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Word for Sunday

By Father Albert Shamon

derstanding of the apostles
and said plainly, “Our friend
Lazarus is dead!”
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“Wisdom has buiit her
house, she has set up her

Jews took our Lord’s words
about eating literally. Had
our Lord not wanted them
to do this, He would have
corrected them. Yet, in this
instance, He not only does

‘not correct them, He re-

emphasizes what He had
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so begins said. When our Lord wanted
the first to be emphatic, He used the ”
reading.  cxpression “Let me solemnly ars ar essS mo ney'
God’s wisdom assure YOU.IfThendHe went
' on to say, “If you do not eat
é: 'Ilsthéhs v\zgrr% the flesh of the Son of Man , ] A
became flesh and drink his blood, you
to build the have no life in you.” As
house of the plain as all that! ‘
Church. He And lest there still be a

Fr.Shamon set her on the
seven columns of the
sacraments. The greatest of
these seven sacraments is the
Eucharist — more
vital to man’s spiritual life
than are food and drink to
his bodily life. So wisdom
calls, “Come, eat of my food,
and drink of the wine I have
mixed.”

Jesus tells us why in the
gospel: “If anyone eat this
bread, he shall live forever.”
But more, He telis us what
this bread is — “The bread 1

misunderstanding, our Lord
switched words. In Greek
there are two words for
eating: phagein, meaning “to
eat”, and trogein, meaning
“to crunch with one’s teeth.”
So our Lord said, we must
eat (phagein) His flesh; and
to make certain that there
was no mistaking what He
meant, He used the stronger
word for eating — trogein —
translated “feed.” “He who
feeds on my flesh..” For
John, what does all this
mean? It means that He is
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predr R » teaching the reality of the
will glvelsmy flesh. presence of Christ in the "
At this, the Jews  Eucharist DEQI'A 88

quarreled among them-
selves, saying, “How can he
give us his flesh to eat?”
Who quarreled? The Jews.
In John's gospel, this word
always meant the enemies of
Jesus. With whom did they
quarrel? With others among
themselves. Some argued,
“The man’s mad. What
absurdity! Are we to live
forever by eating the flesh of
a living man? Ridiculous!”

Others retorted, “He
doesn’t mean this literally.
There has to be another

The one we feed on is not
a dead Christ, but a Christ
who died and now . lives
forever. His sacrifice began
in time with His death on
Calvary; but it was finished
in eternity with His
ascension to the right hand
of the Father. And because

it was, Christ’s sacrifice is

abreast to all times for
eternity is timeless; and now
man can feed on an eternal
Christ!

The consequences of this
eating, this communion with
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