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In America

What have I got against
the “guidelines,™ everybody

el

wants to- lmow "Kﬁerwall;v .

- they are justa
way of seeing
that those
. who receive
the sacrame-
nts .~ are
“properly pr-
epared” to
receive the
sacraments.

My problem I guess, lies
in the words “properly
prepared.” Who is to say
what is preparation for a
sacrament and when that
preparation is proper. If the
American guidelines were
imposed in Italy or in
France, there wouldn’t be
any marriages or con-
firmations or baptisms. Who
decided that it was harder to
be a Catholic in this country
than in those countries?

So what I have against the
guidelines is that they are an
attempt to force people to be
Cathohc and an attempt to

a single model of
what “Cathollc is. The
guideline enthusiast priests
and bishops tell Catholic lay
people, in effeet, “we know
what a Catholic is and unless
you measure- up to our
definition of Catholic, you
can’t have the sacraments!”

What appalls me about
this new “canon law” is not
only that it is far more rigid
than the existing code, it also
violates the rights which
Christians are guaranteed
under the existing code.

So,: too, the relationship
between Ged -ard-a-human
“soul.” God works on the
soul with grace and through

the Holy Spirit - or to use -

less expioitive terms, God
expresses his love to the soul
through grace and through
the Holy Spirit. The nature
and the faith of the in-
vitation and response in
such a devine love affair
varies from person to
person. In one state of the
“romance” for a given
person, love may not be
revealed in any church
attendance. at all, while for
another person it might be
revealed in daily com-
munion reception. Unless
the scriptural injunction
“Judge not that you be not
judged” has been completely
repealed by the guidelines
maniacs, nobody but God
and perhaps the individual
person is capable of judging
how the soul’s love affair
with God is developing. You
cannot budget the Holy
Spirit’s time by ad-
ministrative guidelines. He
still blows whither he will,
ecclesial functionaries to the
contrary  notwithstanding.
Nor can you measure out
the flow of grace on a six
month or six week schedule.
Nor, finally, can you reduce

" the love between God and
. the human person to a single

model, a rigidly clericalist
model at that, -

Who is a Catholic? The
code takes a very minimalist
position, as I understand:
you are’Catholic if you were
baptized a\Catholic and have
not formally left the church.
Furthermore, if you are a
Catholic; you have a right to
the sacraments. The
guidelines maniacs,
however, have a.much more
narrow and rigid definition
of Catholic and are
cheerfully ready to-deny the
sacraments to those who
don’t ' fheasure up to their
definition. I am against the

guidelines -because ;they are
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an- attempt “to impo nnpose a

single - model of - a
- Catholic; peiny

Church today.

and -an -un-
" canonical model at that, on
everyone in the Américan-

“church and “constiain the

Catholic’ “laity to honor that

.model or be denied the
sacrarfients? fo which they -

have a right. I know of no
more gross violation of
human rights - going on
anywhere in -the Cathohc

- A§ far as I can out,
fromrboth the scriptures and

Christian traditions, faith is °
aglftsandxtrsa]soalovef

affair;- a- relationship “bet~
ween a human being: and
God rematkably 'paralleled
by the relationship between
a man and a woman. Such
relationships, as anybody
knows who has Béen in one

or watched one, have a -

dynamic and a process of
their own; their growth can
neither be constrained nor
accelerated by extcmal
pressures.
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PIAN? & ORGAN STUDIO
Quality You Can Hear. .. and See
Rent A Brand New Baldwin For Your Chiid

Let Your Chiid Play the Best
At the End of the Rental Period,
You Tell Us if its Worth It!

Tuning/Repair available for any make piano.

3400 Monroe Ave.
near Loews Theatre
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Pittsford Colony
381-7930

_Why pay postage? Phone-for free.« ~-
“Why use the car? Your voice will do |

Save time and money. call RSB’s Pay-By-
Phone. Payments are made only to
merchants and others (300 of them) you
authorize us in advance to pay. '

Automatic :
Fixed bills, like car payments can be
handled automatically—no need to call.
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Become A Wine Connoisseur In An Heur

Gold Seal Vineyards, inc., founded in 1865, is well worth
a visit to see the wise, time-tested methods used in one
of the finest and most scenic wineries in North America.

First stop on your. tour will-be the wood-paneled
reception room and a display of ledgers.and awards
dating from 1881. You will be met by a guide and shown
a film, “Make it an Occasion” following grapes from the
vine to wine.

Next, you'll tour through much of the winery. You'll

“"'walk deep in the wine caves among the century-oid wood

TOUR HOURS .
September thru June -2 A M. 1o 1TA.M.. 1 P.M. tod P.M.
Tours on Saturdays, Sundays.and Holidays May - October
Special Sunday Mours — 12 Noon to 4 P.M.

We'll'Pay You -

fransactions.
24-Hour Service

263-2590. -

RSB pays you 5.50% annual interest from
day-of-deposit to day-of-withdrawal on
Pay-By-Phone monthly deposits. No |
service charge with a $2,000 minimum:
balance. Otherwise, just $2.00 per month:

Receive monthly a completely descripi
five record of all your Pay-By-Phone

Act Now. No minimum deposit required.
Sign up today at any area office, or call

PAY-BY-PHONE
LIMITED TIME OFFER—

Sign up for Pay-By-Phone-
during October and pay
no service charge for the
rest of 1979 regardiess of
minimum balance
requirements.

aging casks. Next, through a network of stone cavern
champagne vaults built into the hillsldes and back to
see the bottling and production.area.

Finally, there is a beautiful terrace overlooking Keuka
Lake. Here, at a mammoth wine testing bar, you w‘III
savor and enjoy many of our winas. You'll learn which
wines are right for which meals, and why.

So pay us a visit. You may not end up knowlng as
much about wine as we do, but you'il certainly surprise
your friends.

Gold Seal — Rt. 54A,
& Miles North of Hammondsport




