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By Michael Groden 

Major discoveries of oil in 
Mexico, although they boost 
the country's Gross National 
Product, have not been a 
Godsend to many citizens. So 
states a report which three 
members of the diocesan In
ternational Justice and Peace 
Commission helped compile 
recently. 

Lourdes Perez, Justice and 
Peace Commission coor
dinator; Dr. Jose Betancourt, 
Commission president; and 
Paul Tomasso, task force 
member for Operation 
Breadbox, visited the diocese 
of Tabasco this past summer 
at the request of Bishop 
Rafael Garcia, ordinary of 
Tabasco. 

A city in Tabasco will 
receive some of the Operation 
Breadbox money collected 
here next year. 

Tabasco, a poor agrarian 
region in the southeast part of 
Mexico, is also one of the 
most oil-rich areas in the 
country. Hundreds of ex
ploratory oil rigs are being 
constructed, new roads are 
being built and there has been 
a great influx of people from 
outside the region. That is 
where the problems begin, 
according to the soon-to-be-
published report. 

The oil company, PEMEX, 
a g o v e r n m e n t o w n e d 
operation, is expropriating 
land from the local resident 
farmers and paying them pre
determined amounts of cash. 
The peasants, who do not own 
the land but have farmed it for 
years, usually mismanage 
these funds through lack of 
experience. 

"The people have little 
knowledge of how to handle 
the money, which seems, to 
them, to be a very large 
amount," Betancourt said. 

Many of the farmers move 
to nearby cities to find work in 
the oil industry. Their money 
is soon used up by spiraling 
rents and food costs in the 
cities. Most of the jobs that 
are available are temporary, 
and soon the farmer has lost 
all that he owned. 

In addition to the oil in 
dustry in Tabasco, a large 
cement factory, APASCO, 
has been built. Tabasco is also 
rich in limestone, a basic 
component in cement. The 
combination of these two 
large industries has greatly 
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changed the lifestyle of the 
people living in Tabasco and 
the residents are having 
difficulty in adjusting. 

The population in the cities 
has risen dramatically. 
Housing conditions are very 
bad, according to the report, 
and serious health hazards 
have resulted from over
population. 

Lourdes Perez explained 
that Bishop Garcia was aware 
of the problems caused by the 
sudden influx of industry and 
wanted to formulate a iong-
range program that would 
help his people adjust. 

To 4 o this Bishop Garcia 
" d r e w u p o n r e s o u r c e s 
available to him (including the 
Justice and Peace Com
mission and other concerned 
agencies throughout the U.S. 
and Mexico) to form an in
vestigative team that would 
document and clarify' these 
problems," Perez said. The 
bishop also asked for 
recommendations on how best 
to deal with changes in 
Tabascan life. 

The team, headed by 
Mexican economist Adalberto 
Savinon, selected five urban 
areas in Tabasco and con
ducted a study that included 
information on demographics, 
housing, health problems and 
religious attitudes in the 
diocese. 

The report was completed 
and sent to all diocesan 
priests. Bishop Garcia in
cluded the study in his Ad 
Limiha report which he 

recently presented to Pope 
John Paul II. The report will 
be formally published in 
February, 1980. 

While Betancourt and 
Perez were involved primarily 

in providing technical 
assistance in the study of the 
cities, Paul Tomasso, a fourth 
year student at St. Bernard's 
Seminary, dealt with people in 
the remote Rancherias (small 
villages) in Tabasco. Tomasso 
concentrated on the religious 
aspects of the study. His job 
was to work with the people 
as a missionary. 

Infant mortality is very 
high in the villages and one 
reason for this is the lack of 
formal health education, he 
said. ' 

The St. Bernard's Mission 
Soc ie ty s p o n s o r e d the 
seminarian's trip. Perez and 
Betancourt were funded by 
the diocese of Tabasco and 
four parishes of the Rochester 
diocese: St. Paul's, Webster,' 
and St. Charles Borromeo, 
Holy Name and Our Lady of 
Mercy in Greece. 

In a related story Operation 
Breadbox, 1980 has begun. 
The Justice and Peace 
Commission has sent out 
letters to all parishes asking 
for their support in a special 
collection during Lent. 

M o n e y ra i sed from 
Breadbox will go towards the 
f u n d i n g of s e l f - h e l p 
agricultural programs in three 
different areas. 

This year's collection will 
benefit Zambia, Africa; the 
Sayangan Mission in the 
Philippines and Macuspana, 
Mexico. Macuspana is a city 
located' in the diocese of 
Tabasco. 

Perez stressed that all 
money from Operat ion 
Breadbox will be used for the 
agricultural projects, no 
Breadbox money'was used in 
the recent study in Tabasco. 

BISHOP KEARNEY MARCHING "KINGS" 
TOUR 

MARCH 3rd to 13th 1980 

00 
Per Person 
Dbl. Occupancy 

Rochester to Rochester 

• includes air fare 
• 2 meals per day 

• 3 Tours 
• Papal Audience 

Monte Carlo, Monaco—Florence, Rome 
" ' • " • - For Reservations Calk-

tea Bianchi 
Bishop Kearney H,S. 
Continental Travel Service 
Continental Tfavel Service 

544-3432 
342-4000 
544-9790 
342-2000 
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Until recently, there was only one way to 
earn really high interest rates on a savings 
account. Invest $10,000 in a 6-month 
Money Market Certificate. 

But now. with Community's 4-Year 
Money Market Certificate, you can earn 
the highest interest rates shown, while 
investing as little as $500. 

This high rate is tied to an average 
4-year yield for US Treasury securities. 
Although this rate may" change monthly, 
the month in which you purchase your 
certificate determines the interest rate 
you will receive. And that rate is guaran
teed from 4 to 10 years. 

Withdrawals may be made prior to 
maturity only with the consent of the 
bank and are subject to a substantial 
penalty under FDIC regulations. 

Stop by any Community Savings 
Bank office and get your 4-Year Money 
Market Certificate today. 

Your interest check cant>e mailed to you 
quarterly, semi-annually or annually. And 
for deposits of $5,000 or more, interest 
can be mailed monthly. 

Community^ 
Member FDIC Savings Bank ^Sr 

Main & Clinton. Midtown Plaza. Exchange & Broad. 100 Wast /Ve . 424 Ridge Rd. \Afest. Long Ridge Mall. Irondequoit Plaza. 
230 Wbring Rd.. 2000 Monroe five . Panorama Plaza. Rttsford, Perinton Square Plaza. Newark Plaza. Chili Center Mart 

Pfaltzgraff ^ 
Christmas Sale 

(now through Dec* 24th) 
20% off 8 p l a c e s e t t i n g 

11.32 
effective annual yield. 

10.55 
annual rate 
compounded daily-'Based on 366 days due to leap year 

4-Year Money Market 
Certificates 

Heritage 
reg. $78 .00 

Sale' : 

$62.40 

Yorktowne 
reg. $83.50 

Sale. 

$66.60 

VUlage 
reg. $88.50 
Sale 

$70.80 

All Pfaltzgraff 
Glassware 

Also -20% off 
Now in Stock for 

Immediate Delivery 
See tomorrow's antiques today at . . . 
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5 0 S t a t e S t r e e t , Pj t t s ford Northf ie ld C o m m o n 5 8 6 - 3 5 9 2 
New Hol iday Hours : S u n d a y , 1 PM-4 PM 

Monday-Friday: 1 0 AM-9 PM, S a t u r d a y 1 0 AM-5 PM 
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