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Churches Seen Divided on Zimbabwe Rhodésza

I Prwdent Carter is feeling for the Amencan pulse -

on foreign .as well as domestic issues, he is finding a =

confusing _beat within organized rehglon on US.
relations with Zimbabwe Rhodesia.

Rarely are
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extent on the issues dividing them. These issues are
perhaps best summarized in a 1978 congressional
measure called the Case-Javits amendment (named for
its sponsors, Senators Clifford Case, R-N.J. and Jacob
Javits, R-N.Y.).

by the World Council of Church&s Program to
Combat Racism. While the WCC coritends that the
money was only for humanitarian ald, ‘critics see it as
political endorsement of pro-Marxist terronsts :

American Congress said that the president should lift the In response to such criticism, Dr.. . Philip Potter,
religious people and groups so : ; ; general secretary of the World Councll, reoently
o sanctions when Rhodesia had a freely elected
foreign pohcy issue of indirect ' i ian violence,” and he cited reports that both the bisho
i h negotiate with armed Zimbabwean liberation ; M Y
' % - ‘?:élaonaonmt;rh&:tth;s tth:yUarSe movements based in neighboring countries. - and Mr. Sithole have “private armies,”
18 ' shou)l’d lift economic sanctions President Carter said those conditions have not been: The United Methodlst Church is partlcularly torn
: against the African country. met by the Muzorewa government or the constitution by the situation in Zimbabwe Rhodésia. Acrimony
under which it operates. The same conclusion was exists on many levels within the 9.6 ‘million member
gb Wﬁld In some quarters, the dispute reached by the Governing Board of the National ;.  genomination on the interrelated issues of lifting
p.m., is pitting grassroots thinking Council of Churches, the U.S. Catholic Conference, - sanctions and of supporting Bishop Muzorewa
, against church experts on Lutheran World Mmlstrm the 1979 Gcneral :
- international affairs. For Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church, and the.; Speaking for a considerable number of United -~
8~ are example, in June, 11 of the  United Methodist Board of Church and Society among ' Methodists, the Dallasbased United Methodist
3 award- United Methodist Church’s regional conferences other groups. : Reporter has insisted that the bishop’s: government is
‘ocus on i pointedly _ di with a Washington-based The American- Jevnsh Committee is one of the few “already more representative... than many which are
| famine, denominational agency that had backed continuation ntzlm%réal -level a%encxes that hals1 plﬁ})hcly 2}greed with *. recognmsﬁdmedbb)II‘I thevlvl Sl; 83ﬂopll)(osglg vxewpomtfwgs
age. This of the sanctions. the Senate resolution urging the lifting of sanctions. = expr y New Wor ook, the magazine of the
1ginclude American religious knowledge of and feeling about But various regional organizations, including 11 - United Methodist Board of“Global Ministries. That
hau. Ed Zimbabwe Rhodesia run high for at least two reasons: United Methodist Conferences spread across the .  publication said editorially: “Reluctahtly. — because,
. country, want to end the sanctions. This view is shar after all, a brother Uni e ishop who we .
’ Religious organizations have been in the forefront t t o end the sanctions. Thi hared fter all, a brother United Methodist bish h
of efforts to assure that U.S. policy toward the former b)i. n_umero%sﬁmd_mdual religious leaders and by some _greatly adllnge has been Sllgcted t§>er1me r?mlsttleru— \zg
. religious publications must conclude that it would not be wise for the Unit
S athor illion biack o Trom 1585 nntl Tume ct?ri?ugfygasr y Religious advocates for keeping the sanctions claim States to drop sanctions at this time.”
that the constitution of Zimbabwe esia was not : .
be Me,” E;nigoglutg ’,L"c"grblgsggfgmwgg treggggdglgggggglrlaaggg ratified by majority vote but by the small white . Some United Methodists in the U‘.S..also wonder
el B ot theicme nd many v clcorte and proervee e fco whic swromucy | hethr, Bhop Mugoows, can rovide et
. person’s L ; ' €s¢ advocates point out that of the seats in the ¢ . L . . N .
gscyeral key participants in the unfolding saga of 20y OR G RO ey a5 prime. miiser of = volatle country. The prime
tions. R. Catholic ahd P % ta tgl leaders ir elected by whites, who constitute only four percent of =~ Minister’s church-relationship seems to be less of an
nec 0n§. O-Ina - t oo IC_an !'0 estant leaders n the ulatlon 'fhe Obcc[ 10 wht Y trol of *he issue within Zimbabwe RhOdCSI.a than itism the West.
| formats Rhodesia (Zimbabwe is the African name for the ¢ pop - 11Cy ODJECt to white con L : : v v |
. TIH > His pre-election popularity with much of the black
tirement, country) were among the staunchest critics of the military, and tend to agree with Mr. Sithole’s charge lati ed to be based his
ant former all-white government in Salisbury, the capital that the first parliament election was rigged in favor of ~ Population appeared to more on his record as
i city ’ Bishop lIéluzorewa’s party, the United African . Etlriggtzggﬁl:)srtl gg%;:;sco rg:g;{bershlp in the large Shona
, ) . . National Council :
ams and For _example,. Roman Catholic ‘Blshop Donal In short, supporters of continued U. S sanctions say ) - o
1arge by Lamont of Umtali, a native of Ireland, was expelled in Contrary to some reports, Bishop Muzorewa has no
isize en- 1977 for opposing racist policies. The black prime that blacks in Zimbabwe Rhodesia are not much better large base of support as head of the United Methodist
” . PO minister who came to power with a multi-racial off under the new government than under the old. Church of Rhgdesi a. His Church has only about
rork. z government in June is United Methodist Bishop Abel Blishpp L? F’or;tfotsl-]:m%xéfd egrelate, shares that con- 37,000 members, and is even smaller than a second
T. Muzorewa. He is US.-educated, and his smail ~ ClUSION, aticast! gree. . Methedist denomination, of British origin, in Zim-
Rhodesian church is an organic part of the American- f Allow;d tcl) rgu;m hto Sahsbl&rg fl?r tttrllrecl:\_/I weeks in babwe Rhodesia.
based United Methodist denomination. One of the une and early July, he remarked that the Muzorewa
bishop’s leading political opponents in Zimbabwe  government was “unrepresentative and unjust. No more than 20 to 25 percent of the Rhodesian
Rhodesia is another U.S.-educated minister, the Rev. Religious advocacy for ending the sanctions often people are Christian. Most adhere td tribal religions.
he housing Ndabaningi Sithole, of the United Church of Christin  cites the need to support Bishop Muzorewa in peaceful About half of the Christians are Roman Catholic and
ts of public ] Rhodesia. c efforts toward g[e.lnume democracy in Zimbabwe half Protestant, mostly Anglican. , ¢
opened- in 5 Furthermore, Preisdent Carter and Congress  Rhodesia. Give the Muzorewa government “every L _ o ‘
disagree in pnnclple on keeping or lifting the economic chance to prove itself,” pleaded the widely circulated What prominence the United Methodist Church has
sanctions, and press coverage of this contest has no United Methodist Reporter newspaper chain in May, in Zimbabwe Rhodesia is the result of historic
p 4
was the first doubt intensified grassroots awareness of Zimbabwe reflecting a more grassroots view of the proper U.S. missionary efforts strong in the field of education. The
for Elmira Rhodesia. course. ghxgg(}:xl“kaﬁ (g);xdven atllarge ltraclzzte%f lelllnd fiear Olthmtz}h
S : in a f R y Ceci es, who colon teateamteeary
. [rogeii;ffuisnaélégcé‘m%gmpe?%i?xcggénm trad%w 3?3] “We are distressed that our American government 20th century. Sections of that tract were later ex-
;ngwmby Rhodesia for the pa’st 14 years was part of a United has elected not to l_'egggnize the new government in changed for other land to be used as mission stations
1, daughters Nations’ plan to press for majority rule in the former ~ Zimbabwe Rhodesia,” Jerry Ballard, head of the and SChOOIS .
Eflfeﬁlem“gf colony. The advent of -the Muzorewa government “thﬂd Relief Cgmmi;s:gn of totl“j I\llatw%al Asgomatnon A wal US. d bout lifting th
: ed the U.S. Senate to ask the president to lift the of Evangelicals said in mid-July. “Somehow our ny eventua ecision abeut lifting the
Mrs. Emily bt e o & P rimarily on the president has confused politics and human concern.” economic sanctions against Zimbabwe Rhodesia will
N Y. sanctions. Mr. Carter ref'f‘sed’ g : yl dd be influenced in part by what the United Kingdom
[ such action laid down ) ) . -
f the Eryoéggsg,‘;ﬁti&?fﬁ%dﬁfgt’&ﬁrmet Persons on both sides of the sanctions question decides. There have .been strong hints that the
;?élNgtional A s for and against the sanctions are acknowledge that Bishop Muzorewa’s position is government of Prime Minister Margdret Thatcher is
the Ad- li rgulmen e d hga nitarian, and both pro complicated by the existence of a coaltion of Zim- more open to recognizing the Muzorewa government
political, economic and huma babwean liberation movements known as the Patriotic than is Washington. Britain hopes for changes
ored People d con facti ligious or secular, agree to a large ] Ia T ch
) os @ beard and con factions, religious or £r Front. Led by Robert Magabe and Joshua Nkomo, the ~  removing some of .the privileges for whites in the
olic Family Patriotic Front considers Bishop Muzorewa a pawn of constitution of Zimbabwe Rhodesia.
S0 was a the white minority and has vowed to bring-down the
il 604, the new government by force. MWhﬂe no African nanﬁ)n hasldrecoginzed thﬁ,
uzorewa government, the wor at large wi
gffkérg tcl}: Under the bishop, the Salisbury government has probably go eguong with tv’vhatever Britain and t%e U.S.
for Elmira, continued its way against the Patriotic Front, which is decide. The stakes are high: Will liftihg or not lifting
sighborhood supplied in part by the Soviet Union and other Marxist ~ the sanctions preserve human life ‘and guarantee
irect(_)ls, and states. Rehglous attltudes tOWard the Contlnulng freedom to a whole people? That is t&he fundamantal
'cia:i%n‘ }‘)’2 military conflict are %OHII)DllcalCd ll:))’ COHIF%VCITSY Over  question before nations and churches as they confront
, t an $85,000 grant to the Patriotic Front made last year -~ the political issues.
ion Society. : :
/ . : " .
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this' summier, the organization reported.
Projects :which €n; summer volunteers, in
Appalachia and theSouth, range from car-
peniry and plumbing to-Bible school and
recreation programs:-for disadvantaged

ugoillngstep's; The volunteer operation was begun -

S-UE S R

. Adults $3:50; Children $1:75 |

Your Bulis Coupop.

you less.

furniture that costs

—SAVE— / ‘SUK.72-5 Mok -Fri10-0-Sat, iasvzo

540 WhltnEy Rd.

{corner Wh:tney & Balfd Fairport)

385-1262
—SAVE—

o onb it

L R R R s

D e e ————

SRR SR

R O N 2 R P e T B ety S S T O R Lo U

SRR DR R

|

S T S 2 o

‘,




