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Following is the transcript 
of Pope John Paul IPs homily 
at the Mass at Yankee 
Stadium, O c t 2. 

"PeaceJje with you!" 

These were the first words 
that Jesus spoke to his 
A p o s t l e s a f t e r h i s 
Resurrection. With these 
words the Risen Christ 
restored peace to their hearts, 
at a time when they were still 
in a state of shock after the 
first terrible experience of 
Good Friday. Tonight, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the power of his 
Spirit, in the midst of a world 
that is anxious about its own 
existence, I repeat these words 
to you, for they are words of 
life: "Peace be with you!" 

Jesus does not merely give 
us peace. He gives us his 
Peace accompanied by his 
Justice. He is Peace and 
Justice. He becomes our 
Peace and our Justice. 

What does this mean? It 
means that Jesus Christ - the 
Son of God made man, the 
perfect man - perfects, restores 
and manifests in himself the 
unsurpassable dignity that 
God wishes to give to man 
from the beginning. He is the 
one who realizes in himself 
what man has the vocation to 
be: the one who is fully 
reconciled with the Father, 
fully one in himself, fully 
devoted to others. Jesus Christ 
is living Peace and living 
Justice. / ^ 

Jesus Christ makes us 
sharers in what he is. Through 
his Incarnation, the Son of 
God in a certain manner 
united himself with every 
human being. In our inmost 
being he has recreated us; in 
our inmost being he has 
reconciled us with God, 
reconciled*us with ourselves, 
reconciled us with our 
brothers'and sisters: he is our 
Peace/ 

What unfathomable riches 
we bear within us, and in our 
Christian communities! We 
are bearers of the Justice and 
Peace of God! We are not 
primarily painstaking builders 
of a justice and peace that are 
merely human , always 
wearing .out and always 
fragile. We are primarily the 
humble beneficiaries of the 
very life of God, who is 
Justice and Peace in,the bond 
of Charity. During Mass, 
when the priest greets us with 
these words: "the peace of the 
Lord be with you always", let 
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us think primarily of this 
Peace which is God's gift: 
Jesus Christ our Peace. And 
when, before Communion, 
the priest invites us to give 
one another a sign of peace, 
let us think primarily of the 
fact that we are invited to 
exchange with one another 
the Peace of Christ, who 
dwells within us, who invites 
us to share in his Body and 
Blood, for our joy and for the 
service of all humanity. 

For God's Justice and 
Peace cry out to bear fruit in 
human works of justice and 
peace, in all the spheres of 
actual life. When we 
Christians make Jesus Christ 
the center of our feelings and 
thoughts, we do not turn 
away from people and their 
needs. On the contijary, we are 
caught up in- the eternal 
movement of God's love that 
comes to meet us; we are 
caught up in the movement of 
the Son, who came' among us, 
who became one of us; we are 
caught up in the movement of 
the Holy Spirit, who visits the 
poor, calms fevered hearts, 
binds up wounded hearts, 
warms cold hearts, and gives 
us the fullness of his gifts. The 

reason why man is the 
primary and fundamental way 
for the Church is that the 
Church walks in the footsteps 
of Jesus: it is Jesus who has 
shown her this road. This road 
passes in an unchangeable 
way through the mystery of 
t h e I n c a r n a t i o n a n d 
Redemption; it leads from 
Christ to man. The Church 
looks at the world through the 
very eyes of Christ; Jesus is 
the principle of her solicitude 
for man. 

The task is immense. And it 
is an enthralling one. I have 
just emphasized various 
aspects of it before the 
General Assembly of the 
United Nations, and I shall 
touch upon others during my 
apostolic journey across your 
country. Today, let me just 
dwell on the spirit and nature 
of the Church's contribution 
to the cause of Justice and 
Peace, and let me also 
mention certain urgent 
priorities which your service 
to humanity ought to con
centrate upon today. 

Social thinking and social 
practice inspired by the 
Gospel must always • be 

marked by a special sensitivity 
towards those who are most in 
distress, those who are ex
tremely poor, those suffering 
from all the physical, mental 
and moral ills that afflict 
humanity, including hunger, 
neglect, unemployment and 
despair. There are many poor 
people of this sort around the 
world. There are many in 
your own midst. On many 
occasions, your nation has 
gained a well deserved 
reputation for generosity, 
both public and private. Be 
faithful to that tradition, in 
keeping with your vast 
possibilities and present 
responsibilities. The network 
of charitable works of each 
kind that the Church has 
succeeded in creating here is a 
valuable means for effectively 
mobilizing generous un
dertakings aimed at relieving 
the situations of distress that 
continually arise both at home 
and elsewhere in the world. 
Make an effort to ensure that 
this form of aid keeps its 
irreplaceable character as a 
fraternal and personal en
counter with those who are in 
distress; if necessary, re
establish this very character 
L,j.?;nst all the elements that 
work;., .he opposite direction. 
Let this sort of aid be 
respectful of the freedom and 
dignity of those being helped, 
and let it be a means of 
forming the conscience of the 
givers. 

But this is not enough. 
Within the framework of your 
national institutions and in 
cooperation with all your 
compatriots, you will also 
want to seek out the structuj*al 
reasons which foster or cai&e '-• 
the different forms of poverty 
in the world and in your own 
country, so that you can apply 
the proper remedies. You wjll 
not allow yourselves to -Jpe 
intimidated or discouraged by 
over-simplified explanations, 
which are more ideological 
than scientific - explanations 
which try to account for a 
complex evil by some single 
cause. But neither will you 
recoil before the jreforms. St
even profound ones - of at
titudes and structures that 
may prove necessary in order 
ito re-create over and over 
again the conditions needed 
by the disadvantaged if they 
are to have a fresh chance in 
the hard struggle of life. The 
poor of the United States and 
of the world are your brothers 
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must never be content to leave 
them just the crumbs from the 
feast You must take of your 
substance, and not just of 
your abundance, in order to 
help diem. And you must 
treat them like guests at your 
family table. 

Catholics of the United 
States, while developing your 
own legitimate institutions, 
you also participate in the 
nation's affairs within the 
framework of institutions and 
organizations springing from 
the nation's common history 
and from your common 
concern. This you do hand in 
hand with your fellow citizens 
of every creed and confession. 
Unity among you in all such 
endeavors is essential, under 
the leadership of your 
Bishops, for deepening, 
proclaiming • and" effectively 
promoting the truth among 
man, his dignity and his 
inalienable rights, the truth 
such as the Church receives it 
in Revelation and such as she 
ceaselessly develops it in her 
social teaching in the light of 
the Gospel. These shared 
convictions, however, are not 
a ready-made model for 
society.! It is principally the 
task of lay people to put 'hem 
into practice in conuete 
projects, to define priorities 
and to develop models that are 
suitable for promoting man's 
real good. The Second 
Vatican Council's Pastoral 
Constitution Gaudium et Spes 
tells us that "lay people should 
seek from priests light and 
spiritual strength. Let the lay 
people not imagine that tl|eir 
pastors are always such Ex
perts, that to every problem 
which arises, however 
complicated, they can readily 
give a concrete solution, or 
even that such is their 
mission. Rather, enlightened 
by Christian wisdom and 
giving close attention to the 
teaching authority of the 
Church, let the lay people 
assume their own distinctive 
role." . 

In order to bring this 
undertaking to a successful 
conclusion, fresh spiritual and 
moral energy drawn from the 
inexhaustible divine source is 
needed. This energy does not 
develop easily. The life style of 
many of the members of our 
rich and permissive societies is 
easy, and so is the life style of 
increasing groups inside the 
poorer countries. As I said last 
y e ^ j t o ^ g J e n a ^ A ^ j e b t e 

of the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace, "Christians 
will want to be in the 
vanguard in favoring ways of 
life that decisively break with 
a frenzy of consumerism, 
exhausting and joyless" (Nov. 
11, 1978). It is not a question 
of slowing down progress, for 
there is no human progress 
when everything conspires to 
give full reign to the instincts 
of selftinterest, sex and power. 
We must find a simple way of 
living. For it is not right that 
the standard of living of t h e ^ 
rich countries should seek to 
maintain itself by draining off 
a great part of the reserves of 
energy and raw materials that 
are meant to serve the whole 
of humanity. For readiness to 
create • a greater and more 
equitable solidarity between 
peoples is the first condition 
for peace1. Catholics of the 
United States, and all you 
citizens of the United States, 
you have such a tradition of 
spiritual generosity, industry, 
simplicity and sacrifice that 
you cannot fail to heed this 
call today for a new en
thusiasm and a fresh deter
mination. It is in the joyful 
simplicity of a life inspired by 
the Gospel and the Gospel's 
spirit of fraternal sharing that 
you will find the best remedy 
for sour criticizm, paralysing 
doubt and the temptation tea*-, -
make money the principal 
means and indeed the very 
measure of human ad
vancement. 

On various occasions, I 
have referred to the Gospel 
parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus. "Once there was a 
rich man who dressed in 
purple and linen and-feasted 
splendidly, every day. At his 
gate lay a beggar named 
Lazarus who was covered 
with sores. Lazarus longed to 
eat the scraps that fell from 
the rich man's table." Both the 
rich man and the beggar died 
and were carried before 
Abraham, and there judgment 
was rendered on their con
duct. And the Scripture tells 
us that Lazarus found con
solation, But that the rich man 
found torment. Was the rich 
man condemned because he"" 
had riches, because he 
a b o u n d e d in e a r t h l y 
possessions, because he 
"dressed in purple and linen 
and feasted splendidly every 
day"? No, I would say that it 
was not for this reason. The 
rich man was condemned 
br rauv he did not pay at
tention to the other man. 
Because he failed to take 
notice of Lazarus, the person 
who sat at his door and who 
longed to eat the scraps from 
his table. Nowhere does 
Christ condemn the mere 
possession of earthly goods as 
much. Instead, he pronounces 
very harsh words against 
those w h o use t h e i r , 
possessions in a selfish way, 
without paying attention to 
the needs of others. The 
Sermon on the Mount begins 
with the words: "Blessed are*^*^ 
the poor in spirit." And at the 
end of the account of the last 
Judgment as found in Saint 
Matthew's Gospel, Jesus 
speaks the words that we, 
know so well: "I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
no drink. I was away from 
home and you gave me no 
welcome, naked and you gave 
me no clothing. I was ill and in 
prison and you did not come . ^ 
•and comfort me." Ĵf̂ * 

The parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus must always be 
present in our memory; it 
must form our conscience. 
Christ 'demands openness ttv. 
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