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Heroic Chaplain

Father Peter Rogers, OMI, of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in New
Orleans, rescues an elderly woman from a blazing apartment house. Such
duties are routine for Father Rogers, who serves as chaplain for the city’s
police and fire departments. In addition to his work as parish priest, he has
been answering emergency calls for 14 years. (RNS Photo)

The Church, 1979

By Father Andrew Greeley

Coping With
Lunatic
Legalism

Am I the only one who
sees the conflict between the
two most fashionable
current crazes
. in the Ameri-
can church —
“evangeliza-
tion> and
“guidelines™

On the one
hand we have
a bunch of
manic and ill-informed
enthusiasts running around
the country trying to
convert the “unchurched”
and reconvert the “fallen
away.” On the other hand,
we have another bunch of
lunatics running around the
country, formulating
elaborate, detailed and
moronic rules to regulate the
administration of the
sacraments. Bizarrely
enough, some of the
evangelization  enthusiasts
are also guideline en-
thusiasts.

I doubt that
evangelizers are going to
attract that many people to
the church, or back to the
church. But if they have any
success at all, the
evangelized are going to
promptly encounter a
system of “rule morality,”
‘more rigid, more demanding
and more inflexible than

" anything that has ever been

devised in the  previous
history of the church. You
attract people to the church
on the one hand, and then
you frighten them away
with inquisitorial rigorism
on the other. “Dumb” is the
only adjective I can think of
to describe such wildly
contradictory behavior. It
convinces me that con-
temporary Catholic clerics
are even. more ~poorly
educated than I thought
they were.

One éﬁideliné enthusiast

explained it to me this way: -

“If we are going to grant

annulfients on the grounds -
of psychelogical instability,

"then wé ‘simply have to
scree

n people befgre,
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Others ,will shop aroynd

marriage to determine that

they are psychologically
capable of getting married.”

The idea that it is the role
of the church or of the

parish  priest to
“psychologically screen”

* people who wish to marry is

uncharitable, un-Christian
and a violation of Canon
Law. But the guideline

_enthusiasts have imposed

regulations that make both
the old Canon Law and
Cardinal Pericle Felici’s
grotesque revised code look
in liberal
permissiveness. The
guideline nuts around the
country have, with a single
stroke of their pens (or a
single resolution of their
priest senate), revoked the
code of Canon Law and, as
far as I can see, revoked the
Sermon on the Mount, too.
They have turned, almost

without anyone noticing it,

American Catholicism into
the kind of detailed
Pharisaic oppression that
both ‘Jesus and St. Paul
condemned. And they
seemed to have gotten away
with it in the complete

absence of any resistance or
cven argumcnt.

,The recent issue of Aim
had an article which pur-
ports to present a
“moderate” view of the
guidelines. The perspective
of the author, who has in his
own personal ministry

" driven away many potential

returnees, is about as
moderate as the Talmud,
and yet as far as I can see n
one is complaining. :

Ironically, the new hyper-
legalism has seized control of
the American church
precisely at a time when a lot
of sometime-Catholics in
their middle-30s are getting
ready to drift back into the
church. They are
discovering a more
authoritarian, more un-
sympathetic, more in-
sensitive and -more op-
pressive church than the one
they left when they were in
their 20s, - .

The guidelines are, for the
most part, unenforceable. A
lot of Catholic laity will not
accept them and will simply
not receive the’ sacraments.

until they find priests who
refuse to apply the
guidelines. Still, we are going
to suffer enormous losses
because this new lunatic
legalism does not convince
priests, insecure about their
own masculinity and unable
to be gentle and sensitive
with those seeking to return,
that they are indeed acting
like real American males —
administrators applying
rules. With the guidelines
mania, American
Catholicism has deliberately
and consciously embarked
on the path, crushing the
bruised reed. It is' melan-
choly to think that many of
the guidelines nuts will not
even understand what that
last sentence means.

GOOD
NEWS!

Announcing A New And Exciting
Goncept In Bookselling

LOGOS BOOKSTORE

Otfering The Bast in Books
Dedicated To The Uplifting Of
The Human Spirit

lgi and llers”

At The Street Of Shoppes
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST
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FRAN and MARY PIERCE 663-5085

" Charities Sets
Annual Meeting

Bishop Matthew H. Clark
will address the 62nd annual
meeting of Catholic Charities
Friday evening at Genesee
Settlement House, 10 Dake
St. Before the 6:30 p.m. dinner
at the house, he will tour the
neighborhood.

Catholic Charities was
incorporated in 1917 and has
been a member &f the United
Community Chest since 1919.
Its affiliates are: Camp Stella
Maris,: Catholic Family
Center, Catholic Youth
Organization, Charles Set-
tlement House, DePaul
Chlinic, Genesee¢ Settlement
House, Kinship Group
Homes, Office of Family Life,
St. Ann’s Home and Heritage,
St. Elizabeth’s Guild and St.
Joseph’s Villa.

DCG Plans

* Participation

Elmira — The Elmira
Divorced, Separated and
Widowed Catholics will meet
Sunday, Sept. 16, for a trip to
the Mount
Monastery Fall Festival. The
group will assemble at the
north end of Sears parking lot
at 9 a.m., and travel to Mount
Saviour. The day will begin
with Mass at 10 a.m.

" Anyone desiring further
information may contact
Georgia Bottcher, 743 W.
Clinton St.

St. Charles Borromeo

DEWEY AVE.
PHARMACY

Prescription Specialists
COSMETICS—TOILETRIES
PHOTO FINISHING

2910 Dewey Avenue 865-2210
, LD N §

Beat The
COLD Weather

SEPTEMBER
INSTALLATION
SPECIAL

$990.”

GAS UNITTO
PRESENT DUCT
SYSTEM AND WIRING
COUNTY WIDE
EMERGENCY
HEATING

288-1330

345 Colbourne Rd.
Rochester, N.Y.
FREE Estimates

w
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Pre-arrangement of a funeral is wise planning.
This service, as well as pre-financing is”
available at YOUNGLOVE—SMITH FUNERAL
HOME INC. We have a booklet that will assist
you with this planning. Upon request we will
mail you a copy or feel free to phone anytime
for an appointment to discuss your pre-need

plans with our staff.

- YOUNGLOVE - SMITH
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1511 Dewey Avenue

458-6200

AND ALL DAY
SATURDAY
for service
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OUTDOOR GRILL RE!?MCEMENT
PARTS, COOKING GRIDS, BURNERS °
- LAVA ROCKS, CONVERSIONS

RKLA- -
-CHAR-BROIL
HARMGLOW-

' MANY OTHER POPULAR MAKES
K&M ROCHESTER CORP.
306 Norton St.

. - ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14621

544-5770

ED WING BALL PARK

PIANO & OR

You Tell Us
Tuning/Repair available

3400 Monroe Ave,
near Loews Theatre

| o
BALDWIN

Quality You Can Hear. .. and See
Rent A Brand New Baldwin For Your Child
Let Your Child Play the Best
At the End of the Rental Period,

GAN STUDIO

if its Worth it!

for any Ymake piano.
Pittsford Colony

381-7030

MOPEDS

AND SAVINGS
Forth to Work,

Lawn Mower Sales . . .

COMMON CENTS

s St

To and From the Campus, Back &

Arotind Town -on

Errands, or on the Camping Trip.

Choose from Indian Odyssey
Odyssey, Snark & Juili

Pittsford Moped & Mower
20 State St., Pittsford 586-8693

and Service Year 'Round

STILL THINK EAR

K 1332 Culver Rd.

Robert Swann Jeweler

654-9137 /

PIERCING HURTS?

It doesn’t. No, nobedy uses a cannon but the
process we use really is quite painless. Ask
us about our one piece, surgical stainless steel
ear piercing earrings. They now come in
fun shapes. Prices start at'only $7.95.

that your loved one daserves, with complete pe!

CULVERTON ADULT HOME
is geared to our residents,
their comfort their needs.
their interests.

Also available. spacious one
& two bedroom garden apart-
_ments designed for total
senior security and leisurely
living.

The Shire at Culverton Adult
Home & Village Apartments

for Senior Security and Leisurely Living
LMy

The Shire at Culverton Adult Home affers the kind of securii‘f& h\'éependence and cpavemence

rsonal care including:

vl R o [ty
N ecomcaspten P o B M Atsicats
~ Security Guards “ Social Activities Program “ mw
PN Detcious Meat PR Quiet Parkctike Grounds P Religions Services
Life at THE SHIRE AT

Tours Monday thru Friday
8:30 am. to 5:00 p.m. or by
appointment.

The dppr is always open at
The Shire at Cuiverton Adult
Home & Village Apartments

TEMPORARY " Please Call
RESIDENTS 467-4544
ARE WELCOME S.h,arona(_iubptt
2515 Culver Road, Rochester, New York 14609
TR o R SR PO 4,




