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pede it expecially at its recent stage, shows how important 
is the duty of revealing more fully the range of the goods 
that are linked with the spiritual dimensions of human ex­
istence. It shows how important this task is for building 
peace and how serious is any threat to human right. Any 
violation of them, even in a peace situation, is a form of 
warfare against humanity. 

IT SEEMS that in the modern world there are two main 
threats. Both concern human rights in the field of in­
ternational relations and human rights within the in-' 
dividual states or societies. 

17. The first of these systematic threats against human 
rights is linked in an overall sense with the distribution of 
material goods. This distribution is frequently unjust both 
within individual societies and on the planet as a whole. 
Everyone knows that these goods are given to man not only 
as nature's bounty; they are enjoyed by him chiefly as the 
fruit of his many activities; ranging from the simplest 
manual and physical labor to the most complicated forms 
of industrial production, and to the highly qualified and 

•* specialized research and study. Various forms of inequality 
in the possession of material goods, and in the enjoyment of 
them, can often be explained by different historical and 
cultural causes and circumstances. But, while these cir­
cumstances can diminish the moral responsibility of people 
today, they do not prevent the situations of inequality from 
being marked by injustice and social injury. 

People must become aware that economic tensions 
within countries and in the relationship between states and 
even between entire continents contain within themselves 
substantial elements that restrict or violate human rights. 
Such elements are the exploitation of labor and many other 
abuses that affect the dignity of the human person. It 
follows that the fundamental criterion for comparing 
social, economic and political systems is not, and cannot 
be, the criterion of hegemony and imperialism; it can be, 
and indeed it must be, the humanistic criterion, namely the 
measure-in which each system is really capable of 
reducing, restraining and eliminating as far as possible the 
various forms of exploitation of man and of ensuring for 
him through work, not only the just distribution of the in­
dispensable material goods, but also a participation, in 
keeping with his dignity, in the whole process of production 
and in the social life that grows up around that process. Let 
us not forget that, although man depends on the resources 
of the material world for his life, he cannot be their slave, 
but he must be their master. The words of the book of 
Genesis, "Fill the earth and subdue it" (Genesis 1:28), are 
in a sense a primary and essential directive in the field of 
economy and labor policy. 

18. HUMANITY as a whole, and the individual nations, 
have certainly, made remarkable progress in this field 
during the last 100 years. But it is a field in which,there is 
never ;.any lack of systematic threats and violations of 
human rights. Disturbing factors are frequently present in 
the forjn of the frightful disparities between excessively 
rich individuals and groups on the one hand, and on the 
other band the majority made-up of the poor or indeed of the 
destitute, who lack food and opportunities for work and 
education and are in great numbers condemned to hunger 
and disease. And concern is also caused at times by the 
radical separation of work from property, by man's in­
difference to the production enterprise to which he is linked 
only by a work obligation, without feeling that he is working 

for a good that will be his or" for himself. It is no secret that 
the abyss separating the minority of the excessively rich 
from the multitude of the destitute is a very grave symptom 
in the life of any society. 

This must also be said with even greater insistence with 
regard to the abyss separating countries and regions of the 
earth. Surely the only way to overcome this serious 
disparity between areas and satiety and areas of hunger 
and depression is through coordinated cooperationby all 
countries, This requires 2bov*e all else a unity inspired by 
an authentic perspective of ifeace. Everything will depend 
on whether these differenceMnd contrasts in the sphere of 
the possession of goods yap be systematically reduced 
through truly effective m n s , on whether the belts of 
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hunger, malnutrition, destitution, underdevelopment, 
disease and illiteracy will'disappear from the economic 
map of the earth, and on wheffier peaceful cooperation will 
avoid imposing conditions*of exploitation and economic or 
political dependence, which would only be a form of 
neocolonialism. 

19. I would now like to draw attention to a second 
systematic threat to man in his inalienable rights in the 
modern world, a threat which constitutes no less a danger 
than the first to the cause of peace. I refer to the various 
forms of injustice in the field of the spirit. 

MAN CAN indeed be wounded in his inner relationship 
with truth, in his conscience||n his most personal belief, in 
his view of the world, in his r(|igious faith, and in the sphere 
of what are known as civil l&rt ies . Decisive for these last 
is equality of rights withouMliscrimination on grounds of 
origin, race, sex, nationalitlpreligion, political convictions 
and the like. Equality of riJBits; means the exclusion of the 
various forms of privileglnQr some and discrimination 
against others, whether met.are people born in the same 
country or people from d i^ r en t backgrounds of history, 
nationality, race and ideoloffl: 

For centuries the thrust)^} "civilization has been in one 
direction: that of giving 14ie, life of individual political 
societies a form in which tht >ecan be fully safeguarded the 
objective rights of the spirit1, of human conscience and of 
human creativity, including^man's relationship with God. 
Yet in spite of this we still see in this field recurring threats 
and violations, often with tie jwssibility of appealing to a 
higher authority or of obtaining an effective remedy. 

Besides the acceptance of legal formulas safeguarding 
the principle of the freedQih.- of the human spirit, such as 
freedom of thought and expression, religious freedom, arid 
freedom of conscience, structures of social life often exist in 
which the practical exercise of these freedoms condemns 
man, in fact if not formally, "to become a second-class or 
third-class citizen, to see* compromised his chances of 
social advancement, his prolessional career or his access to 
certain posts of responsibility, and to lose even the 
possibility of educating his'children freely. It is a question 
of the highest importance that in internal social life, as well 
as in international life, all;, human beings in every nation 
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and country should be able to enjoy effectively their full 
rights under any political regime or system. 

ONLY THE safeguarding of this real completeness of 
rights for every human being without discrimination can 
ensure peace at its very roots. 

20. With regard to religious freedom, which I, as Pope, 
am bound to have particularly at heart, precisely with a 
view of safeguarding peace, I would like to repeat here, as a 
contribution to respect for man's spiritual dimension, some 
principles contained in the Second Vatican Council's 
declaration. "Dignitatis Humanae:" "In accordance with 
their dignity, ̂ 11 human beings, because they are persons, 
that is, beings endowed with reason and free will and 
therefore bearing personal responsibility, are both im­
pelled by their nature and bound by a moral obligation to 
seek the truth, especially religious truth. They are also 
bound to adhere to the truth once they come to know it and 
to direct their whole lives in accordance with its demands" 
("Dignitatis Humanae," 2). 

"The practice of religion of its very nature consists 
primarily of those voluntary and free internal acts by which 
a human being directly sets his course towards God. No 
merely human power can either command or prohibit acts 
of this kind. But man's social nature itself requires that he 
gives external expression to his internal acts of religion, 
that he communicate with others in religious matters and 
that he profess his religion in community" ("Dignitatis 
Humanae," 3). 

THESE WORDS touch the very substance of the question. 
They also show how even the confrontation between the 
religious view of the world and the agnostic or even 
atheistic view, which is one of the signs of the times of the 
present age, could preserve honest and respectful human 
dimensions without violating the essential rights of con­
science of any man or woman living on earth. 

Respect for the dignity of the human person would seem 
to demand that, when the exact tenor of the exercise of 
religious freedom is being discussed or determined with a. 
view to national laws or international conventions, the in­
stitutions that are by their nature at the service of religion 
should also be brought in. If this participation is omitted, 
there is a danger of imposing, in so intimate a field of man's 
life, rules or restrictions that are opposed to his 

21. The United Nations organization has proclaimed 1979 
the Year of the Child. In the presence of the representatives, 
of so many nations of the world gathered here, I wish to ex­
press the joy that we all find in children, tRfe springtime of«' 
life, the anticipation of the future history of each of our 
present earthly homelands. No country on earth, no 
political system can think of its own future otherwise than -
through the image of these new generations that_wifl 
receive from their parents the manifold heritage of values, 
duties and aspirations of the nations to which they belong 
and of the whole human family. Concern for the child, even 
before birth, from the first moment of conception and then 
throughout the years of infancy and youth, is the primary 
and fundamental test of the relationship of one human 
being to another. 

AND SO, what better wish can I express for every nation 
and the whole of mankind, and for all the children of the 
world than a better future in which respect for human, 
rights will become a complete reality throughout the third 
millennium, which is drawing near. 

22. But in this perspective we must ask ourselves whether 
there will continue to accumulate over the heads of this new 
generation of children the threat of common extermination 
for which the means arc ;.. ' hand:; cf the modern states, 
especially the major world powers. Are the children to 
receive the arms race from us as a necessary inheritance? 
How are we to explain this unbridled race? 

The ancients said: Si vis pacem, para bellum. But can our 
age still really believe that the breathtaking spiral of ar­
maments is at the service of world peace? In alleging the 
threat of a potential enemy, is it really not rather the in­
tention to keep for oneself a means of threat, in order to get 
the upper hand with the aid of one's own arsenal of destruc­
tion? Here too it is the human dimension of peace that tends 
to vanish in favor of ever new possible forms of im­
perialism. 

It must be our solemn wish here for our children, for the 
children of all the nations on earth, that this point will never 
be reached. And for that reason I do not cease to pray to 
God each day so that in his mercy He may save us from so 
terrible a day. 

23. At the close of this address, I wish to express once 
more before all the high representatives of the states who 
are present a word of esteem and deep love for all the 
peoples, all the nations of the earth, for all human com­
munities. Each one has its own history and culture. I hope 
that they will live and grow in the freedom and truth of their 
own history. For that is the measure of the common good of 
each 0ne of them. I hope that each person will live and grow 
strong with the moral force members as citizens. 

I hope that the state,authorities, while respecting the just 
rightsof each citizen, will enjoy the confidence of all for the 
common good. I hope that all the nations, even, the smallest, 
even those that do notsyet enjoy full sovereignty, and those, 
that have been foEqibly robbed of it, wilt meet i n ^ u l l . 
equality with the others in the United Nations organisation. 
I hope that the 'United Nations will ever remain the 
supreme forum of peace and justice, the authentic seat of 
freedom of peoples and individuals in Iheir longing for a 
better future. £JGO \t baekHsza. in tkzwoO 


