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In,su)hts m Liturgy

The Lord
Of Our
Covenant

By Father Benedict Ehmann -

I

In her poem “Christ In;

the ~Universe,” Alice:
Meynell says of Jesus “Of !
His earth-visiting feet/None -
knows the secret, cherished, |
perilous,/The terrible,;
shamefast, fnghtened !
sweet/Heart- shattenng sec-
ret of His way with us.” !

We need words lil(e-thtrsc;i

when we think about the
love-Covenant which God
made with our poor human
family on this small out-of-
the-way planet.

The love-covenant of
marriage alters the whole
landscape of life for the
bridegroom and_bride. Now
that they are husband and
wife, nothing will ever again
be the same. Their lives are
intertwined.  Their sen-
sibilities become more and
more attuned, so much so
that they become not only
“one flesh”, but also one
mind and hedrt. The sen-
sitive husbang and wife

must always ‘marvel af bei
so preeminent a cheice, eacl;
of the other. It was a choi 5

freely made, impelled

love of course, but yet fr,eel 1 V

made.

In this bridal convena

we see a live, dramatic i unag
of the Néw Covenarit whicH
God made with his peoplg; .

by

through Jesus, his Son, whg

had already called himsel} -
the Husband of his’ peoplé-
" Look to the prophet Hoseg
(2: 18, 21) where God speaki' |

day}

of a coming day
deliverance; “On that
says the Lord, she (Is

shall call me ‘My husband™.;

OSCh

The Open, Window

‘By Father Louis J. Hohman

In Dying
We Gain
Our Life

When isolated frorq'
Easter Sunday, there is ng
such thmg as “Good”
p Friday. Unle!
ss the two are
taken togeth;
er, neither oné
makes sense
But whe
they are taken
as: a unified
whole, the
Father Hohman ake a)l th
sense in the world, that.is, all
that makes semse in th
world. ’

And yet the world doesnjt
find too much sense in Gool
Friday, and therefore it
cannot find any real
meaning- in Easter Sunday.
Or can we reverse that
statement: the world finds
no real meaning in Easter
Sunday, the newness of life,
transcended  life; and

,. therefore Good F nday ;lS
“even more absurd. |

x

Absolutely central

. -thythm of death to life.

_.Christian doctrine is ‘}re
< t
it is the- one aspect |of

If you are a warm, caring person please read on. We need fam|ly
- care homes (foster homes) for mentally retarded children, teenagers
. and adults. We have seventy homes aiready and our goal is to keep
" inereasing this number. This way many more mentally retarded’ in- |
dividuals coming to Monroe County from lnstltutlons can enjoy the ‘
advantages of living as part of a family. :

Our progral

Gtvefeef;erfa
\ enjoying caring fo
.~ $247.30 amonth.

Christidnity which has not
been accepted .in any
practical or communitarian
way. There are individual
Christians who the rhythm

‘of Good Friday live and

Easter Sunday and there are
small pockets of Christian
community which life that
same rhythm; but there are
no large segments of
Christianity which really
and truly show their belief in
the death/life cycle to the
point where they life it.

We in the Western world
call ourselves a Christian
civilization. In terms of
living the rhythm of death to
life, we are simply not a
Christian civilization. To the
extent that we refuse to
come apart from ourselves

~ as Christ demanded, to the

‘extent tha_t we refuse to hate
our life in this world, we
cannot qualify as Christian.

And we refuse to hate
ourselves in this world
precisely to the extent that
we accept the life of our
disordered instincts — our
vanity and pride, our greed,
our anger, our lust, our
gluttony, our envy and our
sloth.

That we are in major part
a consumer society in-

credibly more ready to

than to give is ample pr

that we have not made

own the reality of the Gr
Triduum. The idea that thik i
Christian is one who dies 1!

wit

spends that he might recet

self that he might live,

takd

0

more, and who serves thﬁ
he mlght reign is glven |l

service but little more in ot

ordinary daily lives.

If -this sounds pessimist¥g
in the celebration of G .
97

Friday-Easter Sunday 1
it is not.

For it is precisely whi}i
we are our. most helples
when we are most in n
and when we are mo

battered by sin that-
Savior pursues us in

never-ending love and bring§ ¥

us back to Himself.

As long as God is for u G
T,
victory of Easter Sund 43

who can be against us?

has walked the path first

Easter. Our Savior l;a:iE
a

it is He and only He who :
give us the power to do tHer
same. That is why this is th&
day that the Lord has made'. '
Let us be glad and rejome i r

it.

That is why it is a ve

Good Friday.

d a home orra more permament}\'u
re a thought. Seventy fammes a)ready have and ar
their new family members. The board payment i

, lfxﬁﬁ*re interested in becoming a family cane parent or want | mor
y mformatlon call or write to:

620 WESTFALL. ROAD

_481-2800
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, called FAMILY CARE, seeks to place children and
adults with familjes who can provide them with the home atmosphere
all of us' need. Some people need a me for a short time (weekends?,
and school vacations) while others neg
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will espouse you to me
forever; I will espouse you in
right and in justice, in love
and in mercy.” Again in the
prophet Isaiah (54:5,6): “He

“who has become your

husband is your Maker; his
name is the Lord of hosts.
The Lord calls you back, like

_a wife forsaken and grieved

inspirit.”

The New Covenant
fulfilis and amplifies the Old.
The Divine Husband visits
his Bride, is seen by her, and
speaks to her, in Jesus, the
Word-made-flesh. He lays
down his life for her,
“purifying her in the bath of
his Blood, so as to present
her a glorious Bride, “holy
and -immaculate, without
stain or wrinkle” (Eph. 5:27).
And he provides a wedding
banquet for this nuptial
Covenant on
before he dies, ordering its
continuance in his memory,
until the day of his return to
take his Bride with him to
his heavenly home.

How eagerly he begins
this wedding in the
desire have 1 desired to eat
this- Passover with you
before I suffer.” (Ik 22:15)
Jesus, ready to lay down his
life for his Bride, changes the
“Old into the New Passover
in his Blood. God is now
irretrievably covenanted
with his people, his Church.
No matter what the bad,
sad, mad meanderings of our

the night

“With .

insane world on the slopes of
Inferno, God will not cancel
this New Covenant. Even
more, -he cannot; for, to do
so would involve the an-
nihilation of Jesus, the
unmaking of the Word
made-flesh.

Far from destroying his
people because of their
continuing sins, God assures
us that the New Covenant
stands not as a sign of
judgement, but of mercy.
God always welcomes his
repentant people, to em-
brace them and once again
to place the lost Covenant
ring upon their finger.

In this great radiance of
Covenant theology, how
marvelous God himself to
us, how suffused with light is
his shows love! And how
thrilling the Mass becomes
to us, when we see it for
what it truly is, the
Covenant banquet of our
Bridegroom, placing before
us the Body that was given
up and the Blood that was
shed, so that we in our time
and place, so many centuries
later and in our far-away
place, may be ingathered
into the great sweep of the
“new _and everlasting
Covenant!” And further,
how incredibly gracious our
God appears to us as we find
him so unfailingly ready in
the convenanted mercy of
the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation! Is such an

amazing, all-but-incompre-
hensible love too much for
us, too frightening for us?
Do we prefer a more cozy
and comfortable God?

Graham Greene, in his
novel “The Power and the
Glory” has his poor hunted
priest answer the Com-
munist officer who finally
tracks. him down and mocks
him about the love of God: -
“God is Iove. 1 don’t say the
heart doesn’t feel a taste of
it, but what a taste. The
smallest glass of love mixed
with a pint pot of dit-
chwater. We wouldn’t
recognize thatlove. It might
even look like hate. It would
be enough to scaré us - God’s
love. It set fire to a bush in
the desert, didnt it, and
smashed it, and smashed
open g;aves and set the dead
walking in the dark? Oh, a
man like me would- run a
mile to get away if he felt
that love around.”

But . our Covenant-God
says t0 all of us: “Be not
afraid.” We neednt run
away from so great a Lover.
This Holy Week he invites
us to the table of his Supper. |
He wants' us to come for-
ward penitently and kis s the
cross. And on the Vigil of his
Resurrection he gathers us
in darkness, to flood us with
his Easter light, and to sing
the jubilant Covenant-word:

ALLELUIA!
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A family-size order of fish,|

chicken or shrimp,

a pile of chips, and $1.00 off.
All in the same boat.
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$1.00 OFF

Arthur Treacher'’s Family Boat,
Shrimp Boat or Chicken Boat.

Present this coupon at any participating Arthur Treacher’ S,
and receive $1.00 off the regular price of any Family Boat,
Shrimp Boat, or Chicken Boat. Offer expires Apnl 30, 1979.
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