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By Joan M Smith

Flashes of brilliant color .
flitted through |the halls of
Our Lady of Mercy High
School last weck as visiting
Japanese girls, dressed in red,
orange, green, purple and gold
kimonos, converged on the
convent sitting room ' to
discuss their stay in the US.
Immediately ident were
their gracious smileg,
twinkling eyes and willingness
to answer questions, language
barrier aside. Accompanying
teachers Harumi Matfushita
and Mutsuko Miyazaki,
however, acted as interpreters
and it wasn’t long before there
was the excited hum of
conversation.
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This Japanese-American
get together | was made
possible through the efforts of ,
Mrs. Shirley ‘Sass, Mercy
English teacher, and the
Council on Inter Education
Exchange (CIEE). While
teaching in "Japan last
summer, Mr§. Sass in-
vestigated the: ' possiblity of
inviting Japanese students to
visit Mercy. 'During the
evolving negotiations she
discovered what was desired,
was a link between a Japanese
all-girls school and a similar
one in the US. With the
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: , Photo by Susan McKinney
rs. Sass pose with Japanese teachers Harumi Matfushita and Mutsuko Miyazaki

ays before the girls departed for-home. All the Japanese young ladies agreed that the
it was staying with the Mercy families.

. Sister Bonaventure anit
and their students a fe
best experience of theif
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Harumi, friendship between the veterinarian while another
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blessings of Sister Mary
Bonaventure, Mercy’s
principal, Mrs. Sass offered
Mercy and the !cultural visit
became a reality.

The young ladies, all from-

Tokoha Gakuen Senior High
School, stayed with individual
Mercy families. They quickly
adapted to 'American life,
“making themsclves a part of
our community,” Mrs. Sass
stated.

What surprised the visitors
the most about U.S. students?
“The makeup, the jewelry,”
said Yoko Kano pointing to
her fingers, “especially the
rings.”

" According to school
sources, Japanese girls are not

allowed to wear makeup,’

jewelry or to curl their hair
until they are 20 years old.

Jrs.
Win .

. The St. Agnes candy drive -

ended a few weeks ago with
total proceeds amounting to
$22,316. Winning for the
third straight year was the
junior class. Junior homeroom
208 was top homeroom in
quotas wh}le junior Barb
Huberrateditop salesperson.
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Conference ‘
- Edna Wf,ashingt'on, A St

-the evening hours,

l
who teache
English at the giris school, i \
impressed by Americ
vastness. “Everything is is0
big,” she exclaimed adding;
“The farms are very large.? ,
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In talking about the g'ir%T,
high school, Harumt,
estimated. the enrollment to bg ;
about 1,800. She explained
that the school day begins dt

:

"8:30 a.m. and is over at 3:30

.p.m. Mrs. Sass, howevef,:
explained the girls do notgo’,

ot

Civics, Biology, Art and éym.

The teachers explained the :

Japanese school system is
divided into six years
" elementary; three years,
junior and three years senior

B high ley_el. l?ntrapce to the -
. universities 1S highly com-
the

" petitive  and  requires
" taking of difficult examina-

© tions.

_ While on this side of the
ocean, the girls didn’t miss the

according to Yoko the car-
toons, or “animations” as she

right home but continue in ~ American TV syndrome and

arriving home

until 6 or
p.m. . i

During these after sch‘
hours, they pursue addition{ !
studies, make up class:}:

and athletic activities
basketball, volleyball, te
and Kendo (Japanese fencing)i |
Typical curriculum inclu'd§ ’
Math, English, Sciencé:

-Agnes senior who is majoring "

in cosmetology, received a-

A {certificate of appreciation -for
‘““participating -inr  the

» programs. = Their

;  called them were her favorite

Mercy

3 ¢ hostesses made sure they. were
~ well entertained with visits 10

downtown Rochester,

| » Niagara Falls; and treated to

steak dinners, pizza and disco

s parties.

There was no doubt of the

Mercians and their proteges
which according to the girls
Had developed right from the
start.

“We talked and joked about
the same things,” one hostess
said, “boys, clothes and
music.”

The Japanese students were
a study in contrasts — the
traditional versus the con-

‘temporary. Though dressed in

the ancient kimono, their
future plans and dreams were
as modern as those of any
American student. Rumiko
Nakanishi said she wanted to
be a broadcast journalist. A
few of them wished to be
stewardesses while others had
their sights set on becoming
teachers. One young lady
wanted to be a dental
technician, another 'a

,.

wanted to be a banker.

Sayonaras were said last
Saturday when the girls left
for home, not only taking
with them but leaving behind*
a lifetime of memories. And
the one  exciting memory
which willi standout for Mrs.
Sass is “The .way the
American  parents and
students reached out to them,
and the way the Japanese
embraced: the American

people.

*l hope,” she went onto
say, “we’ve started a hands
across the sea idea.”

Winner

_ John Dempsey, a McQuaid
junior, was the recipient of the
Winner's Circle $5 for the

~week of March 28.
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jill run a photo_of a group of students taken somewhen{ in the diocese, One person

.- »Viocational-Industrial Club of
{1 .Amernica Conferénice in Olean,
. “students from the Foreman
Centerattended:”. -~ -

-that person brings the clipping to the Courier-Journal ?:fdre noon of.the Tuesday
ation date, hie-or she will receive $5. This week’s photo was taken at Our Lady of
)| The person circled above should bring the clipping to J’?an M. Smith, Courier-
esday, April 17 to receive $5. | : - Lo e
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