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Pq'pe’s address to high
school” students in Madison
" Squdre Garden.

Déar young people,

I a,m happy to be with you

in Madison Square Gardens.”
Today this'is a garden of life,
where young people are alive:
alive;with hope and love, alive
with the life of Christ. And it
is inithe name of Christ that I
greet each one of you today.

have been told that most
of you come from Catholic
high schools. For this reason I
wotild like to say something
about Catholic education, to
tell  you why the Church
considers it so important and
expends so much energy in
order to provide you and
millions of other young people
with a Cathohc education.
The answer can be sum-
marized in one word, in one
person, * Jesus Christ. The
Church wants to com-
municate Christ to you.

This is what education is all
abont, this is the meaning of
lifeto know Christ. To know
Chust as a friend:as someone
who cares about you and the
person next to you, and all the
peaple here and everywhere
~— no matfer what language

— thet¥ speak, or what clothes
they wear, or what color their
skin is. .

And so the purpose of
Catholic education is to
communicate Christ to you,
so that your attitude toward
others will be that of Christ.
You ‘are approaching that
stage in your life when you
must take - personal-~respon-
sibility for your own-destiny.
Soon you will be making
major decns:ons which will
afféct the | whole course of
yeur hfe ff these decisions

Chqsts attitude, then
edumnon will be a

We have to learn to meet
chiallenges and even crises in
the light of'Christ’s Cross and
Resurrection. Part of our
ngghc education is to learn
-tajSee the needs of others, to
have the courage to ‘practice
what we believe in. With the
supportt of a Catholic
educatxon ‘we try to meet

every circumstance of life -

with the attitude of Christ.
Y@, the Fhmh wants to
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our brothers and sisters in
need - openness from the rich,
the affluent, the economlcally
advanced; openness to the
poor, the underdeveloped and
the disadvantaged. Christ
demands an openness that is
more than benign attention,

-xiffre than’ token actions- or
half-hearted efforts that leave
the poor as destitute as' before
or even more so.

- ‘All of humamty must thmk
oﬁ the parable of the rich' man
ahd the beggar. Humamty
Iﬁust translate- it- into “con*
tefnporary terms;-in 'terms of
economy-and politics, in terms
ofall human nghts m terms

‘-“Donotbeafrald

An embi'ace for the whole crowd, §1t Madison Sq

communicate Christ to you so
that you will ¢ome to full
maturity in him who is the
perfect human being, and at
the same time,, thc Son of
God.

Dear yog{ixg people _You

: 'ther *"Yecgived the greatest of

ake up the C urch, and we

-convinced that only in

Chnst do we find real iove,
and the fullness of life.

And so I invite you today to
look to Christ..

When you wonder about
the mystery of yourself, look
to Christ who glvcs you the
meaning of life. |

When you wonder what it
means to be a mature person,
look to Christ who is the
fullness of humanity.

" And when you wonder
dbout your role in the future
of the world and of the United

We cannot stand idly by,
enjoying our own riches and
freedom, if, in any place, the
Lazarus of the twentieth
century stands at our doors.
In the light of the parable of
Christ, riches and freedom
mean a special responsibility.
Riches and freedom create a
special obligation. And so, in
the name of the solidarity that
binds us all together in a

- common humanity, I again

proclaim the dignity of every
human person: the rich man
and Lazarus are both human
beings, both of them equally
created ir. the image and
likeniess of God, both of - thenr
equally-redeemed by Christ, at
a great price, the price of “the
precxous blood of Chnst
Bmthers ?ix;ed s1sters in
Christ, with déep-conviction
and. aﬁbcnon*l srépeat to you
thé words that T addiessed:to
thé world-wheri T-took up my
apostolic~ ministry? = ir... thé
service of all meii and'women:
n wide
6 dooisoforiChrigwsTo Lhis
saving power open the
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States, look {o Christ. Only in
Christ will ?you fulfill y6hr;
potennal an Ameri né
citizen and s a citizen of the
world co: ity. o
With thé aid of your:
Catholic eddcatlon, you héVe

the knowledge of Christ.

this gift Saint Paul wrote‘ “I
believe nothing can happen
that will outweigh the
supreme advantage ‘of
knowing Christ Jesus my-
Lord. For him I have accepted
the: loss of everything and. I’
look on everything as so much;
rubblsh if only 1 can have.

Be always grateful to (N
for this gift of knowing Chr@®
Be grateful also -to y,‘
parents and to the commuy*
of the Church for
possible, through mazy,y,
sacrifices, your Cath¢ icl
educatron. People have pla

boundaries of statcs
economic and polmcai
systems, the vast fields -of'
culture, civilization and*
development. Do not bﬁ,{
afraid. Christ knows what is i

man! He alone knows it.”

As | said to you at the:
beginning, Christ is oy
Justice and our Peace, and
our works of justice and pea
draw from this source M
irreplaceable energy and ligh
for the great task before us;’#/
we resolutely commit
selves to the service of all.
needs- of -individuals -ands
peopl&s for-Christ:urges us
de sou"cwe*shal} nieverthelk
refiind.

a lot of hope in you, and they
now look forward to your
collabaration in giving witness
to Christ, and in transmitting
the Gospel to others. The
Church needs you. The world
needs you, because it needs
Christ, and you belong to

;. -Christ. And.so. ] ask you to

accept your-responsibility in
the Church, the responsibility
of your Catholic education: to
help — by your .words, and,
above all, by the example of
your lives — to spread the
Gospel You do this by
praying, and by being just and
truthful and pure.

Dear young people: by a
‘real Christian life, by the

‘, are called to give witness to

your faith. And because
actlons speak louder than

proclaun, by the conduct of
your daily lives that you really
do believe that Jesus Christ is

ives -.that Ahes %

Church’s: ~mission -is i ﬁ?’ '
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The pope lifts a youngstels out of the crowd and places
her on the top of the truck.
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