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Sentiment
Increasing

The drift back to church
reported in this column is
linked to

a drift back
__towards trad-
k7 itional Catho-
‘Ehc doctrine on
: abortion. H-
owever, the
drift seems to
be part of a
: .slow erosion
Fr.Greeley of support
among all
Americans for abortion.

Thus in the years 1975
and 1976, 39 percent of
Catholics approved abortion
when a woman ‘was single
and did not want to have the
child. In the *77-78 period,
that approval fell to 34
percent. Similarly, support
fell from 46 percent to 42
percent for abortion in the
case of a poor woman who
wanted no more children,
and from 80 percent to 76
percent in rape cases.

One must immediately
make a number of ob-
servations about these data:

1) The changes are
relatively small.

2) They are, however,
statistically significant.

3). The majority of
Catholics, however, still
approve legal abortions in
cas¢ of a threatened
defective child, rape, and a
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Anti-Abortion

risk to the mother’s health
(between threefourths to

four-fifths, depending on the

c1rcumstanees)

4) There are few dif-
ferences in these attitudes
between Catholics and non-
Catholics; the changes in
Catholic attitudes are
paralleled by changes in the
attitudes of other
Americans.

5) Thus the tide seems 40
be turning against abortion.

"6) But the tide has a long
way 1o go.

In such an emotional issue
as abortion, no researcher
can report findings, even
with all the above
qualifications, without
having his data distorted and
misinterpreted by self-
righteous zealots on both
sides. I ask that such folk do
not write or phone me
because I will not discuss the
issue with them.

For those interested in
responsible research I will go
on with more data:

In 1974, 55 percent of
Americans approved of
abortion when a poor
woman wanted no more
children. That percentage
has declined to 47 percent in
1979. In 1977, 50 percent of
the population approved of
abortion of unmarried
mothers. Last year the
percent approving fell to 41
percent. In 1977, 47 percent
of the population approved

of abortion for a married

woman who wanted no

proportion was 40 percent.

statistically significant.
Moreover, they represent a
dramatic reversal of a trend
which had been building
momentum since the late
1960s and particularly since
the .Supreme Court decision
inj 1972 overturning state
abortion laws. What has
habpened?

The reversal is too new, to
say with any confidence
what has caused it, par-
ticularly since the ideological
support for abortion has
minimized the publication of
such research findings and
the availability of fundsi to
seek explanations.

My guess is that the pro
abortion movement
become the victim of its own
arrogance and rhetorical
overkill. Confident that i
was riding the wave | of
history because it had a few
court decisions on its side, it
felt that the repugnahce
which most Americans ﬁeel
for abortion was going
away. It labeled the rlghtkto
life movement as extremiist,
and never considered the
possibility that m 'ny

Americans found it e en |

more extremist.

I don’t know where
abortion issue is going. I
would guess that it might
soon be possible to get a
constitutional amendment
forbidding abortion after the
first three months | of
pregnancy.

I must also comment that
it is encouraging to sec that
the other suie extremists
are cven more ‘coun-
terproductlve "than our owri.
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Two women of Nabasso, Mali, laugh at a squirming youngster dnrmg bath-
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age well. The Missionaries of A
Bernard Verspleren, a White Father and veteran of 24.years in the area,
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Bread Box

Kevin Monsroe, from St. Bernard’s Semmary, discussed therMacuspana,
Mexice and Operation Bread Box projects with members of the St. Agnes
Human Development Committee Andrea Brown (left), Marca Grattet and

Carla Ducc!.

Cancer Films Available

Films on cancer are
available to local clubs,
churches, organizations and
employe groups interested in
putting on an -educational
program on the disease.

_ Some of the. films are
“Breast Self-Examination,”
which shows the simple

technique of checking for
unusual lumbs or thickening -
in the breast;

“The Cancer
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Can a soft Itahan cheese fight inflation? Yes, it its
new, Alberté is today s best buy in ricotia and mozzay $
Alberto ricotta and mozzarella excitingly different in price. “}'ﬂatipn fighting
low prices. When y¢u compare the quality, the rea
ricotta and mozzarella with otherproducts in the same pri
no companson You'll wonder how anything so lgood

Nobody Talks About,” a film
about the diagnosis of cancer
of the colon; “Man Alive,” a
cartoon feature,
cancer’s seven warning
signals; “Let’s Call It Quits,”
showing the humorous yetp

showing -

serious;side of a man trying to

quit sfnoking.

Any group wishing to
schedule a Cancer Society film
should icontact. Debbie Keeley
at46 1 3800

A COMPLETE HOME

IMPROVEMENT SERVICE!

15,000 CUSTOMERS CAN'T. BE WRONGI
REMODELING & GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:iS OUR ONLY BUSINESS

- 436-9696
 Jng, oS

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT 3315 CHILI AVE.

Soon after the funeral,

is both welcome and needed.

stop in at your convenience.

SCHAUMAN FUNERAL HOME, INC. 21OQSL Paul St. 342-3400

LET'S TALKABOUTIT
«“After the Funeral”

&

the bereaved are often unin-
tentionally teft very much alone. Relatives who traveled far
to be with them at the time of the furieral have gone home—
friends have taken up their own lives,again. And it is now, as
they try to rebuild their own lives, that the bereaved most
need friendship and concern. It takes a special kind of
person to anticipate the needs 6t others—and to do
something about them. During the I“qng months that follow
the death, you can be a great 'help. Keep in touch 1
regularly—call occasionally just to- talk—extend an in-
vitation to a movie, lunch, or shopplng it is often difficult
for someone who has suffered a great sadness to accept
friendship—and you may feel that yohr help is not wanted.
Probably though, it simply takes somje time for your friend
to feel up to facing life again—and your continued interest

We can answer may questions for you about death. Call or

! name
Pella |

italian ﬂ;—.wor of Alberto

fange — there’s
be priced so

, DAIRY CORPORATION .}
. ROCHESTER » CAMPBELL » WATKINS GLEN * COHOCTON °

.

RIS TR 8 X N

R

B N PRI IR Pt

e s



