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" ‘IWasin Prisonand You VlSlted Me’
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congregations. Working in a
prison is a frightening and

often frustrating experience,

The Church is, however,

‘making an effort to improve
the situation. One example
is' the Field Education
program set up for those
studying for the Permanent
Diaconate. Three men
studying to become deacons
are currently working in the

RIJM volunteers, and the
work has had a deep effect
on them.

The Field Education is
designed to give students
practical ministerial ex-
~perience in a variety of areas
that include work in
hospitals, homes for the

Monroe County Jail as °

Anthony Mercadel, a

Henrietta resident, has
worked for RIJM since

February. He feels that his-

himself as well.

“As a deacon it will be
necessary for me to minister
to all sorts of people, from
many different backgrounds
and situations,” he said. “Jail
mlmstry has taught me that
in order to help anyone you
have to know what kind of
life he or she has had. You
can’t reach a person if you
don’t know what they are
thinking about,” he said.
Mercadel feels that these
one to one relationships
have helped him understand
and empathize with people
more readily.

Mercadel, a photo

mistakes over and over
again.” i
Mercadel feels that a

self confidence. Prisoners .

often feel that they can’t do
anything very well-so their
self esteem is quite low.
¢
“I talk with them in order

to give them hope and

courage ecnough to go
through their prison stay,”
he said.

Leo Kester, a structurai
engineering supervisor for
Kodak, came to RIJM the
same way as Mercadel. His
spiritual advisor suggested
RIJM in order to broaden
Kester’s ministerial ex-
perience.

He credits the RIJM

was usually ‘what are they

One of his prisoners was
mentally handicapped. He

with him, Kester explained,
was seeing the young man’s
helplessness.

The prisoner has since 4

been placed in the Monroe
County Developmental
Center.

Kester, a father of 13,
summed up his experiences
in the county jail by saying
“the ministry has brought
me closer to God.”

Stephen Carroll, ex-
plaining how he came to the
RIIM office to volunteer,
said that jail mmlstE,y
“hadn’t even crossed my
mind” until his spiritual

have ranged, from sitting

down with a’ prisoner and -

talking baseball to bringing

His visits usuaily range
from 45 minutes to two and
a half hours. He said most of
the prisoners are not “hard
core” criminals and they are
very confused and need
someone to talk to. “All the
prisoners can do in the jail is
to, sit and worry,” Carroll
said “It can be a tremendous
relief just to be able to leave
the cell and talk with
someone for a few hours.
They look forward to the

visits and usually want to

know when you’ll be coming
back,” he said.

Carroll added that the
County Jail staff is very

praise Tor the RIIM staff.

involved i : of his visits is not to convert
ed i np.nson mn.nstry gﬁﬁ?’wn}éggévgﬁoufhﬁg people, or even to talk about ~ doing here’,” Kester said. %lévevevgli]lyl—s “gggg{l:plg; “The first time ‘'you go into
The - hesitancy is un- in_ the iail ch d religion unless they choose  “The prisoners were very to have had the . » the jail-is a scary ex-
desstandable. Priests or g Ao g8l CRANESS 4o Go 50, “T try to reach the  reluctant to talk atallin the 'O 12YC CXDETIENCE. " perience,” he said. With jail
mi_njsters or rab.bis are busy amaticatly. prisoner so that, hopefully, beginning, but now they Since be innine his field miristry trammg, however,
with their own he won't make the same  look forward to my coming.” education g“Ca“n"gﬁ,s duties  the voluntéer has a good

idea ofv»’What to expect.
Carroll said the most useful
part of the training was the

and many times prisoners do was, however, judged : N role playing which occurs
not really appreciate the YOk é;hﬁre has helped not  major reason prisoners et competent to stand trial  micscier nsoinine . during the last session,
effort. only the prisoners but into troubleisa basiclack of  The worst partaboutdealing =~ T orooecn ne. Experienced jail ministry

staffers take the role of a
prisoner and the new
volunteers practice visiting

them.

In describing his first
experience in the jail he said
that it was frightening to see
the doors close behind you.
He said that there was a
“great feeling of relief when
he finally left the jail,” and
now he can imagine;what it
is like for.the prisoners.

i

At lcast once each week,
thanks to RIJM volunteers,
prisoners can experience at
least a small amount of that
freedom.

The Open Window

By Father Louis J. Hohman

Imagination,
Effort, Can
Lick Boredom

%Ru&rg The first thing that oc-  what is boring is bypassed or ol - °
A couple ofSundays agol curred to me upon hearing = done sloppily and what is / i
was approached by a  the statement was that there  exciting is latched onto. Om memora lve

parishioner who corrected
aan clement
she had
perceived. in_
my homily. It
X7l had to do with
' my glvmg the
impression

8ly)

do not” come to church
because ‘their parents bad-

mouth the church. I had.

intended that to be only one
of the reasons, and was

talking -about good example -

and being an advertisement
for the church. The woman
said to me that the real
reason they do not come to
church is  that they are
bored. That got me thinking,

50 I'd like to take that as a
qu&stu_)n and give a kind of

|‘ Fr. Ho]nman young people

response to it. I know this
has been done before, but
guess 1 felt somewhat
strongly about on the oc-
casion, and still do.

* * *

is inherent in it an in-
sinuation that one shouldn’t
be:  bored; that nothing
unpleasant should ever
happen to anyone; that if
something is monotonous
we sunply bypass it or skip
over it whether it’s at work
or play or worship. The idea
that everything we do

. Politicat Advertisement | .

should be exciting and
stimulating and entertaining
is an idea which is very
recent. The
expansion of sensual en-
joyment and impression in
music and image and in
many other ways has made
anything less quite unac-
ceptable. 1 honestly believe
that this later on shows in
much work that is done in
shops, offices and factories:

That might be one reason
why so many “affairs™ arise

in work situations. It would

seem to me that young
people should be told (even if
they don’t accept the idea)
that one is not always going

- to be - entertained and

stimulated, and that one will
be bored from time to time

.3 - PoliticatA mnlnmnnr

tremendous .

-

for whatever reason.

The next thing I would
try to get across is that one
does not need to be bored by
any good situation in life,
and I humbly submit that
regardless of the talent of the
preacher or the musician,
there is something good to
be found in the public
worship that we call the

Mass. No matter how little -

that may appear to be, one
does not have to be bored by
it. We can find something
stimulating, but it requires
effort and it requires a little
bit of imagination. Young
people should not be allowed
to cop out on their need to
work at being instructed or
entertained and they should

‘not be allowed to cop out on
using their imagination and
effort.

I am not blaming parents
who allow their teenage
children to use this excuse,
because I'm simply not in a
posmon to do so; but I'm
saying that it isn’t a real
excuse.

Medallions

from Knock, Co. Mayo, Ireland

Mlnted in Platinum, Gold and Sllver

These exquisitely

- ACTUAL SIZE

roduced dual medallions, commemorating Pope John Paul 11
visit to Ireland and the Centenary of KNOCK. Designed by Irishman John Roche,

well known for his exclusive designs from New York to Paris. In his article in
Ireland’s largest daily newspaper, columnist Desmond Rushe said:

“if simplicity, taste, elegance and clarity are elements to be treasured, it has them in

full measure.

. the end product is the type of memento which should appreciate

considerably i in value both because of it's intrinsic worth and the fact that it will

become a collectors item”

Number
Description Weight g?;too Minted
Fine Platinum 2.0800z/64.70gr. 500
* EX PE R l E N CE -22 Carat Gold 1.6920z/52.65gr. $1200 2,000
7 lanning Board Chairman Sterling Hall-Marked
K * Agoe?n':rnz%m:: Board Chairman Silver 8 10z/31.1 Ogr $75 20,000

* A Fiscal Conservative

+ Community Involvement

* Lifelong Resident of irondequoit

» Eastman Kodak 33 Years -

* St. Cecilia’s Parish Council )
Human Development Chairman

* St. Cecilia’s Men’s Club

- % Rochester Catholic Diocesan

Building Commission _ -

* Btshop Kcamoy Men’s.C L

Order Form C-825
Please send me: [ Fine Platinum @ $1700 ea. [J 22 Carat Gold @ $1200 ea.

l [ Sterling Hall-Marked Silver @ $75 ea.
N Your remittance by cheque or money order should be made payable to:
J. Craig, (Manufacturing Jewellers Agent) P.O, Box 123A,
[ Allied Trish Bank, A/C No. 06473065, Foster Place, Dublin 2. Ireland.
or debit my account wnth Am.Ex. Vlsa, Dmers or Access card.No.

YWELC. : Card No.
1 SOUVENIR [siei’
 OFFER $10 |sockleter

5 . m plate, spemlayngad‘ﬂ:'y;::w

Alhed Irish Banks. qccept no responsibility of whatsoever natme,ansmg out.of f ot in con(\ecnon with any
orderspliced with |. Craig, (Manufactunn )ewelfers 1t 10 this ac

Anyenquiries should be addressed to: }*Craig’ (MJ.AJ If dlssaﬁﬂﬁed Olease retum medakon(s)
undamaged within 7 days of receipt and money will be reiurzded
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