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the United Nations organization could be faced with the
• threat of a new destruction.
This is what would happen if the simple yet powerful eloquence of the Universal declaration of Human Rights were
decisively subjugated by what is wrongly called political interest, but often really means no more than one-sided gain
and advantage to the detriment of others, or a thirst for
power regardless of the needs of others — everything which
by its n a t u r e is opposed to the spirit of the declaration.
Political interest understood in this sensed if you will pardon
me, ladies and gentlemen, dishonors the noble and difficult
mission of your service for the good of your countries and of
all humanity.
10. Fourteen years ago my great predecessor Pope Paul
VI spoke from this podium. He spoke memorable words,
which I desire to repeat today: "No more war, w a r never
again! Never one against the other," or even "one above
the other," but always, on every occasion "with each
other."
Paul VI was a tireless servant of the cause of peace. I
wish to follow him with all my strength and continue his service. The Catholic Church in every place on earth proclaims a message of peace, prays for peace, educates for
peace. This purpose is also shared by the representatives

'The pre-eminence of the
values of the spirit defines the
proper
sense of
earthly
material goods and the proper
way to use them. This preeminence is therefore at the
basis of a just peace.'
and followers of other churches and communities and of
other religions of the world, and. they have pledged
themselves to it. In union with efforts by all people of good
will, this work is certainly bearing fruit. Nevertheless we
a r e continually troubled by the a r m e d conflicts that break,
out from time to time. How grateful we a r e to the Lord
when a direct intervention succeeds in avoiding such a conflict, as in the case of the tension that last year threatened
Argentina and Chile.
IT IS my fervent hope that a solution also to the Middle
E a s t crises m a y draw nearer. While being prepared to

-recognize the value of any concrete step or attempt made to
settle the conflict, I want to recall that it would have no
value if it did not truly represent the first stone of a general
overall peace in the a r e a , a peace that, being necessarily
based on equitable recognition of the rights of all, cannot
fail to include the consideration and just settlement of the
Palestinian question.
Connected with this question is that of the tranquillity, independence and territorial integrity of Lebanon within the
formula that has m a d e it an example of peaceful and
mutually fruitful coexistence between distinct communities, a formula that I hope will, in the common interest, be maintained, with the adjustments required by the
developments of the situation. I also hope for a special
statute that, under international guarantee — a s my
predecessor Paul VI indicated — would respect the particular nature of Jerusalem, a heritage sacred to the
veneration of millions of believers of the three great monotheistic religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
We a r e troubled also by reports of the development of
weaponry exceeding in quality and size the m e a n s of w a r
and destruction ever known before. In this field also we a p plaud the decisions and agreements aimed at reducing the
a r m s race. Nevertheless, the life of'humanity today is
seriously endangered by the threat of destruction and by
the risk arising even from accepting certain tranquillizing
reports. And the resistance to actual concrete proposals of
real disarmament, such as those called for by this,
assembly in a special session last year, shows that together
with the will for peace that all profess and that most desire
there is also in existence — perhaps in latent or conditional
form but nonetheless real — the contrary and the negation
of this will.
THE CONTINUAL preparations for war demonstrated
by the production of ever more numerous, powerful and
sophisticated weapons in various countries show that there
is a desire to be ready for war, and being ready means being able to s t a r t it; it also m e a n s taking the risk that
sometime-, somewhere, somehow, someone can set in motion the terrible mechanism of general destruction.
11. It is therefore necessary to m a k e a continuing and
even more- energetic effort to do away with the very
pdssibility/ of provoking war, and to m a k e such
catastrophes impossible by influencing ;the attitudes and
convictions, the very intentions and aspirations of govern-,
ments and peoples. This duty, kept constantly in mind by
the United Nations organization and each of its institutions,
must^also be a duty-for every society, every regime, every
government: This task is certainly served by initiatives
aimeti a t international 1 cooperation'for the fostering of
development: As Paul-VI said a t ' t h e ' e n d of his encyclical
"Populorum Progressio'':,')If. the new n a m e for peace is
development, who would not wish to labor for it with all his
powers?**

However, this task must also be served by constant
reflection and activity aimed at discovering the very roots

of hatred, destructivfiness and contempt — the roots of
everything that produces the temptation to war, not so
much in the hearts of the nations as in the inner determination of the systems that decide the history of whole
societies. In this titanic labor of building up the peaceful
future of our planet the United Nations organization has undoubtedly a key function and guiding role, for which it must
refer to the just ideals contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. For this declaration has struck a real
blow against the many deep roots of war, since the spirit of
war, in its basic primordial meaning, springs up and grows
to maturity where the inalienable rights of man are
violated.
THIS IS a new and deeply relevant vision of the cause of
peace, one that goes deeper and is more radical. It is a vision that sees the genesis, and in a sense the substance, of
war in the more complex forms emanating from injustice
viewed in all its various aspects; this injustice first attacks
human rights and thereby destroys the organic unity of the
social order and it then affects the whole system of international relations. Within the Church's doctrine, the encyclical " P a c e m in T e r r i s " by John XXIII provides in synthetic form a view of this m a t t e r that is very close to the
ideological foundation of the United Nations organization.
This must therefore form the basis to which one must loyally and perseveringly adhere in order to establish true peace
on earth.
,
12. By applying this criterion we must diligently examine

which principal tensions' in connection with the inalienable
rights of man can weaken the construction of this peace
which we all desire so ardently and which is the essential

goal of the efforts of the United Nations organization. It is
not easy, but it must b s done. Anyone who undertakes it
must take up a totally c bjective position and be guided by
sincerity, readiness to acknowledge one's prejudices and
mistakes and readiness even to renounce one's own
particular interests, including any of these interests. It is,
by sacrificing these interests for the sake of peace that we
serve them best.^After all, in whose political interest can it
ever be to have another w a r ?
Every analysis must necessarily start from the premise
that — although each person lives in a particular concrete
social and historical context — every human being is endowed with a dignity that must never be lessened, impaired
or destroyed but m u s t instead be respected and safeguarded, if peace is really to be built up.
13. IN A MOVEMENT that one hopes will be progressive
and continuous, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the other international and national juridical instruments are' endeavoring to create general awareness of
the dignity of the h u m a n being, and to define at least some
of the inalienable rights of man. Permit m e to enumerate
some of the most important human rights that a r e universally recognized: the right to life, liberty and security of person; the right to food, clothing, housing, sufficient health
care, rest and leisure; the right to freedom of expression,
education and culture; the right to manifest one's religion
either individually or in community, in public or in private;
the right to choose a state of life, to found a family and to enjoy all conditions necessary for family life; the right to
property and work, to adequate working conditions and a
just wage; the right of assembly and association; the right
to freedom of movement, to internal and external migration; the right to nationality and residence; the right to
political participation and the right to participate in the
free choice of the political system of the people to which one

belongs. All these human rights taken together are in keep-

ing with the substance of the dignity of the human being,
understood in his entirety, not a s reduced i o one dimension
only. These rights concern the satisfaction of man's essential needs, the exercise of his freedoms, and his relationships with others; but always and everywhere they concern
man, they concern m a n ' s full human dimension.
14. Man lives a t the s a m e time both in the world of
material values and in that of spiritual values. For the individual living and hoping man, his needs, freedoms and
relationships with others never concern one sphere of
values alone, but belong to both. Material and spiritual
realities m a y be viewed separately in order to understand
better that in the concrete human being they a r e inseparable, and to see that any threat to human rights,
whether in the field of material realities or in that of
spiritual realities, is equally dangerous for peace, since in
every instance it concerns man in his entirety. P e r m i t m e ,
distinguished ladies and gentlemen, to recall a constant
rule of the history of humanity, a rule thatjis implicitly contained in all that I have already stated with regard to integral development and human rights.
The rule is based on the relationship between spiritual
values and material or economic values; In this relationship, it is the spiritual values that a r e pre-eminent, both on
account of the nature of these values and also for reasons
concerning the good of man. The pre-eminence of the
values of the spirit defines the proper sense of earthy
material goods and the way to use them. This pre-eminence
is therefore at the basis of a just peace. It is also a contributing factor to ensuring that material development,
technical development and the development of civilization
a r e at the service of what constitutes man. This means
enabling man to have full access to truth, to moral development, and to the complete possibility of enjoying the goods
of culture which he has inherited, and of increasing them by
his own creativity.
IT IS EASY to see that material goods do not have
unlimited capacity for satisfying the needs of m a n : they
a r e not in themselves easily distributed and, in the relationship between those who possess and enjoy them and those
who are without them, they give rise to tension, dissension
and division that will often even turn into open conflict.
Spiritual goods, on the other hand, a r e open to unlimited enjoyment by many at the same time, without diminution of
the goods themselves. Indeed, the more people s h a r e in
such goods, the more they a r e enjoyed and drawn upon, the
more then do those goods show their indestructible and immortal worth. This truth is confirmed, for example, by the
works of creativity — I mean by the works of thought,
poetry, music, and the figurative a r t s , fruits of m a n ' s
spirit.
15. A critical analysis of our modern civilization shows
that in the last 100 years it has contributed a s never before
to the development of material good, but that it has also"
given rise, both in theory and still more in practice, to a
series of attitudes in which sensitivity to the spiritual
dimension of human existence is diminished to a g r e a t or
less extent, a s a result of certain premises which reduce the
meaning of human life chiefly to the many different
material and economic factors — I mean to the demands of
production, the market consumption, the accumulation of
riches or of the growing bureaucracy with which an attempt is made to regulate these very processes. Is this not
the result of having subordinated man to one single conception and sphere of values?
16. What is the link between these reflections and the
cause of peace and war? Since, as I have already stated,
material goods by their very nature provoke conditionings
and divisions, the struggle to obtain these goods becomes
inevitable in the history of humanity. If we cultivate this
onesided subordination of m a n to material goods alone, we
shall be incapable of overcoming this state of need. We
shall be able to attenuate it and avoid it in particular cases,
but we shall not succeed in eliminating it systematically
and radically, unless we emphasize more and pay greater
honor, before everyone's eyes, in the sight of every society,
to the second dimension of the goods of m a n : the dimension
that does not divide people but puts them into communication with each other, associates them and unites
them.
I CONSIDER that the famous opening iwords of the Charter of the United Nations, in which the pebples of the United
Nations, determined to save succeeding generations from
the scourge of war solemnly reaffirmed faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity a n d worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of m e n a n d women and of
nations large and small, a r e meant to stress this dimension.
Indeed, the fight against incipient wars cannpt.be carried
out on a merely superficial level, by treating the symptoms.
It must be done in a radical way, by attacking.the causes.
The reason I have called attention to the dimension constituted by spiritual realities is my concern for the cause of
peace, peace which is built up by men arid1 women uniting
around what is most fully and profoundly muhan, around
\vhat rises them above'the world about them and determines their indestructible grandeur—fiidestructible in spite
of the death to which everyone cfo earth is^subject.
I would like to^add that the CathoEc Church and, I think I
can say, the whole of Christianity sees I n thlS very domain

its own particular task. The SecohdVatican Council helped
to establish What the Christian faith has4n£ommon with the
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various' non-Christian 'religions in this' aspiration. The
church is therefore grateful to all whh s t o w ' respect and
good will with regard to this mission of'hers and do not imJftAA
,. _ ; J
*
iF/*bun lo aaeti lu'lyjbsq arfj bne lodei ,fcieo"i ,rilis9fi ,9-iulim

