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' Forward to
LGood Friday

One should not be fooled
‘by the spare decoration, the
‘minimal ritual and the
:obvious restraint of the

- .}Good Friday liturgy. Such
. - [ severity and restraint is not

meant to lead us into sadness
“and tears, but rather it is the
-entrance to joyful triumph.

The liturgy is not the
mournful tones of “O Sacred
¥ Head Surrounded™ or “Were
You There.” Rather the
careful scrutiny of the texts

a confident, if restrained, joy

_ }Jin the fact that the cross is

of this unique liturgy reveals .
" This

IlLSlqhtS in Liturqy

ByF ather RobertJ.
Kennedy

the symbol of victory and
the door to life.

The Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion does this in

" three main sections: the

Liturgy of the Word, the
Veneration of the Cross and
Holy Communion. They are
like three beads on a string:
separaic parts with no
inherent connection, yet all
contributing to. the
celebration of the lifegiving
event of Chnst S paschal

mystery.

The liturgy begins in
silence and then an opening
prayer that focuses our
attention on the mystery of
Christ’s victorious Passover.
victory is seen

ﬁlroughout the Liturgy of
tie Word. The first reading
(lsaxah §2: .13 . 53:1))

describes the Suffering
?ewant who bears our

h ) shall be ralsed hngh and
laeatly exalted:” The letter
%0 the Hebrews then speaks
Q(jf a great high priest who
;}‘ passed through the
”‘leavéns, Jesus, who now
"WHakes intercession for us
?’Y’iwuuse he. compassionately
,-ihderstands our temptations
*and sufferings. Thirdly, the
,ﬁPassxon of John mrcad the
“glorious passion™ in which
‘tHe cross is understood as
trjumph for Christ, the
wictorious culmmatmn of his

mmlstry

\ ;,Bemuse of the richness of
se texts - texts that:should
vey their own power,

—

only a brief ho;pxly is

reoommended Some snlencc
between and aftér the

readings will help the -

congregation to podder the
mystery of the ; Lord’s

Pdssion.
"Then when the faithful

are penetrated by the word
that the Lord If ad-
dresses to them,
transformed by that word
and join in prayer for the
imiportant mtentnons of the
Church. It is wondenful that
even when remembering the
high point
history, the Church does not
forget the needs of the
individual, bringing all
things together in this
celebration of the cross.

The liturgy then moves.
mnto the Veneration of the
Cross. This ancient practice
originated in the Jerusalem
Church in the early fourth
century when the relic of the
true cross was brought

t, Cy are.

of salvation.

before the pilgrim faithful

for veneration. In this light,
some have recently
suggested (and in fact the
rubrics call for) the use of a
cross, not a crucifix. The
invitation that accompanies
the unveiling of or the
procession with the ' cross

(not both) says “This is the -

wood of the cross . ...."”
Ultimately, however, the
veneration is not of the cross
or even the death of Christ,
but of the person of Christ
and what his death means in
terms of love for us. The
Reproaches that accompany
the venerating procession
are a dialogue of love: the
divine initiatives are spoken
of, his loving intentions for
his People, and the
congregation responds with

praise: “Holy is God! Holy -

and strong! Holy Immortal
One, have mercy on us!”
“We worship you, Lord; we
venerate your cross, we

praise your resurrection,
Through’ the  cross you
brought joy to the world.”
This loving dialogue is
then carried over into Holy"

"~ Communion, the practice of

which was restored to all the
gathered faithful by Pope
Pius XII in 1955. Some feel
that there should be the
early Church practice of
fasting even from the
Eucharist in the anticipation
of sharing Communion at
the Easter Vigil. But others
see in the reception of the
Body of Christ the most
meaningful sharing in lns
glorious Passion.

In any event, this austcre
participation in the
triumphant death of Christ
is meant to continue Christ’s
healing work with us,
bringing God’s people
pardon, comfort, strength of
faith and the assurance of
ciernal salvation. May it be
so!

At St. J ohn the Evangehst

Meatless Frida y
A Matter of Tra tlons

“l fast from meat all year
long — that’s the way I was
brought up,” John DeRycke
said recently when asked if
meatless Fridays in Lent held
any special significance for
him. -

DeRycke, an usher at St.
John the Evangelist Church
on Humboldt

prior to a weekend liturgy at
the church.

His sentiment was echoed
by several of those attending

But not before Mrs.

Christine Murray responded -
with an emphatic “I hate-
Lent,” to the question. -
“Psychologically, emotionally " § 4

and spiritually, Lent dep

me,” she said. She feels the

Lenten disciplines detract
from the Good News of the
Gospel. “Jesus built up the
egos of persons “ she said.

Mrs. William Bartels,
however, doesn’t eat meat on

" Fridays “bemuse it is Church

Law — and I try to abide by
that. I try to atone for my sins

during Lent .”

Agreeing with DeRycke’s
statement was Kenneth

. Brooks, who said that ab- F4

staining from meat was the
way he was brought up, and
that he observes that
discipline all year long.

Yet, on the other hand,
meatless Fridays “are just a
Lcatch to get you into Church,”
Miss Betty Manganello
averred.

Even the “notion is _|ust a
hassel,” she-said:-“It doesn’t

really do-any-good,” shesald.

Shead&dthatc

‘already- have to- be. snmmaf “and riot

and:that-Lent. should
bea celebrat:on of that reahty

MrsPatHurle sald,“l

think ‘the oppéslte The-

- Stregt,'
responded to the question

Church gives “us the op-
portunity to make a little
sacrifice and Twelcome it.”

A surprising answer came

" from Patricia Ingram and her.

‘mother, . Madeline Carroll. .
Both wome dbstain’, fi
througllout

Wednmda as well
N Mrs Caxmll explamed that
2 §he “wasbroughtug that'way.
Everyday is aﬁprayer day for

H

meat on. Fridays, - g
~dcause I was: brought up -
’y,;-— theres 0. other

Father Cltarles Curran:

Sin Does More
Than Break Law

By John Dash

The ,Christian’s moral
code is not only a matter of
law. It is also a question of
“relationship,” Father
Charles Curran said in
Rochester last week.

Father Curran, a native
son to the diocese and an
internationally known moral
theologian, was here as the
first speaker in St. Ambrose
Church’s “Homecoming”
program.

“l think there's always a
place for law,” he said in an
interview prior to his lecture,
“but _relationship is the
primary base for the
Christian.”

He explained that the Old
Testament, when seen as a,
record of man’s relatmnshnp
with God, bolsters this view.

“Even in Genesis,” he
said, this is brought out. He
described that book as an
attempt “to describe, fo
explain why things are as
bad as they are.”

' He cited a noted Jewish
author who has asked how a
good God could possibly

' have allowed the holocaust,

as a corollary to the question
answered by Genesis. " - -

B “Ev]]”
said,“lsseenmtermsot‘the
reality of human smfuln&s."
The . authors:. of Gc
“describe - -sin in . tefr of
relanonslup .

Father Cumm :

ir—w 'iww' 5\1

Where once God ‘walked
with Adam in the garden,
now Adam hides.” When
asked why he had eaten the
apple, Adam replies that Eve
made him do it. Where once
man was given dominion
over the earth, even tq the
naming of the beasts, man is
now obliged to eke his
sustenance from it by the
sweat of his brow — and
Eve is to bring new life intc
the world in labor and pain.

All of this, Father Curran,
said, indicates a view dif-
ferent from a legalistic view
which describes sin in terms

- Sacrament  of

of breaking a law,
disobedience.

The Church, in the
reformed rite of the
Recon-
ciliation, recognizes this
distinction as well, he said.

Father Curran is on
sabbatical leave _ from
Catholic Umversny .of
America this semester. He is
working on a book on
American social ethics.
Another book by him,
Transition and Tradition: in
Moral Theology, will ‘be

published in June.
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