangehzauon must have as its apostolate of example, of prayer, of suffering, of
f us of § tribes, peoples and nations, to suffer to the extent of characteristic unity in faith and in discipline, and charity, taking advantage of all the mgnatwes and
could giving their lives, in order to proclaim the Gospel, therefore love of truth. means proposed.

g . - - >

?ﬁg}:ﬁe gefistigi-iv;,l::l:f(g(o)db;:;::?\c:l;l;;?(%:;d to God Let us meditate on the well-balanced and profound I h £ tual t G

ght be b y t of e. words of Paul VI: “Every evangelizer is expected to cannot, however, forget some actual situations,
ion at 4 . o . 5 have a reverence for truth, especially since the truth ~ "hich make the missionary duty of the:whole Church
f . the | St. Paul wrote to his disciple Timothy: "God desires -y, 1"he shdies and communicates is none other-than- - 2nd of all of us who form her, more compelling today.

‘ ] all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of revealed truth and hence.' more than an There are various forms of anti-evangelization in

il the truth.” c . : P o other, a hich seek to oppose radically the message of

—_ it sharing in the first truth which is God himself. The g?ﬁ:ssu:: el(l:lmijmo(r)x oli.p;] transcenﬁe ce anc?a(%f all

? The trust that saves is only Jesus Christ, the gszicgir&itgiigoigel “;'Sl(l):lg?iﬁfngfazg:rzzg ‘ZE? . responsibility for the afterlife; : ethical autonomy

—_— -; Redeemer, the Mediator between God and men, the "¢ - o pe . released from cvery natural and revealed moral law;
ent of .. N ) ering always seeks the truth that he must transmit to
one and definitive Revealer of man’s super-natural dnbg} H be hides th hedonism considered as the one, satisfying System of
Iyto the destiny. Jesus gave the Church the mission of érs. e never betrays or hides the truth out of a life; and, m so many Christians, a weakening of
ay and desire to please men, in order to astonish or to shock, >, ) -
ice into procla;mmg the Gospel; every Christian takes part in nor for the sake of originality or a desire to make an spiritual fe;vour, a giving way to a worldly outlook, a
' ) 'this mission. Every Christian is a missionary by his . e gradual acceptance of the- erroneous opinions of
: 1 Very nature. impression. He does not refuse truth. He does not laicism and social and political imanentism
:é&:'v)’ } obsfcure revealed truth by being too idle to search for it, . e
Hudson i It is sometimes affirmed that if is not possible to S;e;’ rnz)};ensé’;gc?ftglsst%‘g" lc{on;{fgrster(‘)/reso?tt Oefn?fguge Let us always keep in St. Paul’s cry: “Garitas Christi
12144 3 impose the Gospel, and it is not possible to violate without making it serve h)xlm 8 ¥ urget nos!™ (The love of Christ spurs us on!)
' religious liberty, that it is, in fact, useless and illusory o oo
to proclaim the Gospel to those who already belong to Let us thank Paul VI for these clear indications, and - The Apostle’s ardent exclamation takes on par-
: Christ in an anonymous way owing to uprightness of at the same time let us pray fervently that everyone ticular eloguence and causes particular soficitude in
heart. Paul VI already replied clearly as follows: “It will study, know and proclaim the truth and only the our times. It is the missionary- imperative that must
would certainly be an error to impose something on truth, docile to the authentic Magisterium of the move all Christians, dioceses, parishes and, the,various
1ail their { the consciences of our brethren. But to propose to their Church, because certainty and clarity are the in- communities. Love of Christ urges us to Bear witness,
lets and %‘ consciences the truth of the Gospel and salvation in dispensable qualities of Evangelization. to announce, proclaim the Good News, to everyone
foreign ' Jesus Christ, with complete clarity and with a total Finally, here is the last question: what is the strategy and in spite of everything!
0 do so i respect for the free options which it presents, far from of missionary work? For this question, too, the answer - .
e self- , being an attack on religious liberty, is fully to respect is a simple one: love! . Precisely in these times you must be witnesses and
I will ! that liberty, which is offered the choice of a way that : missionaries of truth: do-not be afraid! Love of Christ
:sses of even non-believers consider noble and uplifting... The The only and indispensable strategy for missionary must drive you to be strong and resolute, because “if
d nuns j respectful presentation of Christ and his Kingdom is work is precisely deep, personal, convinced, ardent God is for us, who is agamst us?” N¢ one, m fact, can
rature. | - : more than the evangelizer’s right; it is his duty. It is  love of Jesus Christ! “separate us from the lové of Christ!™¥ :
Conway ‘ — — T ) ' "
S Word for Sund el LECITRAE Rastern Church
;lr3:land ' j Or OI u‘n ) ay in the farpily, and'the‘ family aS ern urc eS
3 = * By Father Albert Shamon zi(alg;ségnes out with joy and What ought we to do? Sh H ° t . ~
4 It can never be repeated Advent prepares us for Paul says, “Rejoice in the are erl age,
Advent: enough that God is not the Incarmation — Gods  Lord always.”

waiting for some sign of

word becoming flesh in the

Pope Tells Vatican

Remember Paul was in

How Should

virtue or special effort on human family. Sin had

[

S Sl s T

Sunday’s Readings:— (R3)
LK. 3:10-18. (R1) Zep. 3:14-
18. (R2) Phil. 4:4-7.

Joy is the theme of next

comes to us with no strings
attached. This is good news.
This is the foundation of
Christian joy. We need not

e b ourelves h as fit to adopt a
_why this call to joy? Can it  inmy paris )

be we tend toward sadness ~ baby. What joyful ex-
and discouragement as  pectation I have seen in the

nd to faces of the expectant
naturally as lawns 1€ couple. How they wait! How

but this bridge needed to
“touch the shores of both
heaven: and earth. So.One
Person of the Holy Trinity

superficial -‘kind of joy, like
the silly grin on the face of
the Cheshire cat. Paul was
writing of a joy deep down

. could link heaven and earth
together. What He could do,
He did on the cross — so
that now we can walk over
on a crossbeam bridge.

He has come, He will
come, but He comes still —
at every Mass! He comes
even when we don’t go to

Roman Catholic and Eastern

" Orthodox churches share a

common heritage and are

_“I want to express joy for
the visit 1 made to the church
of Constantinople and
Patriarch Demetrios I on the

papal

‘N[ 9 our part before He will love ~ gouged a rift between  prison when he wrote those
e Pl'epal'e . us or come. into our lives. heavenba_r()jd earth. To Sdpan word's.. So he wasn’t Vatican Clty @®N Pope commlssmﬂ to deal with such
= God’s love is a free gift that it, one bridge was needed —  speaking about some John Paul 1l sai dS)_that the barriers. fo reunification as .

authiority, different
attitudes toward divorce and
priestly cefibacy; and other
matters .that have long

‘ i Sunday’s readings. They o .0 i W Godtous. He  — the eternal Son.of God,  within us — a joy that does  Working together to end their
L abo““d with joyful words " " f His own initiative.  the Word of God, possessing  not depend on physical ~ centuries-old divisions. separated the two churches.
- : a?gs sxo:); He seeks us even when we the divine nature — took  circumstances, but springs Th K . The -Pope acknowledged
EShout for  do not seek Him. God so flesh in-the sanctuary of a  from the knowledge that the 20,00% Wp’lf .Spesa "11>g O that rfeunification between
‘ S s loved the world that Hesent ~ Virgin’s womb. With His  Lord is near us. And because 099 people In St. YeleTS  Rome and Constantinople
— joy,"sing jo- e e e Tloves us. - divine nature, He reached  nothing can ever separateus  Square at his Sunday noon g ,iiq be achieved “at a time
_— yfully,’ lb‘?, Therefore rejoice! the highest walls of heaven;  from the love of God —  blessing Dec. 2, commented: y un only to God.”
_ glad,” "exul, Advent _ celebrates the with his human nature He  neither life nor death, nor  On his recent three-day visit to H od. :
rejoice,”etc.  Dectation for that coming,  touched the distant earth;  suffering — therefore ~ Turkey and his meeting with - He Aowec. however, - that
& : I have often had to  and in the onemess of His “Rejoice in the Lord Orthodox church leaders c estern. church  had
We  might recommend certain families divine Personhood, He always!” there. lfn erited “many things in the
ield of hturgy, and spiritual

traditibn and in the juridical
order” from the. Orthodox
churches in the East.

John Paul I, in his short

-spawn weeds? We need to be | How they hope!  Therefore, rejoice! Mass. What ought we todo? . Solemn feast of St. Andrew ‘
12-14 remmded t'oo be g]ad‘ %’ﬁgy"éﬁ{ clggstamlyyof tpt?e The crowds asked John, Reverse Advent: come to the Apostle, whg is the patron- relgcrll .of just over a year, h:s
‘ Strange, isn't it? baby to come. They think of ~ “What ought we to do?” Him at Mass. But come with  Of that church,” he said. The made _journeys . to the
ING But what is the basis for  the baby. Then the baby . ' hearts full of expectancy and  tWo' religious leaders jointly Dominican Republic, Mexico,
ON Christian joy — for glad-  comes! Up until then, the We. might also ask  hope, and we shall share in ~ announced the formation of lreland; the United States,
- joy : ? ourselves, "What ought we an international theological Poland and now Turkey.

ness? baby was only a woid.' New

‘the joy of the Lord.




